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THE 

LIFE    and   OPINIONS 

TRISTRAM    SHANDY,    Gent. 

CHAP.     I. 

GREAT  wits  jump:  for  the  mo- 
ment Dr.  Slop  cafl  his  eyes  upon 
his  bag  (which  he  had  not  done  till  the 
difpute  with  my  uncle  Toi>y  about  mid- 
wifery put  him  in  mind  of  it)  — the  very 
fame  thought  occurred.  —  'Tis  God's 
mercy,  quoth  he  (to  himfeif)  that  Mrs. 

Shandy  has  had  fo  bad  a  time  of  it, 

elfe  fhe  might  have  been  brought  to  bed 
feven  times  told,  before  one  half  of  thefe 

knots   could  have  got  untied. But 

here  you  muft  diftinguilh — the  thought 
floated  only  in  Dr.  Slop's  mind,  without 
fail  or  ballaft  to  it,  as  a  fimple  propofi- 
tion ;  millions  of  v/hich,  as  your  wor- 
fhip   knows,    are   every  day  fwimming 

VOL.    It.  It 
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quietly  in  the  middle  of  the  thin  juice 
of  a  man's  underftandingj  without  being 
carried  backwards  or  forwards,  till  fome 
little  gufls  of  pafiion  or  interefl  drive 
them  to  one  fide. 

A  fudden  trampling  in  the  room  a- 
bove,  near  my  mother's  bed,  did  the 
propofition  the  very  fervice  I  am  fpeak- 
ing  of.  By  all  that's  unfortunate,  quoth 
X>r.  Slop,  unlefs  I  make  hafte,  the  thing 
will  aftually  befall  me  as  it  is. 

CHAP.    II. 

IN  the  cafe  of  knotSy — by  whicfi,  in  the 
firlt  place,  I  would  not  be  underflood 
to  mean  flip-knots — becaufe  in  the  courfe 
of  my  life  and  opinions — my  opinions 
concerning  them  will  come  in  more  pro- 
perly when  I  mention  tlie  cataftrophe  of 
my  great  uncle  Mr.  Hammond  Shandy ^-^ 
2l  little  man, — but  of  high  fancy  : — he 
rufhed  into  the  duke  of  Monmouth's,  af- 
fair :  nor,  fecondly,  in  this  place, 
do  I  mean  that  particular  fpecies  of 
-knct3   called  bow-knots  i  — there   is   fO' 
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little  addrefs,  or  fkill,  or  patience  re- 
quired in  the  iinloofing  them,  that  they 
are  below  my  giving  any  opinion  at  all 
about  them. — But  by  the  knots  I  am 
fpeaking  of,  may  it  pleafe  your  reveren- 
ces to  believe,  that  I  mean  good,  honeft, 
devilifh    tight,    hard  knots,    made   hna 

Jidcy  as   Obadiah  made  his  j in  which 

there  is  no  quibbling  provifion  made  by 
the  duplication  and  return  of  the  two 
ends  of  the  firings  thro'  the  annulus  or 
noofe  made  by  tlie  fecond  implication  of 
them — to  get  them  flipp'd  and  undone 

by. 1  hope  you  apprehend  me. 

In  the  cafe  of  thefe  hiots  then,  and  of 
the  fcveral  obftruflions,  which,  may  it 
pleafe  your  reverences,   fuch  knots  caft 

in  our  way  in  getting  through   life 

every  hafty  man  can  whip  out  liis  pen- 
knife  and   cut   through    them, 'Tis 

wrong.  Believe  me.  Sirs,  the  moll  vir- 
tuous way,   and  which   both  reafon  and 

confcience   dictate is    to   take  our 

teeth    or   our   fingers   to    them. Dr. 

Slop  had  loft  his  teeth  — his  favourite  in- 
ftrumenr,    by  extrafting  in  a  wrong  di- 
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reftion,  or  by  feme  mirapplication  of 
it,  unfortunately  flipping,  he  had  for- 
merly, in  a  hard  labour,  knock'd  out 
three  of  the  beft  of  them  with  the  handle 

of  it : he  tried  his  fingers — alas  j 

•  the  nails  of  his  fingers  and  thumbs  were 

cut  clofe. The   duce   take  it !  I  can 

make  nothing  of  it  either  way,  cried  Dr, 

Slop. The  trampling  over  head  near 

my  mother's  bed-fide  increafed.  —  Pox 
take  the   fellow  !  1  fhall  never  get  the 

knots  untied  as  long  as  I  live. My 

mother  gave  a  groan. Lend  me  your 

penknife 1  muft  e'en  cut  the  knots 

at  laft pugh  ! pfna  '. — Lord  !  I 

have  cut  my   thumb  quite  acrofs  to  tlue 

very  bone -curfe   the  fellow— if  there 

was    not    another    man-midwife    within 

fifty  miles ■!  am  undone  for  this  bout 

—  I    wifn  the  fcoundrel  hang'd — I  wifh 

he  was  fhot 1  wifli  all  the  devils  in 

hell  had  him  for  a  blockhead ! 

My  father  had  a  great  refped  for  Oba- 
diahj  and  could  not  bear  to  hear  him 
difpofed  of  in  fuch  a  manner  —  he  had 
mioreover   fom.e    little    relpedt  for  him- 
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felf— and  could  as  ill  bear  with   the  in- 
dignity offered  to  himfelf  in  it.  • 

Had  Dr.  Slop  cut  any  part  about  him, 

but  his  thumb my  father  had  pafs'd 

it  by — his  prudence  had  triumphed :  as 
it  was,  he  was  determined  to  have  his 


revenge. 


Small  curfes.  Dr.  Slopy  upon  great  oc- 
cafiors,  quoth  my  father  (condoling  with 
him  firif  upon  the  accident)  are  but  fo 
much  wafte  of  our  ilrength  and  foul's 
health  to  no  manner  of  purpofe. — I  own 
it,  replied  Dr.  Slop. — They  are  like  fpar- 
row-fliot,  quoth  my  uncle  Toby  (fufpend- 
ing  his  whiftling)  fired  againft  a  baftion, 

They  ferve,  continued  my  father, 

to  flir   the  humours but   carry  off 

none  of  their  acrimony:  —  for  my  own 
part,  I  feldom  fwear  or   curfe  at  all — I 

hold  it  bad but  if  I  fall  into   it  by 

furprize,  I  generally  retain  fo  much  pre- 
fence  of  mind  (right,  quoth  my  uncle 
Toby)  as  to  make  it  anfwer  my  purpofe 

that  is,  I  fwear  on  till  I  find  myfelf 

eafy.  A  wife  and  a  juil  man  however 
■yvould  always  endeavour   to    proportion 
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the  vent  given  to  thefe  humours,  not 
only  to  the  degree  of  them  fllrring  with- 
in himfelf— but  to  the  fize  and  ill  intent 
of  the  offence  upon  which  they  are  to 
fall. — "  Injuries  come  only  from  the  hearty* 
— quoth  my  uncle  T^ohy.  For  this  rea- 
fon,  continued  my  father,  with  the  molt 
Cervantick  gravity,  I  have  the  greateft 
veneration  in  the  world  for  that  gentle- 
man, who,  in  diftrufl  of  his  own  difcre- 
tion  in  this  point,  fat  down  and  com- 
pofed  (that  is  at  his  leifure)  fit  forms  of 
fwearing  fuitable  to  all  cafes,  from  the 
lowefl  to  the  higheft  provocation  which 

could  pofTibly  happen  to  him which 

forms  being  well  confidered  by  him,  and 
fuch  moreover  as  he  could  fland  to,  he 
kept  them  ever  by  him  on  the  chimney- 
piece,  within  his  reach,  ready  for  ufe.— > 
I  never  apprehended,  replied  Dr.  Slopy 
that  fuch  a  thino;  was  ever  thought  of 

much  lefs  executed.     I   beg  your 

pardon,  anfwered  my  father;  I  was  read- 
ing, though  not  ufing,  one  of  them  to 
my  brother  "tchy  this  morning,  whilft  he 
pour'd  out  the  tea—'tis  here  upon  the 
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fhelf  over  my  head  -, — but  if  I  remember 
right,  'tis  too  violent  for  a  cut  of  the 
thumb. —  Not  at   all,  quoth  Dr.  Slop — 

the  devil  take  the  fellow. Then,  an- 

fwered  my  father,  'Tis  much  at  your  fcr- 
vice,  Dr.  Slop  —  on  condition  you  will 
read  it  aloud  j- fo  rifing  up  and  reach- 
ing down  a  form  of  excommunication  of 
the  chuich  of  Romej  a  copy  of  which, 
my  father  (who  was  curious  in  his  col- 
lections) had  procured  out  of  the  leger- 
book  of  the  church  of  Rochejler,  writ  by 

Ernulphus  the  bifhop with  a  moft 

affected  ferioufnefs  of  look  and  voice, 
which  might  have  cajoled  Ernulphus 
himfclf — he  put  it  into  Dr.  Slop's  hands. 

Dr.  Slop  wrapt  his  thumb  up  in  the 

corner  of  his  handkerchief,  and  with  a 
wry  face,  though  without  any  fufpicion, 

read  aloud,   as   follows my  uncle 

I'oby  whiftling  Lillabullero  as  loud  as  he 
could  all  the  time. 
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Textus  de  Ecclefia  Roffenfi,  per  Ernul- 

fum  Epifcopum. 

CAP.     III. 

EXCOMMUNICATIO. 

EX  audlcritate  Dei  omnipotentis,  Pa- 
tris,  et  Filij,  et  Spiritus  Sanfti,  et 
fanftorum  canonuiTij  lanftaeque  et  ente- 
merat^  Virginis  Dei  genetricis  Mariasj— 


As  the  genuinenefs  of  theconfultation  of  the  Sor- 
bonne  upon  the  queftion  of  baptifm,  was  doubted  by 
fome,  and  denied  by  others- -'twas  thought  pro- 
per to  print  the  original  of  this  excommunication  ; 
for  the  copy  of  which  Mr.  Shajidy  returns  thanks  to 
the  chapter  clerk  of  the  dean  and  chapter  oiRochcJler, 
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CHAP.     IV. 

Y  the  authority  of  God  Almigh- 
ty, the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
*'  Ghoft,  and  of  the  holy  canons,  and  of 
■  ^  the  undefiled  Virgin  Mary,  mother 
^^  and  patronefs  of  our  Saviour,"  I  think 
there  is  no  neceffity,  quoth  Dr.  Slopy 
dropping  the  paper  down  to  his  knee, 
and  addreffing  himfelf  to  my  father — ■ — 
as  you  have  read  it  over.  Sir,  fo  lately, 
to  read  i:  aloud and  as  Captain  Shan- 
dy feems  to  have  no  great  inclination  to 

hear  it 1    may  as  well  read  it  to 

myfelf.  That's  contrary  to  treaty,  re- 
plied my  father  : befides,   there  is 

Ibmething  fo  whinifical,  efpecially  in  the 
latter  part  of  it,  I  fnouid  grieve  to  lofe 
the  pleafure  of  a  fecond  reading.     Dr. 

Slop   did   not   altogether  like   it, 

but  my  uncle  Toi'y  offering  at  that  in- 
ftant  to  give  over  wliiftling,  and  read  it 

himfelf  to  diem  ; Dr.  S/op  thought 

he  might  as  well  read  it  under  the  cover 
of  my  uncle  'Toi^y's  whiftliiig as 
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Atque  omnium  coeleRium  vir- 

tntum,  angelorum,  archangelorumj  thro- 
norum,  dominationiim,  poteftatuum,  che- 
rubin  ac  feraphin,  &  fandloriim  patriar- 
chum,  prophetarum,  &  omnium  apoflo- 
lorum  &  evangeliftarum,  &  fanftorum  in- 
nocentumj  qui  in  confpedu  Agni  foli 
digni  inventi  funt  canticum  cantare  no- 
vum, et  fanflorum  martyrum  et  fandto- 
rum  confeflbrum,  et  fanclarum  virginum, 
atque  omnium  fimul  fanftorum  et  elec- 

torum  Dei,  Excommunicamus,   et 

•vel   OS  s  vel  os 

anathematizamus  hunc  furem,  vel  hunc 

s 
malefaftorem,  N.  N.  et  a  liminibus  fane- 
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fuffer  my  uncle  "Toby  to  read  it  alone; 

fo  railing  up  the  paper  to  his  face, 

and  holding  it  quite  parallel  to  it,  in  or- 
der to  hide  his  chagrin he  read  it 

aloud  as  follows my  uncle  ^chy  whift- 

ling    Lillabidkro,    though    not    quite   fo 
loud  as  before. 

"  By  the  authority  of  God  Almighty, 
*  the  Fatlier,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  and 
'  of  the  undefiled  Virgin  Mary^  mother 
'  and  patronefs  of  our  Saviour,  and  of 
'  all  the  celeftial  virtues,  angels,  arch- 
'  angels,  thrones,  dominions,  powers, 
'  cherubins  and  feraphins,  and  of  all  the 
holy  patriarchs,  prophets,  and  of  all 
^  the  apoftles  and  evangelifts,  and  of 
'•^*  the  holy  innocents,  who  in  the  fight 
''■  of  the  Holy  Lamb,  are  found  worthy 
to  fing  the  new  fong  of  the  holy  mar- 
tyrs and  holy  confclfors,  and  of  the 
'  holy  virgins,  and  of  all  the  faints  to- 
gether, with  the  holy  and  eleft  of  God, 

May  he"  (Obadiah)  "  be  damn'd" 

(for  tying  thefe  knots) "We  ex- 
communicate, and  anathematize  him, 
^  and  from  the  threlholds  of  the  lioly 
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tasDei  ccclefis  fequeftramiis,  et  2:tcrnis 

z-el  i  n 

fuppliclis  excruciandus,  mancipetur,  cum 
Dathan  et  Ablramj  et  cum  his  qui  dixe- 
•runt  Domino  Deo,  Recede  a  nobis,  fcien- 
tiam  viarum  tuarum  noiumus  :  et  ficut 
aqua  ignis,  extinguicur,  fic  extinguatur  \\i-r 

vel  eorum 
cerna  ejus  in  fecula  feculorum  nifi  refqiie- 

n  n 

fit,  et  ad  fatisfadionem  venerit.     Amen, 

OS 

Maledicat  ilium  Deus  Pater  qui  homi- 

os 
nem  creavit.     Maledicat  ilium  Dei  Filius 
qui  pro  homine  palllis  eil,     Maledicat  il- 

os 
lum  Spiritus  Sandus  qui  in  baptifmo  ef- 

os 
fufus  eft.     Maledicat  ilium  fanfta  crux, 
quam  Chriftus  pro  ncftra  falute  hoftem 
triumphans  afcendit. 

OS 

Maledicat  ilium  fanda  Dei  genetrix  et 

OS 

perpetua  Virgo  Maria.     Maledicat  illuiii 


<c 
cc 
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*^  church  of  God  Almighty  we  fcquefler 
"  him,  that  he  may  be  tormented,  dif- 
pofed,  and  dehvered  over  with  Dathan 
and  Abiram,  and  with  thofe  who  fay 
unto  the  Lord  God,  Depart  from  us, 
'•'  we  defire  none  of  thy  ways.  And  as 
"  fire  is  quenched  with  watfr,  fo  let  the 
"  light  of  him  be  put  out  for  ever- 
"  more,  unlefs  it  fhali  repent  him"  (Oba- 
diahy  of  the  knots  v/hich  he  has  tied) 
"  and  make  fatisfadion"  (for  them) 
"  Amen." 

"  May  the  Father  who  created  man, 

"  curfe  him. May  the  Son  who  fuf- 

"  fered  for  us,  curfe  him. May  the 

"  Holy  Ghoft,  who  was  given  to  us   in 

"  baptifm,    curfe   ]iim     (Ohadiah) ■ 

"  May  the  holy  crofs  which  Chrift,  for 
"  our  falvation  trium-phing  over  his  ene- 
"  mies,  afcendcd,  curfe  him. 

"  May  the  holy  and  eternal  Virgin  Ma- 

"  rj)',  mother  of  God,  curfe  him. 

"jMay  St.  Michael,  the  advocate  of  holy 
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fandus  Michael,  animarum  fufceptor  la^ 

OS 

cramm.  Maledicant  ilium  omnes  angeli 
et  archangeli,  principatus  et  poteftates, 
omnifque  militia  cosleflis. 

OS 

Maledicat  ilium  patriarcharum  et  pro- 
phetarum  laudabilis  numerus.   Maledicat 

OS 

Ilium  fandus  Johannes  Prscufor  et  Bap- 
tifta  Chrifti,  et  fandus  Petrus,  et  fanftus 
PauluSj  atque  fandus  Andreas,  omnefquc 
Chrifti  apoftoli,  fimul  et  creteri  difcipuli, 
quatuor  quoque  evangeliftas,  qui  fua  prse- 
dicatione  mundum  univerfum  converte-^ 

OS 

runt.  Maledicat  ilium  cuneus  marty- 
rum  et  confefI<)rum  mirificus,  qui  Deo 
bonis  operibus  placitus  inventus  eft. 

OS 

Maledicant  ilium  flicrarum  vire:inum 
chori,  qure?  mundi  vana  caufa  honoris 
Chrifti  refpuenda  contempferunt.     Male- 

os 
dicant  ilium  omnes  fan6li  qui  ab  initio 
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"  fouls,  curfe  him. May  all  the  an- 

"  gels  and  archangels,  principalities  and 
*^  powers,  and  all  the  heavenly  armies, 
**  curfe  him."  [Our  armies  fwore  ter- 
ribly in  Flanders y  cried  my  uncle  T'ol^y, 
but   nothing  to  this. For 


'.'tj 


my  own  part  I  could  not  have  a  heart  to 
curfe  my  dog  fo,] 

"  May  St.  John,  the  Prascurfor,  and 
"  St.  John  the  Baptift,  and  St.  Peter 
"  and  St.  Paul,  and  St.  Andrew,  and  all 
other  Chrift's  apoftles,  together  curfe 
him.  And  may  the  reft  of  his  dif- 
ciples  and  four  evangeliils,  who  by 
their  preaching  converted  the  univerfai 
world,  and  may  the  holy  and  won- 
derful company  of  martyrs  and  con- 
**  feffors  who  by  their  holy  works  arc 
found  pleafing  to  God  Almighty,  curfe 
him"  (Obadiah.) 

May  the  holy  choir  of  the  holy  vir- 
"  gins,  who  for  the  honour  of  Chrill 
"  have  defpifed  the  things  of  the  world, 

"  damn    him May   all    the    faints, 

*''  who  from  the  beginning  of  the  world 


(C 
(C 
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mundi  ufque  in  finem  feculi  Deo  diledli 
inveniuntur. 

OS 

Maledlcant  ilium  coeli  et  terra,  et  om- 
nia fancla  in  eis  manentia. 

1     n  ri 

Maledi6lus  fit  ubicunque  fuerit,  five  in 
domOj  five  in  agro,  five  in  via,  five  in 
femita,  five  in  fiiva,  five  in  aqua,  five 
in  ecclefia. 

i     ri 
Maledi6tus  fit  vivendo,  moriendo, • 


manducando,  bibendo,  efuriendo,  fiticn- 
doj  jcjunando,  dormitando,  dormiendo,' 
Vigilando,  ambulando,  ftando,  fedendoji 
jacendo,  operando,  quiefcendo,  mingen- 
do,  cacando,  fiebotomando. 


OF    TRISTRAM    SHANDY.  ly 

*^  to   everlaftino;  ages  are    found  to    be 

"  beloved   of  God,  damn  him 

"  May  the  heavens  and  earth,  and  all 
"  the  holy  things  remaining  therein, 
"  damn  him,"  (Obadiah)  "  or  her,"  (or 
whoever  elfe  had  a  hand  in  tying  thele 
knots.) 

"  May  he  (Obadiah)  be  damn'd  where- 

*'  ever  he  be whether  in  the  houfe 

*^  or  the  {tables,  the  garden  or  the  field, 
"  or  the  highway,  or  in  the  padi,  or  in 
*^  the  wood,  or  in  the  water,  or  in  the 

*'  church. May  he  be  curfed  in  liv- 

"  ing,  in  dying."  [Here  my  uncle  Tobyy 
taking  the  advantage  of  a  minim  in  the 
fccond  bar  of  his  tune,  kept  whiftling 
one  continued  note   to  the   end  of  the 

fentence. Dr.  Slop,  with  his  divifion 

of  curfes  moving  under  him,  like  a  run- 
ning bafs  all  the  way.]  "  May  he  be 
"  curfed  in  eating  and  drinking,  in  be- 
"  ing  hungry,  in  being  thirfty,  in  faft- 
"  ing,  in  fleeping,  in  numbering,  in 
"  walking,  in  Handing,  in  fitting,  in  ly- 
"  ing,  in  working,  in  refting,  in  pilTing, 
"  in  fliitting,  and  in  blood-letting  ! 

VOL.  II.  C 
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i      n 

Maledi61:us  fit  in  totis  viribus  corporiS;>. 
i     n 

Maledi6lus  fit  intus  et  exterius» 

1     n  1 

Maledi6lus  fit  in  capillia  ;   maledidtus 
n  i     n 

fit  in  cerebro.  Maledi6lus  fit  in  vertice,. 
in  tcmporibus,  in  fronte,  in  auriculis,  in 
fuperciliis,  in  oculis,  in  genis,  in  maxil- 
lis,  in  naribus,  in  dentibus,  mordacibus, 
in  labris  five  molibus,  in  labiis,  in  gut- 
tere,  in  humeris,  in  harnis,  in  brachiis,  in- 
manubus,  in  digitis,  in  pe6tore,  in  corde,. 
et  in  omnibus  interioribus  ftomacho  te- 
nus,  in  renibus,  in  inguinibus,  in  femore, 
in  genitalibus,  in  coxis,  in  genubus,  in> 
cruribus,  in  pedibus,  et  in  unguibus.. 


MaJedidus  fit   in   totis    compagibus. 


(( 

(C 
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"  May  he"  (Obadiah)  "  be  curfed  in 
"  all  the  faculties  of  his  body  ! 

"  May  he  be  curfed  inwardly  and  oiit- 

"  wardly  ! May  he  be  curfed  in 

"  the  hair  of  his  head  ! May  he  be 

"  curfed  in  his  brains,  and  in  his  ver- 
tex," (that  is  a  fad  curfe,  quoth  my 
father)  "  in  his  temples,  in  his  forehead, 
in  his  ears,  in  his  eye-brows,  in  his 
"  cheeks,  in  his  jaw-bones,  in  his  nof- 
"  trils,  in  his  fore-teeth  and  grinders, 
"  in  his  lips,  in  his  throat,  in  his  fhoul- 
"  ders,  in  his  wrilts,  in  his  arms,  in  his 
**  hands,  in  his  fingers  ! 

"  May  he  be  damn'd  in  his  mouth,  in 
"  his  breafl,  in  his  heart  and  purtenance, 
"  down  to  the  very  ftomach  ! 

May  he  be  curfed  in  his  reins,  and 
in  his  groin,"  (God  in  heaven  forbid  ! 
quoth  my  uncle  Toby)  "  in  his  thighs, 
"  in  his  genitals,"  (my  father  fhook  his 
head)  "  and  in  his  hips,  and  in  his 
"  knees,  his  legs,  and  feet,  and  toe- 
"  nails ! 

"  May  he  be  curfed  in  all  the  joints 
"  and  articulations  of  his  members,  from 

C    2 


(C 
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membrorum,  a  vertice  capitis,  ufque  ad 
plantam  pedis— non  fit  in  eo  fanitas. 

Maledicat  ilium   Chriftus   Filius  Dei 
vivi   toto  fuse    majeftatis    imperio.        ■ 
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*'  the  top  of  his  head  to  the  fole  of  his 
"  foot !  May  there  be  no  foundnefs  in 
"  him! 

"  May  the   Son    of  the    Hving  God, 

■^*  with  all  the  glory  of  his  Majefly" 

[Here  my  uncle  To^j,  throwing  back 
his  head,  gave  a  monftrous,  long,  loud 

Whew — w — w fomethins  be- 

twixt  the  interjedlional  whiftle  of  Hay- 
day  !  and  the  word  itfelf. 

By  the  golden  beard  of  Jupiter — 

and  o^Juno  (if  her  majefly  wore  one)  and 
by  the  beards  of  the  reft  of  your  heathen 
worfhips,  which  by  the  bye  was  -no  fmall 
number,  fince  what  with  the  beards  of  your 
celeftial  gods,  and  gods  aerial  and  aqua- 
tick — to  fay  nothing  of  the  beards  of 
town-gods  and  country-gods^,  or  of  the 
celeftial  goddeffes  your  wives,  or  of  the 
infernal  goddefles  your  whores  and  con- 
cubines (that  is  in  cafe  they  wore  them) 

all  which  beards,  as  Varro  tells 

me,  upon  his  word  and  honour,  when 
muftered  up  together,  made  no  lefs  than 
thirty  thoufand  effedtive  beards  upon  the 

Pagan  eftabhftiment ; every  beard  of 

c  3 
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— et  infurgat  adverfus  ilium  coelum 
cum  omnibus  virtutibus  qu2e  in  eo  mo- 
ventur  ad  damnandum  eum,  nifi  penitu- 
erit  et  ad  fatisfadionem  venerit.  Amena 
Fiat,  fiat.     Amen, 
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which  claimed  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  beins;  llroken  and  fworn  bv  — bv  all 
thefe  beards  together  then  — - —  I  vow 
and  proteft,  that  of  the  two  bad  caffocks 
I  am  worth  in  the  world,  I  wou-J  have 
given   the  better  of  them,   as   freely  as 

ever  Cid  Hamet  offered  his to  have 

ftood  by,  and  heard  my  uncle  'Toby^s  ac- 
compan/ment. 

"  ciirfe  him  !" — continued  Dr. 

Slopj — "  and  may  heaven,  with  all  the 
**  powers  which  move  therein,  rife  up 
*'^  againft  him,  curfe  and  damn  him" 
(Obadiah)  "  unlefs  he  repent  and  make 
*'  fatisfaftion  !  Amen.  So  be  it,  —  fo 
"  be  it.     Amen." 

I  declare,  quoth  my  uncle  To^y,  my 
heart  would  not  let  me  curfe  the  devil 
himfelf  with  fo  much  bitternefs. — He  is 
the  father  of  curfes,    replied    Dr.  Slop. 

' So  am  not  I,  replied  my  uncle. 

But  he  is  curfed,  and  damn'd  already, 
to  all  eternity,  replied  Dr.  Slop. 

I  am  forry  for  it,  quoth  my  uncle 
'Toky. 

Dn  Slop  drew  up  his  mouth,  and  was 

c  4 
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juft  beginning  to  return  nay  uncle  'Tofy 
the  compliment  of  his  Whu — u— u— or 

interjeclional  whiftle when  the  door 

haftily  opening  in  the  next  chapter  but 
one ^put  an  end  to  the  affair. 

CHAP.     V. 

NO  W  don't  let  us  give  ourfelves  a 
parcel  of  airs,  and  pretend  that 
the  oaths  we  make  free  with  in  this  land 
of  liberty  of  ours  are  our  own ;  and  be- 
caufe  we  have  the  fpirit  to  fwear  them, 

imagine   that  we  have  had  the  wit 

to  invent  them  too. 

I'll  undertake  this  moment  to  prove  it 
to  any  man  in  the  world,  except  to  a 
connoiffeur : — = — though  I  declare  I  ob- 
ject only   to  a   connoiffeur  in  fwearing, 

as  I  would  do  to  a  connoiffeur  in 

painting,  &c.  &c.  the  whole  fet  of  'em 
are  fo  hung  round  and  hefetip'd  with  the 

bobs  and  trinkets  of  criticifm, or  to 

drop  my  metaphor,  which  by  the  bye  is 

a  pity, for  I  have  fetch'd  it  as  far  as 

from  the  coaft  of  Guiney  5— their  heads^ 
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Sir,  are  ftuck  fo  full  of  rules  and  com- 
paffes,  and  have  that  eternal  propenfity 
to  apply  them  upon  all  occafions,  that 
a  work  of  genius  had  better  go  to  the 
devil  at  once,  than  ftand  to  be  prick'd 
and  tortured  to  death  by  'em. 

— And  how  did  Garrick  fpeak  the  foli- 
loquy  laft  night  ?— Oh,  againft  all  rule, 
my  lord, — moft  ungrammatically  !  be- 
twixt the  fubftantive  and  the  adjeftive, 
which  fhould  agree  together  in  numbery 
cafe,  and  gender^  he  made  a  breach  thus, — 
flopping,  as  if  the  point  wanted  fetthng; 
— and  betwixt  the  nominative  cafe,  which 
your  lordihip  knows  Ihould  govern  the 
verb,  he  fufpended  his  voice  in  the  epi- 
logue a  dozen  times  three  feconds  and 
three  fifths  by  a  ftop  watch,  my  lord, 
each   time.  —  Admirable    grammarian! 

But  in  fufpending  his  voice was 

the  fenfe  fufpended  hkewife  ?  Did  no  ex- 
prelTion  of  attitude  or   countenance   fill 

up  the  chafm  ? Was  the  eye  filent  ? 

Did  you  narrowly   look  ? 1  look'd 

only  at  the  flop-watch,  my  lord. — Ex- 
cellent obferver ! 
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And  what  of  this  new  book  the  whole 

world    makes  fuch  a  rout  about  ? 

Oh  1    'tis    out  of  all  plumb,    my  lord, 

quite  an  irregular  thing  '.—not  one 

of  the  angles  at  the  four  corners  was  a 
right  angle.— I  had  my  rule  and  com- 
pafies,  &c.  my  lord,  in  my  pocket.— 
Excellent  critick ! 

'And  for  the    epick   poem   your 

lordfhip  bid  me  look  at upon  taking 

the  length,  breadth,  height,  and  depth 
of  it,  and  trying  them  at  home  upon  an 

exact    fcale  of  Bojfu's 'tis  out,    my 

lord,  in  every  one  of  its  dimenfions.— 
Admirable  connoilTeur  ! 

And  did  you  ftep  in,  to  take  a 
look  at  the  grand  pidure  in  your  way 
back  ? — *Tis  a  melancholy  daub  !  my 
lord  3    not  one  principle  of  the  pyramid 

in  any  one  group  ! —and  what  a  price ! 

for  there  is  nothing  of  the  colour- 
ing of  TiUan — the  expreffion  of  Ru- 
hens — the  grace  of  Raphael — the  pu- 
rity of  Domini chino-^tht  corregiejcity  of 
Corregio — the  learning  of  Poujfm — the 
airs  of  Guido — the  tafle  of  the  Carrachis — 
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or  the  grand  contour  of  Angela. — Grant 
me  patience,  jufl  Heaven  ! — Of  all  the 
cants  which  are  canted  in  this  canting 
world — though  the    cant    of  hypocrites 

may  be   the  worH the  cant  of  criti- 

cifm  is  the  moft  tormenting ! 

I  would  go  fifty  miles  on  foot,  for  I 
have  not  a  horfe  worth  riding  on,  to  kifs 
the  hand  of  that  man  whofe  generous 
heart  will  give  up  the  reins  of  his  imagi- 
nation into    his    author's     hands be 

pleafed  he  knows  not  why,  and  cares  not 
wherefore. 

Great  Apollo  !  if  thou  art  in  a  giving 
humour— give  me — I  afk  no  more,  but 
one  ftroke  of  native  humour,  with  a  fin- 
gle  fpark   of  thy  own  fire  along  with  it 

and  fend  Mercury y  with  the  rules  and 

compaffeSj  if  he  can  be  fpared,  with  my 
compliments  to— no  matter. 

Now  to  any  one  elfe  I  will  undertake 
to  prove,  that  all  the  oaths  and  impre- 
cations which  we  have  been  puffing  off 
upon  the  world  for  thefe  two  hundred 
and  fifty  years  lafl  pafl  as  originals- 
'—except St,  Paul's  thumb Cod's  Jlep 

I 
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md  God's  fijh,  which  were  oaths  monar- 
chical, and,  confidering  who  made  them, 
not  much  amifs;  and  as  kings  oaths, 
'tis  not  much  matter  whether  they  were 
fiih  or  flefh  ; — elfe  I  fay,  there  is  not  an 
oath,  or  at  leall  a  curfe  amongft  them, 
which  has  not  been  copied  over  and  over 
again  out  of  Ernulphus  a  thoufand  times  : 
but,  like  all  other  copies,  how  infinitely 
Ihort  of  the  force  and  Ipirit  of  the  ori- 
ginal ! — It  is  thought  to  be  no  bad  oath 

•s and    by   itfelf  pafTes    yery   well — 

*^  G — d  damn  you.'' — Set  it  befide  Ernul- 

phus's "  God  Almighty   the  Father 

damn  you — God  the  Son  damn  you — ■ 
God  the  Holy  Ghoil  damn  you" — you 
fee  'tis  nothing. — There  is  an  orientality 
in  his,  we  cannot  rife  up  to  :  befides, 
he  is  more  copious  in  his  invention — 
poflefs'd  more  of  the  excellencies  of  4. 
fwearer had  fuch  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  human  frame,  its  mem- 
branes, nerves,  ligaments,  knittings  of 
the  joints,  and  articuladons, — that  when 
Ernulphuscmkd — no  part  efcaped  him.— 
^Tis  true  there  is  fomething  of  a  hardnej:: 


OF    TRISTRAM    SHANDY.  29 

in  his    manner and,  as    in    Michael 

AngelOi  a    want  of   grace but    then 

there  is  fiich  a  greatnefs  oi gufto  ! 

My  father,  who  generally  look'd  upon 
every  thing  in  a  light  very  different  from 
all    mankind,   would,     after    all,     never 

allow  this  to  be  an  original. He  con- 

fidered  rather  Ernulphus's  anathema,  as 
an  inftitute  of  fwearing,  in  which,  as 
he  fufpefted,  upon  the  decline  oi /wear- 
ing in  fome  milder  pontificate,  Ernulphus, 
by  order  of  the  fucceeding  pope,  had 
with  great  learning  and  diligence  col- 
leded  together  all  the  laws  of  it ;— for 
the  fame  reafon  that  Jujliniariy  in  the  de- 
cline of  the  empire,  had  ordered  his 
chancellor  1'ribonian  to  collect  the  Ro~ 
man  or  civil  laws  all   together  into  one 

code  or  digeft left,  through  the   ruft 

of  time and  the  fatality  of  all  things 

committed  to  oral  tradition — they  fhould 
be  loft  to  the  world  for  ever. 

For  this  reafon  my  father  would  oft- 
times    afBrm,    there  was  not    an    oath, 
from  the  great  and  tremendous  oath  of 
William  the  Conqueror  (By  the  Jplcndour 
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of  Gcd)  down  to  the  loweft  oath  of  a 
fcavenger  (Damn  your  eyes)  which  was 
not  to  be  found  in  Ernulphus. — In  fhort^ 
he  would  add — I  defy  a  man  to  fwear 
out  oi\x.. 

The   hypothefis  is,  like  moft   of  my 

father's,  fingular  and  ingenious  too  i 

nor  have  I  any  objeftion  to  it,  but  that 
it  overturns  my  own. 


CHAP.     vr. 


B 


LESS   my   foul! — my    poor 

miftrefs  is  ready  to  faint 

and  her  pains  are  gone — and  the  drops 
are   done  — and    the  bottle   of  julap    is 

broke and  the  nurfe  has  cut  her  arm 

—(and  T,  my  thumb,  cried  Dr.  SlopJ 
and  the  child  is  where  it  was,  continued 
SuJannahy—2iX\di  the  midwife  has  fallen 
backwards  upon  the  edge  of  the  fender, 
and  bruifed  her  hip  as  black  as  your 
hat.— ril  look  at  it,  quoth  Dr.  Slop. — 
There  is  no  need  of  that,  replied  Sii- 
fannaky — you  had  better  look  at  my 
miftrefs— but  the  midwife   would  glad- 
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ly  firft  give  you  an  account  how  things 
are,  fo  defires  you  would  go  up  ftairs 
and  fpeak  to  her  this  moment. 

Human  nature  is  the  fame  in  all  pro- 
feflions. 

The  midwife  had  jufl  before  been  put 
over  Dr.  Slop's  head — He  had  not  digefl- 
ed  it. — No,  replied  Dr.  Slop,  'twould  be 
full  as  proper,  if  the  midwife  came  down 
to  me. — I  like  fubordination,  quoth  my 
uncle  'J'oby, — and  but  for  it,  after  the  re- 
du6lion  of  Lijley  I  know  not  what  might 
have  become  of  the  garrifon  of  Ghent,  in 
the  mutiny  for  bread,  in  the  year  Ten. 
— Nor,  replied  Dr.  Slop,  (parodying  my 
uncle  'Tobfs  hobby- horfical  refle6tion; 
though    full   as  hobby-horfical   himfelf) 

do  I  know.  Captain  Shandy,  what 

might  have  become  of  the  garrifon  above 
flairs,  in  the  mutiny  and  confufion  I  find 
all  things  are  in  at  prefent,  but  for  the 
fubordination   of  fingers  and  thumbs  to 

****** the  application  [of  which. 

Sir,  under  this  accident  of  mine,  comes 
in  fo  a  propos,  that  without  it,  the  cut 
upon  my  thumb  might  have  been  felt  by 
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the  Shandy  family,   as  long  as  the  Shandy 
family  had  a  name. 


CHAP.     VII. 


L 


ET  us  go  back  to  the  ******- 
in  the  lall  chapter. 


It  is  a  fingular  ftroke  of  eloquence  (at 
leaft  it  was  fo,  when  eloquence  flourifhed 
at  Athens  and  Rcme,    and  would   be  fo 
now,  did  orators  wear   mantles)  not  to 
mention  the  name  of  a  thing,  when  you 
had  the  thing  about  you  in  fetto,  ready 
to  produccj  pop,   in  the  place  you  want 
it.     A   fear,  an  axe,  a   fword,  a  pink'd 
doublet,  a  rufty  helmet,  a  pound  and-  a 
half  of  pot-afhes  in  an  urn,  or  a  three- 
haipenhy  pickle  pot— but   above  all,  a 
tender   infant  royally   accoutred.—Tho' 
if  it  was  too  young,  and  the  oration  as 
long  z^l^ullfs  fecond  Philippkk- it  muil 
certainly  have   befhit  the  orator's  man- 
tle.—And    then  again,    if    too   old,— it 
mull  have  been  unwieldly  and  incommo- 
dious to  his  aftion — fo  as  to  make  him 
lofe  by  his  child  almoft  as  much  as  he 
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toiild  gain  by  it. — Otherwife,  when  a 
ilate  orator  has   hit  the  precife  age  to   a 

minute hid   his   BAMBINO    in  hiii 

mantle  fo  cunningly  that  no  mortal  could 

fmell  it and  produced  it  (b  critically, 

that  no  foul  could  fay,  it  came  in  by 
head  and  flioulders — Oh  Sirs !  it  has 
done  wonders — It  has  open'd  the  fluiccs, 
and  turn'd  the  brains,  and  Hiook  the 
principles,  and  unhinged  the  politicks  of 
half  a  nation. 

Thele  feats    however  are  not   to  be 
done,  except  in  thofe  dates  and  times,  I 

fay,   where  orators  wore  mantles and 

pretty  large  ones  too,  my  brethren,  witli 
fome  twenty  or  five-and-twenty  yards 
of  good  purple,  fupcrfine,  marketable 
cloth  in  them— with  large  flov/ing  folds 
and  doubles,  and  in  a  great  ftyle  of  de- 
fign. — All  which  plainly  fliews,  m:iy  it 
pleafe  your  worfhips,  that  the  decay  of 
eloquence,  and  the  little  good  fervice  it 
does  at  prefent,  both  within  and  without 
doors>  is  owing  to  nothing  elfe  in  the 
world,   but  Ihort  coats,  and  the  diiufc  of 

VOL.  U,  D 
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trunk-hofe. We   can  conceal  nothing 

under  ours,  Madam,  worth  fliewing. 

CHAP.     VIII. 

DR.  Slop  was  within  an  ace  of  being 
an  exception  to  all  this  argumen- 
tation :  for  happening  to  have  his  green 
baize  bag  upon  his  knees,  when  he  began 
to  parody  my  uncle  'Toby — 'twas  as  good 
as  the  belt  mantle  in  the  world  to  him  : 
for  which  purpofe,  when  he  forefaw  the 
fentence  would  end  in  his  new-invented 
forceps i  he  thruft  his  hand  into  the  bag 
in  order  to  have  them  ready  to  clap  in, 
when  your  reverences  took  fo  much  no- 
tice of  the  *  *  *,  which  had  he  managed 
my  uncle  J'ohy  had  certainly  been 
overthrown:  the  fentence  and  the  argu- 
ment in  that  cafe  jumping  clofely  in  one 
point,  fo  like  the  two  lines  which  form 

the  falient  angle  of  a    ravelin, Dr. 

Slop  would  never  have  given  them  up  ;— 
and  my  uncle  'J'ohy  would  as  foon  have 
thought  of  flying,  as  talung  them  by 
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force :  but  Dr.  Slop  fumbled  fo  vilely  in 
pulling  them  out,  it  took  oft  the  whole 
effetSb,  and  what  was  a  ten  times  worfe 
evil  (fjr  they  feldom  comx  alone  in  this 
life)  in  pulling  out  his  forceps,  his  forceps 
unfortunately  drew  out  the  fqtnri  along 
with  it. 

When  a  propofition  can  be  taken  in 
two  fenfcs — 'tis  a  law  in  difputation, 
That  the  refpondent  may  reply  to  which 
of  the  two  he  pleafcs,  or  finds  moit  con- 
venient for  him. This  threw  the  ad- 
vantage of  the   argument  quite   on   my 

uncle   Tofy's  fide. "  Good    God  !  " 

cried  my  uncle  Toby,  "  are  children  brought 
"  into  the  10  or  Id  zvith  a  f quirt  ?" 

CHAP.    IX. 

i-~|*  TPON  my  honour,  Sir,  you  have 
\J  tore  every  bit  of  llcin  quite  off 
the  back  of  both  my  hands  with  your 
forceps,  cried  my  uncle  Toby — and  you 
have  crulli'd  all  my  knuckles  into  the 
bargain  with  them  to  a  jelly.     ' Tis  your 

own  fault,  faid  Dr.  Slop you  fliould 

D  2 
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have  clinch'd  your  two  fifls  together  into 
the  form  of  a  child's  head  as  I  told  you, 
and  fat  firm. — I   did  fo,    anfwered  my 

uncle  T'oify. Then  the  points  of  my 

forceps  have  not  been  fufficiently  arm'd, 
or  the  rivet  wants  clofing— or  elfe  the 
cut  on  my  thumb  has  made  me  a  little 
aukward — or  pofiibly — 'Tis  well,  quoth 
my  father,  interrupting  the  derail  of  pof- 
fibilities — that  the  experiment  was  not 
firft  made   upon  my    child's  head-piece. 

. It  would  not  have  been  a  cherry- 

flone  the  worfe,  anfwered  Dr.  Slop. — I 
maintain  it,  faid  my  uncle  Tol^yj  k  would 
have  broke  the  cerebellum  (unlefs  in- 
deed the  fkull  had  been  as  hard  as  a 
granado)   and  turn'd  it  all  into  a  perfedt 

pofifet. Pfhaw  !    replied  Dr.  Slopy  a 

child's  head  is  naturally  as  foft  as  the 
pap  of  an  apple; — the  futures  give  way 
—-and  befides,  I  could  have  extracted  by 

the  feet  after. — Not  you,  laid  fhe. 

I  rather  wilh  you  would  begin  that  way, 
quoth  my  father. 

Pray  do,  added  my  uncle  Toi'y* 
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CHAP.    X, 

ND  praVj  good  woman,  after 
all,    will  you  take  upon  you 
to  fay,  it  may  not   be  the  child's  hip,  as 

well  as  the  child's  head  ? 'Tis  mod 

certainly  the  head,  replied  the  midwife. 
Becaufe,  continued  Dr.  Slop  (turning  to 
my  father)  as  pofitive  as  thefe  old  ladies 
generally  are — 'tis  a  point  very  difficult 
to  know — and  yet  of  the  greateft  confe- 

quence  to   be  known; be  aufe,  Sir, 

if  the  hip  is  millaken  for  the  head  — 
there  is  a  poffibility  (if  it  is  a  boy)  that 
the  forceps      ******** 

Tf:  y^  i^  ^  7^  ^ 

' What  the     pofTibility    was,    Dr. 

^lop   whilpered   veiy   low  to   my  father, 

and  then  to  my  uncle  Toby. There  is 

no  fuch  danger,  continued  he,  with  the 
head. — No,  in  truth,  qgoth  my  father — 
but  when  your  poflibility  has  taken  place 
at  the  hip — you  may  as  well  take  off  die 
head  too. 

It  is  morally  impofllblc  the  read- 
^  3 
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er  fhculd  underfland  diis 'tis  enough 

Dr.  Slcp  underflood  it ; fo  taking  the 

green  baize  bag  in  his  hand,  with  the  help 
of  Ghadlah\  pumps,  he  tripp'd  pretty 
nimbiy,  for  a  man   of  his  fize,  acrofs  the 

room  to  the  door — and    from  the 

door  was  fhewn  the  way,  by  the  good 
old  midwife,  to  my  mother's  apart- 
ments. 

CHAP.   xr. 

T  is  two  hours,  and  ten  minutes — and 

no  more — cried  my  father,  looking  at 
his  watch,  fince  Dr.  Slop  and  Ohadlah  ar- 
rived -  and  I  know  net  how  it  happens, 
brother  Toby—  but  to  my  imginadon  it 
feems  almoil  an  age. 
— — Here— pray,  Sir,  take  hold  of  my 
cap— nay,  take  the  bell  along  with  it, 
and  my  pantoufies  too. 

Now,  :  ir,  they  are  all  at  your  fervice  ; 
and  I  freely  make  you  a  prefent  of  'em, 
on  condition  you  give  me  all  your  atten- 
tion to  this  chapter. 

Though  my  father  faid,  "  he  kneiv  mi 
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<'  how  it  haPpeu'dj' — yet  he  knew  very 

well  how  it  happen'd  j and  at  the  in- 

^l:ant  he  fpoke  it,  was  pre-determincd  in 
his  mind  to  give  my  uncle  Toby  a  clear 
account  of  the  matter  by  a  metaphyfical 
differtation  upon  the  fubied  of  duration 
audits  fimpk  modes ^  in  order  to  fhew  my 
uncle  Toby  by  v/hat  mechanifm  and  men- 
furations  in  the  brain  it  came  to  pafs, 
that  the  rapid  fucceffion  of  their  ideas, 
and  the  eternal  fcampering  of  the  dif- 
courfe  from  one  thing  to  another,  fince 
Dr.  Slop  had  come  into  the  room,  had 
lengthened  out  fo  fhort  a  period  to  fo  in- 
conceivable an  extent. "  I  know  not 

"  how   it  happens — cried  my  father, — - 
"  but  it  feems  an  age." 

'Tis  owing    entirely,  quoth   my 

uncle  Tobyj  to  the  fucceffion  of  our  ideas. 

My  father,  who  had  an  itch,  in  com- 
mon with  all  philofophers,  of  reafoning 
upon  every  thing  which  happened,  and 
accounting  for  it  too — propofed  infinite 
pleafure  to  himfelf  in  this,  of  the  fuccef- 
fion of  ideas,  and  had  not  the  leaft  ap- 
prehenfion  of  having  it   fnatch'd  out  of 

D  4 
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his  hands  by  my  uncle  T^ohy^  who  (honeft 
man!)  generally  took  every  thing  as  it 

happened  i and  who,  of  all  things  in 

the  world,  troubled  his  brain  the  leaft 
with  abftrufe  thinking ; — the  ideas  of 
time  and  fpace — or  how  we  came  by 
thofe  ideas — or  of  what  ftufF  they  were 

made or   whether   they    were    born 

with  us — or  we  picked  them  up  after- 
wards as  we  went  along — or  whether  we 

did  it  in  frocks or   not  till  we  had 

got  into  breeches — with  a  thoufand  other 
inquiries   and  difpures   about  infinity, 

PRESCIENCE,  liberty,  NECESSITY,  and   fo 

forth,  upon  whofe  delperate  and  uncon- 
querable  theories     fo  many    fine    heads 

have  been  turned  and  cracked never 

did  my  uncle  l!ohf%  the  leaft  injury  at 
all ;  my  father  knew  it— and  was  no  lefs 
furprized  than  he  was  difappointed,  with 
my  uncle's  fortuitous  folution. 

Do  you  underftand  the  theory  of  that 
affair  ?    replied  my  father. 

Not  I,  quoth  my  uncle. 

—  But  you  have  fome  ideas,  f^id  my 
father,  of  wliat  you  talk  about  ?— 
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No  more  than  my  horfe,  replied  my 
uncle  l^oby. 

Gracious  heaven  1  cried  nnv  fatlier, 
looking  upwards,   and  clafping  liis   two 

hands   together there  is  a  \yorth  in 

thy   honed  ignorance,  brother  ^oh 

'twere  almoft  a  pity  to  exchange  it  for  a 
knowledge.  — But  I'll  tell  thee. 

To  underftand  what  time  is  aright, 
without  which  we  never  can  comprehend 
infinity^  infomuch   as  one  is  a  portion  of 

the   other we   ought  ferioufly  to  fit 

down  and   confider  what   idea  it  is  we 
have  of  duration^  fo  as  to  give  a  faiisfac- 

tory  account  how  we  came  by  ic. 

What  is  that  to  any  body  ?  quoth  my 
uncle  T'ohy.  *  For  if  you  will  turn  your 
eyes  inwards  upon  your  mind,  continued 
my  father,  and  obferve  attentively ,  you  will 
ferceivey  brother^  that  whilfi  you  and  I  are 
talking  together,  and  thinking,  and  fmok- 
ing  our  pipes,  or  whilft  we  receive  JucceJ- 
fively  ideas  in  our  minds,  we  know  that  we 
do  exifi,  and  Jo  we  ejiimate  the  exiftence,  or 

*  Vide  Locke. 
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the  cmt'muation  vf  the  exiftence  of  our/elves, 
er  any  thing  elfe^  commenfurate  to  the  Jiic- 
cejfion  of  any  ideas  in  our  minds^  the  dura- 
lion  of  ourfehesy  or   any  fiich  other  thing 

£0-exifting  'with  our   thinking and  Jo 

according  to   that   -preconceived You 

puzzle  me  to  death,  cried  my  uncle 
Tohy, 

'Tis  owing  to  this,  replied  my 

father,  that  in  our  computations  oi  time, 
we  are  fo  ufed  to  minutes,  hours,  weeks, 

and  months and   of  clocks  (I   wifh 

there  was  not  a  clock  in  the  kingdom) 
to  meafure  out  their  feveral  portions  to 

us,   and  to  thofe  who  belong  to  us 

that  'twill  be  well,  if  in  time  to  come, 
the  Jucceffion  of  our  ideas  be  of  any  ufe 
or  fervice  to  us  at  all. 

Now,  whether  we  obferve  it  or  no, 
continued  my  father,  in  every  found 
man's  head,  there  is  a  regular  fucceffion 
of  ideas  of  one  fort  or  other,  which  fol- 
low each  other  in  train  juft  like A 

train   of  artillery  ?  faid  my  uncle   ^ohy 

A  train  of  a  fiddle-flick  !  —  quoth 

m^  father  —  wliiqh  follow  and  fucceed 
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one  another  in  our  minds  at  certain  dif- 
tances,  juft  like  the  images  in  the  infide 
of  a  lanthorn  turned  round  by  the  heat 
of  a  candle. — I  declare,  quoth  my  uncle 
T'chy,  mine  are  more  like  a  fmoke-jack. 
Then,  brother  Tc^>',  I  have  no- 
thing more  to  fay  to  you  upon  that  fub- 
jed,  faid  my  father. 


w 


CHAP.     XII. 

HAT  a  conjun6lure  was  here 

loft  ! My  father  in  one 

of  his  beft  explanatory  moods — in  eager 
purfuit  of  a  metaphyfical  point  into  the 
very  regions,  where  clouds  and  thick 
darknefs  would  foon  have  encompafied 
it  about ; — my  uncle  Toby  in  one  of  the 
fineft  difpofitions  for  it  in  the  world ; — 
his  head  like  a  fmoke-jack  ; the  fun- 
nel unfwept,  and  the  ideas  whirling  round 
and  round  about  in  it,  all  obfufcated  and 
darkened   over  with  fuliginous  matter ! 

—By  the  tomb-ftone  of  Lucian if  it 

is  in  being if  not,  why  then  by   his 

^fhes !  by  the  afhes  of  my  dear  Rabdais^ 
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and  dearer    Cervantes  !- my   father 

and  my  uncle  1'oby's  difcourfe  upon  time 
and  ETERNITY — — was  a  difcourfe  de- 
voutly to  be  wifhed  for  !  and  the  petu- 
lancyofmy  father's  humour,  inputting 
a  flop  to  it  as  he  did,  was  a  robbery  of 
the  Ontologic  ^reafury  of  fuch  a  jewel,  as 
no  coalition  of  great  occafions  and  great 
men  are  ever  likely  to  rellore  to  it  again. 


T 


CHAP.    XIIL 

'^HO'  my  father  perfifled  in  not  go- 
ing on  with  the  difcourfe— yet  he 
could  not  get  my  uncle  l!oby\  finoke- 
jack  out  of  his  head — piqued  as  he  was 
at  firfl:  with  it  j — there  was  fomething  in 
the  comparifjn  at  the  bottom,  whicli  hit 
his  fancy  j  for  which  purpofe,  refting  his 
elbow  upon  the  table,  and  reclining  the 
right  fide  of  his  head  upon  the  palm  of 

his  hand but  looking  firjfl  fledfallly  in 

the   fire he  began  to  commune  with 

himfelf,  and  philofophize  about  it: 
btit  his  fpirits  being  wore  out  with  the 
fatigues  of  invefligating  new  traitsj  and 
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the  conftant  exertion  of  his  faculties  up- 
on that  variety  of  fubjefls  which  had 
taken  their  turn  in  the  difcourfe 
the  idea  of  the  fmoke-jack  foon  turned 
all  his  ideas  upfide  down — fo  that  he  fell 
afleep  almoft  before  he  knew  what  he 
was  about. 

As  for  my  uncle  Tohy^  his  fmoke-jack 
had  not  made  a  dozen  revolutions,  be- 
fore he  fell  afleep  alfo. Peace  be  with 

thenn.  both  ! Dr.  Slop  is  engaged  with 

the  midwife  and  my  mother  above  flairs. 

T^rim  is  bufy  in  turning  an  old  pair 

of  jack-boots  into  a  couple  of  mortars, 
to  be  employed  in  the  fiege  of  Mejfma 
next  fummer — and  is  this  inflant  boring 
the  touch-holes  with  the  point  of  a  hot 
poker.  All  my  heroes  are  off  my 
hands; — 'tis  the  firfb  time  I  have  had  a 
moment  to  fpare — and  I'll  make  ufc  of 
itj  and  write  my  preface. 
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The    A  U  T  H  O  R's     PREFACE. 


O,  I'll  not  fay  a  word  about  it- 


here   it  is;— in   publifliing    it — I 

have  appealed  to   the  world and  to 

the  world  I  leave  it;— it  muft  fpeak  for 
itfelf. 

All  I  know  of  the  matter  is — when  I 
fat  down,  my  intent  was  to  write  a  good 
book ;  and  as  far  as  the  tenuity  of  my 
underftanding  would  hold  out — a  wife, 
aye,  and  a  difcreet — taking  care  only,  as 
I  v*'ent  along,  to  put  into  it  all  the  wit 
and  the  judgment  (be  it  more  or  lefs) 
which  the  great  Author  and  Beflower  of 
them  had   thought  fit  originally  to  give 

me fo  that,  as  your  worfliips  fee — .. 

'tis  juft  as  God  pleafes. 

Now,  JgalaJIes  {(peaking  dilpraifingly) 
fayeth.  That  there  may  be  fome  wit  in 
It,  for  aught  he  knows but  no  judg- 
ment at  all.  And  'T'nptokmus  and  Pbii~ 
tatorius  agreeing  thereto,  aP^,  How  is  it 
poITible  there  Ihould  ?  for  that  wit  and 
judgment  in  this  world  never  go  toge- 
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ther ;  Inafmuch  as  they  are  two  opera- 
tions dijffering  from  each  other  as  wide  as 

eaft  from  weft Soj  fays  Locke 

fo  are  farting  and  hickuping,  fay  I.  Buc 
in  anfvver  to  this,  Didius  the  great  church 
lawyer,  in  his  code  de  fartendi  et  illuj- 
irandi  fallaciisy  doth  maintain  and  make 
fully   appear,    That  an  illuftration  is  no 

argument nor  do  I  maintain  the  wip-, 

ing  of  a  looking-glafs  clean  to  be  a  fyl- 

logifm ; but  you    all,    may  it  pleafe 

your  worfliips,  fee  the  better  for  it 

fo  that  the  main  good  thefe  things  do  is 
only  to  clarify  the  underftanding,  pre- 
vious to  the  application  of  the  argument 
itfelf,  in  order  to  free  it  from  any  litde 
motes,  or  fpecks  of  opacular  matter, 
which,  if  left  fwimming  therein,  might 
hinder  a  conception  and  fpoil  all. 

Now,    my   dear  anti-Shandeans,  and 
thrice  able  criticks,  and  fellow-labourers 

(for  to  you  I  write  this  Preface) 

and  to  you,  moft  fubtle  ftatefmen  and  dif- 
creet  doctors  (do — pull  oft  your  beards) 

renowned  for  gravity  and  wifdom  j 

■MompluSy     my  politician — JDidiuSj    my 
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coiinftl;    KyJarciuSj  my  friend; — Fhuta^ 

toriusy    my    guide  ; Gafiri^heres^  the 

preferver   of  my    life  -,  Scmnolentius,   the 

balm  and  repofe  of  it- not  forgetting 

all  others,  as  well  lleeping  as  waking, 
ecclefiaftical  as  civil,  whom  for  brevity, 
but  out  of  no  refentm.ent  to  you,  I   lump 

all    together. Believe     me,    right 

worthy. 

My  moft  zealous  wifh  and  fervent 
prayer  in  your  behalf,  and  in  my  own 
too,  in  cafe  the  thing  is  not  done  already 
for  us is,  that  the  great  gifts  and  en- 
dowments both  of  wit  and  judgaient, 
with  every  thing  which  ufually  goes  along 

with  them. fuch  as  memiory,  fancy, 

genius,  eloquence,  quick  parts,  and  what 
not,  may  this  precious  moment,  without 
ftint  or  meafure,  let  or  hindrance,  be 
poured  down  warm  as  each  of  us  could 
bear  it — fcum  and  fediment  and  all  (for 
I  would  not  have  a  drop  loft)  into  the  fe- 
veral  receptacles,  cells,  cellules,  domi- 
ciles, dormitories,  refedlories,  and  fpare 

places  of  our  brains — ^- in  fuch   fort, 

that  they  might  continue  to  be  injected 
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and  tiinn'd  into,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  my  wifh,  until 
every  veflel  of  them,  both  great  and 
fmall,  be  fo  replenifli'd,  faturated,  and 
filled  up  therewith,  that  no  more,  would 
it  fave  a  man's  life,  could  poflibly  be  got 
either  in  or  out. 

Blefs  us ! — what  noble  work  we  fliould 

make ! how  fliould  I   tickle  it  off! 

and  what  fpirits  fhould  I  find  my- 

felf  in,  to  be  writing  away  for  fuch  read- 
ers !- and  you — juft  heaven  !■ with 

what  raptures  would  you  fit  and  read — 

but  oh  ! — 'tis  too  much 1  am  fick 

1    faint    away    delicioufly   at    the 

thoughts  of   it — 'tis  more    than  nature 

can  bear  ! — lay    hold  of  me 1    am 

giddy — I  am  ftone  blind — I'm  dying — I 
am  gone. — Help!  Help!  Help! — But 
hold — I  grow  fomething  better  again, 
for  I  am  beginning  to  forefee,  when  this 
is  over,  that  as  we  fhall  all  of  us  conti- 
nue to  be  great  wits — we  fiiould  never 
agree  amongft  ourfelves,  one  day  to  an 

end: there  would  be  fo'  much  fatire 

and   farcafm fcoffing    and     flouting, 

VOLr    II.  £ 
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with  raillying  and  reparteeing    of   it — 
thrufling  and    parrying   in    one    corner 

or  another there  would  be  nothing 

but  mifchief  among  us Chafte  ftars  ! 

what  biting  and  fcratching,  and  what  a 
racket  and  a  clatter  we  Ihould  make, 
what  with  breaking  of  heads,  rapping  of 
knuckles,  and  hitting  of  fore  places — 
there  would  be  no  fuch  thing  as  Uving 
for  us. 

But  then  again,  as  we  fliould  all  of  us 
be  men  of  great  judgment,  we  Ihould 
make  up  matters  as  faft  as  ever  they  went 
wrong  J  and  though  we  Ihould  abominate 
each  other  ten  times  worfe  than  fo  many 
devils  or  devilelTes,  we  Ihould  neverthe- 
lefs,  my  dear  creatures,  be  all  courtefy 
and  kindnefs,  milk  and  honey — 'twould 
be  a  fecond  land  of  promife — a  paradifc 
upon  earth,  if  there  was  fuch  a  thing  to 
be  had — fo  that  upon  the  whole  we 
Ihould  have  done  well  enough. 

All  I  fret  and  fume  at,  and  what  moft 
diftrcffes  my  invention  at  prefent,  is  how 
to  bring  the  point  itfelf  to  bear ;  for  as 
your  worfhips  well  know,  that  of  thefe 
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heavenly  emanations  o(  wit  and  judgmfnr, 
which  I  have  fo  bountifully  wiflied  both 
for  your  worfhips  and  myfelf— there  is 
but  a  certain  quantum  ftored  up  for  us 
all,  for  the  ufe  and  behoof  of  the  whole 
race  of  mankind  i  and  fuch  fmall  modi- 
cums of  'em  are  only  fent  forth  into  this 
wide  world,  circulating  here  and  there 
in  one  bye  corner  or  another — and  in 
fuch  narrow  ftreams,  and  at  fuch  pro- 
digious Ir^tervals  from  each  other,  that 
one  would  wonder  how  it  holds  out,  or 
could  be  fufficient  for  the  wants  and 
emergencies  of  fo  many  great  eftates, 
and  populous  empires. 

Indeed  there  is  one  thing  to  be  con- 
fide red,  that  in  Nova  Zembla,  North 
Laplandj  and  in  all  thofe  cold  and  dreary 
tracks  of  the  globe,  which  lie  more  dire6l- 
ly  under  the  ar6lick  and  antar6lick  cir- 
cles, where  the  whole  province  of  a  man's 
concernments  lies  for  near  nine  months 
together  within  the  narrow  compafs  of 
his  cave — where  the  fpirits  are  comprefT- 
ed  almoft  to  nothing — and  where  the 
paflions  of  a  man,  with  every  thing  which 
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belongs  to  them,  are  as  frigid  as  the 
zone  itfelf — there  the  leaft  quantity  of 
judgment    imaginable   does    the    bufinefs 

— and  of  wit there  is  a  total  and  an 

abfolute  faving — for  as  not  one  fpark  is 
wanted  —  fo  not  one  fpark  is  given. 
Angels  and  minifters  of  grace  defend  us ! 
what  a  difmal  thing  would  it  have  been 
to  have  governed  a  kingdom,  to  have 
fought  a  battle,  or  made  a  treaty,  or  run 
a  match,  or  wrote  a  book,  or  got  a 
child,  or  held  a  provincial  chapter  there, 
with,  io  plentiful  a  lack  of  wit  and  judg- 
ment about  us  !  For  mercy's  fake,  let  us 
think  no  more  about  it,  but  travel  on  as 
faft  as  we  can  fouthwards  into  Norway — 
crofiing  over  Swedeland,  if  you  pleafe, 
through  the  fmall  triangular  province  of 
Anegrmania  to  the  lake  of  Bothnia ;  coaft- 
ing  along  it  through  eaft  and  weft  Bothnia^ 
d.Gvn  to  Careliay  and  fo  on,  through  all 
thofe  ftates  and  provinces  which  bor- 
der upon  the  far  fide  of  the  Gulf  of  Fin- 
landi  and  the  north-eaft  of  the  Baltick, 
up  to  Peterfbourgj  and  juft  ftepping  into 
Ing7-ia  i  —  then   ftretching   over  directly 
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from  thence  through  the  north  parts  of 
the  Ruffian  empire  —  leaving  Siberia  a 
little  upon  the  left  hand,  till  we  got  into 
the  very  heart  of  Ruffian  and  Afiatick 
Tartary. 

Now  through  this  long  tour  which  I 
have  led  you,  you  obferve  the  good  peo- 
ple are  better  off  by  far,  than  in  the  po- 
lar countries  which  we  have  juft  left  :— 
for  if  you  hold  your  hand  over  your  eyes, 
and  look  very  attentively,  you  may  per- 
ceive fome  fmall  glimmerings  (as  it  were) 
of  wit,  v/ith  a  comfortable  provifion  of 
good  plain  houfiold  judgment,  which, 
taking  the  quality  and  quantity  of  it  to- 
gether,   they   make   a   very   good   fhift 

with ^and  had  they  more  of  either 

the  one  or  the  other,  it  would  dcftroy 
the  proper  balance  betwixt  them,  and  I 
am  fatisfied  moreover  they  would  want 
occafions  to  put  them  to  ufe. 

Now,  Sir,  if  I  condud  you  home  again 
into  this  warmer  and  more  luxuriant 
ifland,  where  you  perceive  the  fpring- 
tide    of  our   blood   and    humours    runs 
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high where  we  have  more  ambi- 
tion, and  pride,  and  envy,  and  lechery, 
and  other  whorefon  paflions  upon  our 
hands   to  govern   and  fubjeft  to  reafon 

the   height  of  our  wit,  and  the 

depth  of  our  judgment,  you  fee,  are  ex- 
aftly  proportioned  to  the  length  and 
breadth  of  our  necelTities and  ac- 
cordingly we  have  them  fent  down  a- 
mongH  us  in  fuch  a  flowing  kind  of  de- 
cent and  creditable  plenty,  that  no  one 
thinks  he  has  any  caufe  to  complain. 

It  mull  however  be  confeffed  on  this 
head,  that,  as  our  air  blows  hot  and 
cold — wet  and  dry,  ten  times  in  a  day,, 
we  have  them  in  no  regular  and  fettled 
way  i — fo  that  fometimes  for  near  half 
a  century  together,  there  Ihall  be  very 
little  wit  or  judgment  either  to  be  ittn. 

or  heard  of  amongft  us : -the   fmall 

channels  of  them  Ihall  feem  quite  dried 

up then  all  of  a  fudden  the  fluices 

fhall  break  out,  and  take  a  fit  of  run- 
ning again  like  fury you  would  think 

they  would  never  flop : and  then  it 
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is,  that  in  writing,  and  fighting,  and 
twenty  other  gallant  things,  we  drive  all 
the  world  before  us. 

It  is  by  thefe  obfervations,  and  a  wary 
reafoning  by  analogy  in  that  kind  of  ar- 
gumentative procefs,  which  Suidas  calls 

diale^ick  indu5fion that  I  draw  and 

fet  up  this  pofition  as  moft  true  and  ve- 
ritable i 

That  of  thefe  two  luminaries  fo  much 
of  their  irradiations  are  fufFered  from  time 
to  time  to  fhine  down  upon  us,  as  he, 
whofe  infinite  wifdom  which  difpenfes 
every  thing  in  exa6l  weight  and  meafure, 
knows  will  juft  ferve  to  light  us  on  our 
way  in  this  night  of  our  obfcurity;  fo 
that  your  reverences  and  worfhips  now 
find  out,  nor  is  ic  a  moment  longer  in 
my  power  to  conceal  it  from  you,  That 
the  fervent  wifli  in  your  behalf  with  which 
I  fet  out,  was  no  more  than  the  firft  in- 
finuating  How  d'ye  of  a  careffing  pre- 
facer,  ftifling  his  reader,  as  a  lover  f jme- 
times  does  a  coy  miftrcfs,  into  filence. 
For  alas  !  could  this  effufion  of  light 
have  been  as  eafily  procured,  as  the  ex- 
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ordiiim  wifhed  it — I  tremble  to  think 
how  many  thoufands  for  it,  of  benighted 
travellers  (in  the  learned  fciences  at  leaft) 
muft  have  groped  and  blundered  on  in 
the   dark,  all  the    nights   of  their  lives 

■ running  their    heads   againft   pofts, 

and  knocking  out  their   brains  without 

ever   getting  to  their  journies  end ; : 

fome  falHng  with  their  nofes  perpendicu- 
larly   into  finks others   horizontally 

with  their  tails  into  kennels.  Here  one 
half  of  a  learned  profeflion  tilting  full 
but  againft  the  other  half  of  it,  and  then 
tumbling  and  rolling  one  over  the  other 
in  the  dirt  like  hogs. — Here  the  brethren 
of  another  profeflion,  who  Ihould  have 
run  in  oppofition  to  each  other,  flying 
on  the  contrary  like  a  flock  of  wild  geefe, 
all  in  a  row  the  fame  way.— What  con- 

fufion  !— what  miftakes  ! fiddlers  and 

painters  judging  by  their  eyes  and  ears 
—  admirable! — trufting  to  the  paflions 
excited — in  an  air  fung,  or  a  ftory  paint- 
ed to  the  heart inftead  of  mieafuring 

them  by  a  quadrant. 

In  the  fore-ground  of  this  pifture,  a 
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fiatejman  turning  the  political  wheel,  like 

a  brute,  the  wrong  way  round aga'inft 

the  ftreann  of  corruption — by  Heaven  1 
inflead  oiwith  it. 

In  this  corner,  a  fon  of  the  divine 
EJculapiuSy  writing  a  book  againft  pre- 
deftination;  perhaps  worfe— fechng  his 
patient's  pulfe,  inftead  of  his  apotheca- 
ry's  a  brother  of  the  Faculty  in  the 

back-ground  upon  his  knees  in  tears— 
drawing  the  curtains  of  a  mangled  vic- 
tim to  beg  his  forgivenefs;  — offering  a 
fee — inftead  of  taking  one. 

In  that  Ipacious  hall,  a  coalition  of 
the  gown,  from  all  the  bars  of  it,  driving 
a  damn'd,  dirty,  vexatious  cauf;  before 
them,   with   all    their    might   and   main, 

the  wrong  way  ! kicking  it  out  of  the 

great  doors,  inftead  of,   in and  with 

fuch  fury  in  their  looks,  and  fuch  a  de- 
gree of  inveteracy  in  their  manner  of 
kicking  it,  as  if  the  laws  had  been  ori- 
ginally made  for  the  peace  and  preferva- 

tion  of  mankind  : perhaps  a  more 

enormous  mif:uke  committed  by  them 
ftill a  litigated  point  fairly   hung 
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up; — for  inflance,  Whether    John 

oNokes  his  nofe  tould  Hand  in  'J^om  o  Stiles 
his  face,  without  a  trefpafs,  or  not — 
rafhly  determined  by  them  in  five-and- 
twenty  minutes,  which,  with  the  cau- 
tious pros  and  cons  required  in  fo  intri- 
cate a  proceeding,  might  have  taken  up 

as  many  months and  if  carried   on 

upon  a  miUtary  plan,  as  your  honours 
know  an  action  fhould  be,  with  all  the 

ftratagems    pradicable     therein, 

fuch   as  feints,-- forced  marches, 

furprizes ambulcades mafk- bat- 
teries, and  a  thoufand  other  ftrokes  of 
generaifhip,  which  confift  in  catching  at 

all  advantages  on  both  fides might 

reafonably  have  iafted  them  as  many 
years,  finding  food  and  raiment  all  that 
term  for  a  centumvirate  of  the  pro- 
feiTion. 

As  for  the  Clergy No if  I 

fay  a  word  againft   them,  I'll  be   fnot. 

1   have  no  defirej — and  befides,  if 

I  had — I   durft  not  for  my  foul  touch 

"upon   the    fubjedl with   fuch  weak 

nerves  and  fpirits,  and   in  the  condition 
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I  am  in  at  prefent,  'twould  be  as  much 
as  my  life  was  worth,  to  dejedl  and  con- 
trift  myfelf  with  fo  bad  and  melancholy 
an  account — and  therefore  'tis  fafer  to 
draw  a  curtain  acrofs,  and  haften  from 
it,  as  faft  as  I  can,  to  the  main  and  prin- 
cipal point  I  have  undertaken  to  clear 

up and  that   is.  How  it   comes   to 

pafs,  that  your  men  of  leaft  ivit  are  re- 
ported to  be  men  of  moft  judgment. 

But  mark — I  fay,  reported  to  be — for  it  is 
no  m.ore,  my  dear  Sirs,  than  a  report, 
and  which,  like  twenty  others  taken  up 
every  day  upon  truft,  I  maintain  to  be  a 
vile  and  a  malicious  report  into  the  bar- 
gain. 

This  by  the  help  of  the  cbfervation 
already  premifed,  and  I  hope  ahxady 
weighed  and  perpended  by  your  reve- 
rences and  worll:iips,  I  iliall  foithv/iili 
make  appear. 

I  hate  fet  diflertations and  above 

all  things  in  the  v/orld,  'tis  one  cf  the 
fillieft  things  in  one  of  them,  to  darken 
your  hypothefis  by  placing  a  number  of 
tall,  opake  words,  one   before  another. 
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in  a  right  line,  betwixt  your  own  and 
your  reader's  conception— when  in  all 
likelihood,  if  you  had  looked  about, 
you  might  have  feen  fomething  Handing, 
or  hanging  up,  which  would  have  cleared 
the  point  at  once — "  for  what  hindrance, 
"  hurt,  or  harm  doth  the  laudable  de- 
"  fire  of  knowledge  bring  to  any  man, 
if  even  from  a  fot,  a  pot,  a  fool,  a 
ftool,  a  winter-mittain,  a  truckle  for 
a  pully,  the  Hd  of  a  goldfmith's  cru- 
"  cible,  an  oil  bottle,  an  old  flipper,  or 
"  a  cane  chair  ?" — I  am  this  moment 
fitting  upon  one.  Will  you  give  me 
leave  to  illuftrate  this  affair  of  wit  and 
judgment,  by  the  two  knobs  on  the  top 
of  the  back  of  it  P-^thejr  are  fattened  on, 
you  fee,"  with  two  pegs  fluck  flightly  into 
two  gimlet-holes,  and  v/ill  place  what  1 
have  to  fay  in  fo  clear  a  light,  as  to  let 
you  fee  through  the  drift  and  meaning  of 
my  whole  preface,  as  plainly  as  if  every 
point  and  particle  of  it  was  made  up  of 
fun-beams. 

I  enter  now  dire6tly  upon  the  point. 
— Here  ftands  wit — and  there  Hands 
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judgment,  clofe  befide  it,  jiift  like  the 
two  knobs  I'm  fpeaking  of,  upon  the 
back  of  this  felf-fame  chair  on  which^  I 
am  fitting. 

— You  fee,  they  are  the  higheft  and 
mod  ornamental  parts  of  its  frame — as 
wit  and  judgment  are  of  ours — and  like 
them  too,  indubitably  both  made  and 
fitted  to  go  together,  in  order,  as  we 
fay  in  all  fuch  cafes  of  duplicated  embel- 
lifhments to  anfiver  one  another. 

Now  for  the  fake  of  an  experiment, 
and  for  the  clearer  illudrating  this  mat- 
ter— let  us  for  a  moment  take  off  one  of 
thefe  two  curious  ornaments  (I  care  not 
which)  from  the  point  or  pinnacle  of 
the  chair  it  now  flands  on — nay,  don't 
laugh  at  it, — but  did  you  ever  fee,  in  the 
whole  CGurfe  of  your  lives,  fjch  a  ridi- 
culous bufmefs  as  this  has  made  of  it  ? 
— Why,  'tis  as  miferable  a  fight  as  a 
fow  with  one  earj  and  there  is  juft  as 
much  fenfe  and  fymmetry  in  the  one  as 

in    the    other: do pi^ay*  get   off- 

ycur  feats  only  to  take  a  view  of  it. 

Now  would  any  man  who  valued  his  cha- 


$2  THE    LIFE    AN'D    OPINIONS 

rafter  a  ftraw,  have  turned  a  piece  of 
work  out  of  his  hand  in  fuch  a  condi- 
tion ? nay,  lay  your  hands  upon  your 

hearts,  and  anfv/er  this  plain  queftion. 
Whether  this  one  fingle  knob,  which 
now  Hands  here  like  a  blockhead  by  it- 
felf,  can  ferve  any  purpole  upon  earth, 
but  to  put  one  in  mind  of  the  want  of 
the  other  ? — and  let  me  farther  alk,  in 
cafe  the  chair  was  your  own,  if  you 
would  not  in  your  confciences  think, 
rather  than  be  as  it  is,  that  it  would 
be  ten  times  better  without  any  knob 
at  all  ? 

Now  thele  two    knobs or  top 

ornaments  of  the  mind  of  man,  which 

crown  the  whole  entablature -being, 

as  I  faid,  wit  and  judgment,  which  of  all 
others,  as  I  have  proved  it,  are  the  moll 

needful the  moft  priz'd — the  moll 

calamitous  to  be  without,  and  confe- 
quently  the  hardeft  to  come  at — for  all 
thefe  reafons  put  together,  there  is  not  a 
mortal  among  us,  fo  deftitute  of  a  love 
of  good  fame  or  feeding or  fo  igno- 
rant of  what  will  do  him  good  therein — 
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who  does  not  wifli  and  ftedfaftly  refolve 
in  his  own  mind,  to  be,  or  to  be  thought 
at  Icaft,  m  after  of  the  one  or  the  other, 
and  indeed  of  both  of  them,  if  the  thing 
feems  any  way  feafible,  or  likely  to  be 
brought  to  pafs. 

Now  your  graver  gentry  having  little 
or  no  kind  of  chance  in  aiming  at  the 
one — unlefs  they  laid  hold  of  the  other, 
pray  what  do  you  think  would  be- 
come of  them  ? Why,  Sirs,  in  fpite 

of  all  their  gravities,  they  muft  e'en  have 
been  contented  to  have  gone  with  their 
infides  naked  « this  was  not  to  be 
borne,  but  by  an  effort  of  philofophy 
not  to  be  fuppofed  in  the  cafe  we  are 

upon fo  that  no  one  could  well  have 

been  angry  with  them,  had  they  been  fa- 
tisfied  with  what  little  they  could  have 
{hatched  up  and  fecreted  under  their 
cloaks  and  great  perriwigs,  had  they  not 
raifed  a  hue  and  cry  at  the  fame  time 
againft  the  lawful  owners. 

I  need  not  tell  your  worfliips,  that 
this  was  done  with  fo  much  cunning  and 
artifice-      ■   that   the   great  Lccke,  who 
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was  feldom   outwitted  by   falfe   founds 

was   neverthelefs   bubbled   here* 

The  cry,  itfeems,  was  fo  deep  and  folemn 
a  one,  and  what  with  the  help  of  great 
wigs,  grave  faces,  and  other  implements 
of  deceit,  was  rendered  fo  general  a  one 
againfl:  the  poor  wits  in  this  matter,  that 
the  philofopher  himfelf  was  deceived  by 
it — it  was  his  glory  to  free  the  world 
from  the  lumber  of  a  thoufand  vulgar 

errors  j but  this  was  not  of  the  num^ 

ber ;  fo  that  inflead  of  fitting  down  cooly, 
as  fuch  a  philofopher  fhould  have  done, 
to  have  examined  the  matter  of  fa6l  be- 
fore he  philofophifed  upon  it on  the 

contrary  he  took  the  fad  for  granted, 
and  fo  joined  in  with  the  cry,  and  hal- 
loo'd  it  as  boifteroufly  as  the  refl. 

This  has  been  made  the  Magna  Chart  a 
offtupidity  ever  fince but  your  re- 
verences plainly  fee,  it  has  been  obtained 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  title  to  it  is 

not  worth  a  groat : which  by-the-bye 

is  one  of  the  many  and  vile  impofitions 
which  gravity  and  grave  folks  have  to 
anfwer  for  hereafter. 
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As  for  great  wigs,  upon  which  I  may 
be  thought  to  have  fpoken  my  mind  too 
freely 1  beg  leave  to  qualify  what- 
ever has  been  unguardedly  faid  to  their 
difpraife  or  prejudice,  by  one  general  de- 
claration  That  I  have  no  abhorrence 

whatever,  nor  do  I  deteft  and  abjure  ei- 
ther great  wigs  or  long  beards,  any  far- 
ther than  when  I  fee  they  are  befpoke 
and  let  grow  on  purpofe  to  carry  on  this 
felf-fame    impofture — for   any   purpofe 

peace  be  with  them  1— j^-  mark  only 

1  write  not  for  them. 

CHAP.    XIV. 

EVERY  day  for  at  lead  ten  years  to- 
gether did  my  father  refolve  to  have 
it  mended — 'tis  not  mended  yet  i — no 
family  but  ours  would  have   borne  with 

it  an  hour and  what  is  moft  ailonifh- 

ing,  there  was  not  a  fubje(fl  in  the  world 
upon  which  my  father  was   fo  eloquent, 

as   upon   that  of   door- hinges. And 

yet   at  the  fame  time,  he  was   certainly 
one  of  the  greateft  bubbles  to  them,  I 

VOL.  II.  F 
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think,  that  hiftory  caa  produce  :  his  rhe- 
torick  and  condu6l  were  at  perpetual 
handy-cufFs. — Never  did  the  parlour- 
door  open — but    his   philofophy   or  his 

principles  fell  a  vi6lim  to  it ; three 

drops  of  oil  with  a  feather,  and  a  fmart 
ftroke  of  a  hanamer,  had  faved  his  ho- 
nour for  ever. 

Inconfiftent  foul   that  man    is! 

languiiliing  under  wounds,  which 
he  has  the  power  to  heal  1 — his  whole 
life  a  contradi6lion  to  his  knowledge  !— 
his  reafon,  that  precious  gift  of  God  to 
him — (inftead  of  pouring  in  oil)  ferving 
but  to  Iharpen  his  fenfibilities — to  mul- 
tiply his  pains,  and  render  him  more  me- 
lancholy and  uneafy  under  them  ! — Poor 
unhappy  creature,  that  he  fhould  do  fo ! 

Are  not  the  neceflary  caufes  of  mi- 

fery  in  this  life  enow,  but  he  muft  add 
voluntary  ones  to  his  flock  of  forrow; 
— ftruggle  againft  evils  which  cannot  be 
avoided,  and  fubmit  to  others,  which 
a  tenth  part  of  the  trouble  they  create 
him  would  remove  from  his  heart  for 
ever  ? 
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By  all  that  is  good  and  virtuous,  if 
there  are  three  drops  of  oil  to  be  got, 
and   a  hammer  to  be  found  within  ten 

miles  of  Shandy   Hall -the  parlour 

door  hinge  fhall  be  mended  this  reign. 

CHAP.     XV. 

WHEN  Corporal Tr/;;?  had  brought 
his  two  mortars  to  bear,  he  was 
delighted  with  his  handy-work  above 
meafure ;  and  knowing  what  a  pleafure 
it  would  be  to  his  mafter  to  fee  them, 
he  was  not  able  to  refill:  the  defire  he 
had  of  carrying  them  directly  into  his 
parlour. 

Now  next  to  the  moral  leflbn  I  had  in 
view  in  mentioning  the  ^^2dr  o^  hinges y  I 
had  a  fpeculative  confideration  arifing  out 
of  it,  and  it  is  this. 

Had  the  parlour  door  opened  and 
turn'd  upon  its  hinges,  as  a  door  fhould 
do— 

Or  for  example,  as  cleverly  as  our 
government  has  been  turning  upon  its 
hinges (that  is,  in  cafe  things  have 
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all  along  gone  well  with  your  worlKIp,— 
otherwife  I  give  up  my  finnile) — in  this 
cafe,   I  fay,    there  had  been   no  danger 
either    to  mafter   or   man,  in    Corporal 
Trim's  peeping  in  :  the  moment  he  had 
beheld  my  father  and  my  uncle  Tol'y  faft 
afleep — the  refpedfulnefs  of  his  carriage 
was  fuch,  he  would  have  retired  as  filent 
as  death,  and  left  them  both  in  their  arm- 
chairs, dreaming  as  happy  as  he  had  found 
them :  but  the  thing  was,  morally  fpeak- 
ing,  fo  very   impradicable,  that  for  th^ 
many  years  in  which  this  hinge  was  fuf- 
fered  to  be  out  of  order,  and  amongft 
the  hourly  grievances  my  father  fubmit- 
ted  to  upon  its  account — this  was  one ; 
that  he  never  folded  his  arms  to  take  his 
nap  after  dinner,  but  the  thoughts  of  be- 
ing unavoidably  awakened   by    the  firft 
perfon  who  fiiould  open  the  door,  was 
always   uppermoft    in   his    imagination^ 
and  fo  inceflantly  llepp'd  in  betwixt  him 
and  the  firft  balmy  prefage  of  his  repofe, 
as  to  rob  him,  as  he  often  declared,  of 
the  whole  fweets  of  it. 

*f  ^Vben  things  move  upn  had  hinges. 


li 
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an'  pleafe  your  lordlliips,  bow  can  it  be 

otherwije?" 

Pray  what's  the  matter  ?  Who  is  there  ? 
cried    my   father,   waking,  the  moment 

the  door  began  to  creak. 1  wifh  the 

fmith  would  give  a  peep  at  that  con- 
founded   hinge. 'Tis     nothing,     an' 

pleafe  your  honour,  faid  Trimy  but  two 
mortars  I  am  bringing  in. — They  fhan't 
make  a  clatter  with  them  here,  cried  my 
father  haftily. — If  Dr.  Slop  has  any  drugs 
tojpound,  let  him  do  it  in  the  kitchen.-^ 
May  it  pleafe  your  honour,  cried  Trzw, 
they  are  two  mortar-pieces  for  a  fiege 
next  fummer,  which  I  have  been  making 
out  of  a  pair  of  jack- boots,  which  Oba- 
diah  told  me  your  honour  had  left  off 
wearing. — By  Heaven  !  cried  my  father, 
Ipringing  out  of  his  chair,  as  he  fwore 
1  have  not  one  appointment  belong- 
ing to  me,  which  I    fet  fo  much  ftore  by 

as  I    do  by    thefe  jack-boots they 

were  our  great  grandfather's,  brother  Tb- 
Iry — they  were  hereditary.  Then  I  fear, 
quoth  my  uncle  'Toby,  'Trim  has  cut  off 
the  entail. — I  have  only  cut  off  the  tops, 

r  3 
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an'  pleafe  your  honour,  cried  'Trim  ■* 
I  \\2iX.t  perpetuities  as  much  as  any  man 
alivcj  cried  my  father-^- — -but  thefe  jack- 
boots, continued  he  (fmiling,  though 
very  angry  at  the  fame  time)  have  been 
in  the  family,  brother,  ever  fince  the  ci- 
vil  wars; Sir    Roger    Shandy    wore 

them  at  the  battle  of  Marfion-Moor, — I 
declare   I    would   not    have    taken    ten 

pounds  for   them. I'll   pay  you  the 

money,  brother  Shandy y  quoth  my  uncle 
Tohy^  looking  at  the  two  mortars  with 
infinite  pleafure,  and  putting  his  hand 
into   his  breeches  pocket  as  he  viewed 

them^ I'll  pay  you  the  ten  pounds  this 

moment  with  all  my  heart  and  foul. 

Brother  To^y,  replied  my  father,  alter- 
ing his  tone,  you  care  not  what  money 
you  diffipate  and  throw  away,  provided, 

continued  he,  'tis  but  upon  a  siege. 

Have  I  not  one  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  a  year,befides  my  half  pay?  cried 
my  uncle  T^ohy. — What  is  that— replied 
my  father  haftily— to  ten  pounds  for  a 
pair  of  jack-boots?— twelve  guineas  for 
your  fontoons .?— half  as  mijch  for  your 
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T>utch  draw-bridge  ? — to  fay  nothing  of 
the  train  of  little  brafs  artillery  you  be- 
fpoke  lall  week,  with  twenty  other  pre- 
parations for  the  fiege  of  Mejfina:  be- 
lieve me,  dear  brother  T^ohy^  continued 
my  father,  taking  him  kindly  by  the 
hand — thefe  military  operations  of  yours 
are  above  your  ftrength  ;  —  you  mean 
well,  brother but  they  carry  you  in- 
to greater  expences  than  you  were  firft 
aware  of; — and  take  my  word,  dear  Tb- 
byi  they  will  in  the  end  quite  ruin  your 
fortune,  and  make  a  beggar  of  you. — 
"What  fignifies  it  if  they  do,  brother,  re- 
plied my  uncle  Tohy^  fo  long  as  we  know 
'tis  for  the  good  of  the  nation  ? 

My  father  could  not  help  faiiling  for 
his  foul— his  anger  at  the  worft  was  ne- 
ver more  than  a  fparkj  — and  the  zeal 
and  fnnplicity  of  Trim — and  the  generous 
(though  hobby-horficjl)  gallantry  of 
my  uncle  Tohy^  brouglit  him  into  per- 
fedl  good  humour  with  them  in  an  in- 
ftant. 

Generous    fouls ! — God  profper  you 
F  4 
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both,  and  your  mortar-pieces  too !  quoth 
my  father  to  himfclf. 


CHAP.    XVI. 

ALL  is  quiet  and  hufh,  cried  my  fa- 
ther, at  leaft  above  flairs — I  hear 
not  one  foot  flirring.  —  Prithee,  'Trim, 
who's  in  the  kitchen  ?  There  is  no  one 
foul  in  the  kitchen,  anfwered  Trimj  mak- 
ing a  low  bow  as  he  fpoke,  except  Dr. 
Slop. — Confufion  !  cried  my  father  (get- 
ting up  upon  his  legs  a  fecond  time)  — not 
one  fingle  thing  was  gone  right  this  day ! 
had  I  faith  in  aftrology,  brother,  (which, 
by  the  bye,  my  father  had)  I  would  have 
fworn  fome  retrograde  planet  was  hang- 
ing over  this  unfortunate  houfe  of  mine, 
and  turning  every   individual  thing  in  it 

out   of   its  place. Why,    I   thought 

Dr.  Slop  had  been  above  flairs  with  my 

wife,  and  fo  faid  you. What  can  the 

fellow  be  puzzling  about  in  the  kitchen ! 
' — He  is  bufy,   an'  pleafe  your  honour, 

replied  Trimj  in   making  a  bridge. 

'Tis   very  obliging  in  him,  quoth  my 
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uncle  Toby  :• pray,  give  my  hum- 
ble fervice  to  Dr.  Slopy  'Trimj  and  tell  him 
I  thank  him  heartily. 

You  muft  know,  my  uncle  Toby  mil^ 
took  the  bridge — as  v/idely  as  my  father 

miftook  the  mortars ; but  to  under- 

ftand  how  my  uncle  Toby  could  miflake 
the  bridge — I  fear  I  muft  give  you  an 
exafb  account  of  the  road  which  led  to 
it; — or  to  drop  my  metaphor  (for  there 
is  nothing  more  dilTioneft  in  an  hiftorian 
than  the  ufe  of  one) in  order  to  con- 
ceive the  probability  of  this  error  in  my 
uncle  Toby  aright,  I  muft  give  you  fomc 
account  of  an  adventure  of  TW;?/'s,  though 
much  againft  my  will,  I  fay  much  againft 
my  will,  only  becaufe  the  ftory,  in  one 
fenfe,  is  certainly  out  of  its  place  here; 
for  by  right  it   fhould   come   in,   either 
amongft  the  anecdotes  of  my  uncle  To- 
by's   amours    with    widow    JVadjnan,    in 
which   corporal  Trim  was  no  mean   ac- 
tor— or  elfe  in  the  middle  of  his  and  my 
uncle  Toby's  campaigns  on  the  bowling- 
green — for  it  will  do  very  well  in  either 
place; — but  then  if  I  referve  it  for  ei- 
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ther  of  thofe  parts  of  my  ftoiy 1 

ruin  the  flory  I'm  upon ; and  if  I  teii 

it  here — I  anticipate  matters,  and  ruin  it 
there. 

— What  would  your  worfiiips  have  me 
to  do  in  this  cafe  ? 

— Tell  it,  Mr.  Shandy,  by  all  means.— 
You  are  a  fool,  'Trijiram,  if  you  do. 

0  ye  powers  !  (for  powers  ye  are,  and 
great  ones  too) — which  enable  mortal 
man  to  tell  a  ilrory  worth   the   hearing 

that  kindly  lliew  him,  where  he 

is  to  begin  it- — and  where  he  is  to  end  it 

! what  he  is  to  put  into  it- ^and 

what  he  is  to  leave  out — how  much  of  it 
he  is  to  call  into  a  fhade— -and  where- 
abouts he  is  to  throw  his  light !  —  Ye, 
who  prefide  over  this  vaft  empire  of 
biographical  freebooters,  and  fee  how 
many  fcrapes  and  plunges  your  fubjefts 

hourly   fall  into  j will  you  do  one 

thing  ? 

1  beg  and  befeech  you  (in  cafe  you  will 
do  nothing  better  for  us)  that  wherever 
in  any  part  of  your  dominions  it  fo  falls 
out,  that  three  feveral  roads  meet  in  one 
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point,  as  tliey  have  done  juft  here > 

that  at  lead  you  fet  up  a  guide-poft  in 
the  centre  of  them,  in  mere  charity,  to 
dired  an  uncertain  devil  which  of  the 
three  he  is  to  take, 

CHAP.    XVII, 

THO'  the  fhock  my  uncle  ^oby  re- 
ceived the  year  after  the  demoli- 
tion of  Dunkirk,  in  his  affair  with  widow 
Wadman,  had  fixed  him  in  a  refolution 
never  more  to  think  of  the  fex — or  of 
aught  which  belonged  to  it;— yet  cor- 
poral 'Trim  had  made  no  fuch  bargain 
with  himfelf.  Indeed  in  my  uncle  Toby'^ 
cafe  there  was  a  ftrange  and  unaccounta- 
ble concurrence  of  circumllances,  which 
infcnfibly  drew  him   in,  to  lay  fiege  to 

that  fair  and  ftrong  citadel. In  Trim's 

cafe  there  was  a  concurrence  of  nothing 
in  the  world,  but  of  him  and  Bridget  in 
the  kitchen  >  -  though  in  truth,  the  love 
and  veneration  he  bore  his  mailer  was 
fuch,  and  fg  fond  was  he   of  imitating 
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him  in  all  he  did,  diat  had  my  uncle 
^oby  employed  his  dme  and  genius  in 

tagging  of  points 1   am  perfuaded 

the  honeft  corporal  would  have  laid  down 
his  arms,  and  followed  his  example  with 
pleafure.  When  therefore  my  uncle  To- 
hy  fat  down  before  the  miftrefs — corpo- 
ral 'Urim  incontinendy  took  ground  be- 
fore the  maid. 

Now,  my  dear  friend  Garricky  whom  I 
have  fo  much  caufe  to  efteem  and  ho- 
nour— (why,  or  wherefore,  'tis  no  mat- 
ter)— can  it  efcape  your  penetration — I 
defy  it— that  fo  many  play-wrights,  and 
opificers  of  chit-chat  have  ever  fince 
been  working  upon  1'rms  and  my  uncle 

Ti?^_y's  pattern. ^^I  care  not  what  Ari- 

fiotky  or  PacuviuSj  or  BoJJ'Uy  or  Ricaboni 
fay — (though  I  never  read  one  of  them) 
there  is  not  a  greater  difference  be- 
tween a  fingle-horfe  chair  and  madam 
Pompadot{r''s  vis-a-vis ;  than  betwixt  a 
fingle  amour,  and  an  amour  thus  nobly 
doubled,  and  going  upon  all  four,  pranc- 
ing throughout  a  grand  drama Sir,  a 
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fimple,  fingle,  filly  affair  of  that  kind- 
is  quite  loft  in  five  adsj — but  that  is 
neither  here  nor  there. 

After  a  feries  of  attacks  and  repulfes 
in  a  courfe  of  nine  months  on  my  uncle 
Tobys  quarter,  a  moft  minute  account  of 
every  particular  of  which  fhall  be  given 
in  its  proper  place,  my  uncle  Toby,  ho- 
neft  man  !  found  it  neceffary  to  draw  off 
his  forces  and  raife  the  fiege  fomewhat 
indio;nantlv. 

Corporal  Trim,  as  I  faid,  had  made  no 

fuch  bargain   either  with  himfelf or 

with  any  one  elfe the  fidelity  how- 
ever of  his  heart  not  fuffering  him  to  go 
into  a  houfe  which  his  mafter  had  for- 
faken  with  difguft he  contented  him- 
felf with  turning  his  part  of  the  fiege 
into  a  blockade; — that  is,  he  kept  others 
off; — for  though  he  never  after  went  to 
the  houfe,  yet  he  never  met  Bridget  m 
the  village,  but  he  wo'jld  either  nod  or 
wink,  or  fmile,  or  look  kindly  at  her — 
or  (as  circumftances  dire(5led)  he  would 
fliake  her  by  th?  hand— or  alls:  her  lov- 
ingly how  fhe  did — or  would  give  her  a 
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ribbon — and  now-and-then,  though  ne- 
ver but  when  it  could  be  done  with  de- 
corum, would  give  Bridget  a  — 

Precifely  in  this  fituation,  did  thefe 
things  ftand  for  five  years ;  that  is  from 
the  demolition  of  Dunkirk  in  the  year 
13,  to  the  latter  end  of  my  uncle  'J'oby^s 
campaign  in  the  year  18,  which  was  about 
fix  or  feven  weeks  before   the  time  I'm 

Ipeaking  of. When  5>i;;?,  as  his  cuf- 

tom  was,  after  he  had  put  my  uncle 
Toby  to  bed,  going  down  one  moon- 
fhiny  night  to  fee  that  every  thing  was 

right  at  his  fortifications in  the  lane 

leparated  from  the  bowling-green  with 
flowering  Ihrubs  and  holly — he  efpied  his 
Bridget, 

As  the  corporal  thought  there  was  no- 
thing in  the  world  fo  well  worth  lliewing 
aa  the  glorious  works  which  he  and  my 
uncle  "Tohy  had  made,  'Trim  courteoufly 
and  gallantly  took  her  by  the  hand,  and 
led  her  in :  this  was  not  done  fo  pri- 
vately, but  that  the  foul-mouth'd  trum- 
pet of  Fame  carried  it  from  ear  to  ear, 
till  at  length  it  reach'd  my  father's,  with 
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this  untoward  circumftance  alono;  with 
it,  that  my  uncle  Toby's  curious  draw- 
bridge, conflrufted  and  painted  after  the 
Dutch  fafliion,  and  which  went  quite 
acrofs  the  ditch — was  broke  down,  and 
fomehow  or  other  crufhed  all  to  pieces 
that  very  night. 

My  father,  as  you  have  obferved,  had 
no  great  efteem  for  my  uncle  Toby's  hob- 
by-horfe,  he  thought  it  the  moft  ridicu- 
lous horfe  that  ever  gentleman  mount- 
ed ;  and  indeed  unlefs  my  uncle  Toby 
vexed  him  about   it,  could  never  think 

of  it  once,  without  fmiling  at  it 

fo  that  it  could  never  get  lame  or  hap- 
pen any  mifchance,  but  it  tickled  my 
father's  imagination  beyond  meafure ; 
but  this  being  an  accident  much  more  to 
Jiis  humour  than  any  one  which  had  yet 
befall'n    it,    it   proved    an    inexhaulliblc 

fund  of  entertainment  to  him. Well 

but  dear    Toby  !    my   father  would 

fay,  do  tell  me  ferioufly  how  this  affair 

of  the   bridge   happened. How   can 

you  teaze  me  fo  much  about  it  ?  my  un- 
cle Toby  would  reply— -1  have  told  it  you 
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twenty  times,  word  for  word  as  'Trim 
told  it  me. — Prithee,  how  was  it  then, 
corporal  ?  my  father  would  cry,  turning 
to  Trim. — It  was  a  mere  misfortune,  an' 

pleafe  your  honour  ; 1  was  lliewing 

Mrs.  Bridget  our  fortifications,  and  in 
going  too  near  the  edge  of  the  fofle,  I 

unfortunately  llipp'd  in. Very  well. 

Trim  !  my  father  would  cry (fmiling 

myllerioufly,  and  giving  a  nod but 

without  interrupting  him) and  being 

link'd  fall,  an*  pleafe  your  honour,  arm 
in  arm  with  Mrs.  Bridget,  I  dragg'd  her 
after  me,    by  means  of  which  fhe  fell 

backwards    fofs    againft  the  bridge 

and  Trim's  foot  (my  uncle  Tol>y  would 
cry,  taking  the  itory  out  of  his  mouth) 
getting  into  the  cuvette,  he  tumbled  full 
againft  the  bridge  too. — It  was  a  thou- 
fand  to  one,  my  uncle  Tol>y  would  add, 
that  the  poor  fellow  did  not  break  his 

leg. Ay  truly,  my  father  would  fay 

a  limb  is  foon  broke,  brother  Tolpyj 

in  fuch  encounters. And  fo,  an'  pleafe 

your  honour,  the  bridge,  which  your  ho- 
nour knows  was  a  very  flight  one,  was 
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broke  down   betwixt  us,  and  fpllntered 
all  to  pieces. 

At  other  times,  but  efpecially  when 
my  uncle  Toby  was  fo  unfortunate  as  to 
fay  a  fyllable  about  cannons,  bombs,  or 
petards — my  father  would  exhauft  all  the 
(lores  of  his  eloquence  (which  indeed  were 
very  great)  in  a  panegyric  upon  the 
BATTERING-RAMS  of  the  ancicnts — the 
ViNEA  which  Alexander  made  ufe  of  at 
the  fiege  of  1'roy. — He  would  tell  my 
uncle  l^ohy  of  the  catapult^e  of  tlie 
Syrians,  which  threw  fuch  monftrous 
flones  fo  many  hundred  feet,  and  (hook 
the  ftrongeft  bulwarks  from  their  very 
foundation: — he  would  go  on  and  de- 
fcribe  the  wonderful  mechanifm  of  the 
ballista  v;hich  Marcellinus  makCs  fo 
much  rout  about!  —  the    terrible    efFe6li 

of  the   PYRABOLi,  which   caft  fire  ; 

the  danger  of  the  terebRa  and  scorpio, 

wliich    caft   javelins. But    what    are 

thefe,  would  he   fay,   to  the  deftruclive 

machinery  of  corporal  'Trhn  ? -Believe 

me,  brother  Toby,  no  bridge,  or  baftion, 
or  fally-port,   that  ever  was  contlrudted 

YOL,  II.  G 
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in  this  world,  can   hold  out  againft  fuch 
artillery. 

My  uncle  ToI?y  would  never  attempt 
any  defence  againft  the  force  of  this  ridi- 
cule, but  that  of  redoubling  the  vehe- 
mence of  fmoaking  his  pipe;  in  doing 
which,  he  raifed  fo  denfe  a  vapour  one 
night  after  fupper,  that  it  fet  my  father, 
who  was  a  little  phthifical,  into  a  fufFo- 
cating  fit  of  violent  coughing  :  my  uncle 
Toliy  leap'd  up  without  feeling  the  pain 
upon  his  groin— and,  with  infinite  pity, 
ftood  befide  his  brother's  chair,  tapping 
his  back  with  one  hand,  and  holding  his 
head  with  the  other,  and  from  time  to 
time  wiping  his  eyes  with  a  clean  cam- 
brick  handkerchief,  which  he  pulled  out 

of  his  pocket. The    affectionate  and 

endearing  manner  in  which  my  uncle 
Toly  did  thefe  little  offices — cut  my  fa- 
ther thro*  his  reins,  for  the  pain  he  had 

juft  been  giving  him. May  my  brains 

be  knock'd  out  with  a  battering-ram  or 
a  catapulta,  I  care  not  which,  quoth  my 
father  to  himfelf— if  ever  I  infult  this 
worthy  foul  more  i 
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CHAP.    XVIII. 

THE  draw-bridge  being  held  irre- 
parable, 'Trim  was  ordered  direclly 

to  fet  about  another but  not  upon 

the  fame  model :  for  cardinal  Alberoni's 
intrigues  at  that  time  being  difcovered^ 
and  my  uncle  Toby  rightly  forefeeing  that 
a  flame  would  inevitably  break  out  be- 
twixt Spain  and  the  Empire,  and  that 
the  operanons  of  the  enfuing  campaign 
muft  in  all  likelihood  be  either  in  Naples 

or    Sicily he    determined   upon   an 

Italian  bridge— (my  uncle  Tohy^  by-the- 
bye,   was  not  far  out  of  his  conjeftures) 

but  my  father,  who  was  infinitely 

the  better  politician,  and  took  the  lead 
as  far  of  my  uncle  Toby  in  the  cabinet, 
as  my  uncle  Toby  took  it  of  him  in  the 

field convinced  him,  that  if  the 

king  of  Spain  and  the  Emperor  went  to- 
gether by  the  ears,  England  and  France 
and  Holland  mu^,  by  force  of  their  pre- 

cngagements,  all  enter  the  lifts  too^ 

and  if  fo,  he  would  fay,  the  combatants, 

G    2 
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brother  1'obyj  as  fure  as  we  are  alive, 
will  fall  to  it  again,  pell-mell,  upon  the 
old  prize-fighting  ftage  of  Flanders ; — 
then  what  will  you  do  with  your  Italian 
bridge  ? 

— We  will  go  on  with  it  then  upon  the 
old  model,  cried  my  uncle  T'oby. 

When  corporal  'Trim  had   about  half 

finifhed  it  in   that  ftyle my  uncle 

Toby  found  out  a  capital  defedt  in  it, 
which  he  had  never  thoroughly  confider- 
ed  before.  It  turned,  it  feems,  upon 
hinges  at  both  ends  of  it,  opening  in  the 
middle,  one  half  of  which  turning  to 
one  fide  of  the  foffe,  and  the  other  to 
the  other  i  the  advantage  of  which  was 
this,  that  by  dividing  the  weight  of  the 
bridge  into  two  equal  portions,  it  im- 
powered  my  uncle  Toby  to  raife  it  up  or 
let  it  down  with  the  end  of  his  crutch, 
and  with  one  hand,  which,  as  his  garrifon 
was  weak,  was  as  much  as  he  could 
well  fpare  —  but  the  difadvantages  of 
fuch  a  conftru6lion  were  infurmountable  ; 
for  by  this  means,  he  would  fay,  I 
leave  one  half  of  my  bridge  in  my  ene- 
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my's  poflelTion and  pray  of  what  ufe 

is  the  other  ? 

The  natural  remedy  for  this  was,  no 
doubt,  to  have  his  bridge  fait  only  at  one 
end  with  hinges,  fo  that  the  whole  might 
be  lifted  up  together,  and  ftand  bolt  up- 
right  but  that  was  rejedled  for  the 

reafon  given  above. 

For  a  whole  week  after  he  was  deter- 
mined in  his  mind  to  have  one  of  that 
particular  conftruflion  which  is  made  to 
draw  back  horizontally,  to  hinder  a  paf- 
fage  J   and  to  thruft  forwards  again  to  gain 
a  pafTage — of  which   forts  your  worfhip 
might  have  feen    three  famous  ones   at 
Spires    before   its    deftruftion— and    one 
now  at  Brifac,    if  I  miftake  not; — but 
my  father  advifing  my  uncle  I'ob^'y   with 
great  earneflnefs,  to  have  nothing  more 
to   do   with  thrufling    bridges — and  my 
uncle  forefecing  moreover  that  it  would 
but  perpetuate  the   memory  of  the  Cor- 
poral's misfortune— he  changed  his  mind 
for  that  of  the   marquis    d'HopitaVs  in- 
vention,   which    the    younger  Benwidlii 
has  fo  well  and  learnedly  defcribed,   as 
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your  worfhips  may  fee AEi,  Erud^ 

Lipf.  an.  1695 — to  thefe  a  lead  weight  is 
an  eternal  balance,  and  keeps  watch  as 
well  as  a  couple  of  centinels,  inafmuch 
as  the  conftruftion  of  them  was  a  curve 
line  approximating  to  a  cycloid  ■ 
if  not  a  cycloid  itfelf. 

My  uncle  'Toby  underftood  the  nature 
of  a  parabola  as  well  as  any  man  in 
England — but  was  not  quite  fuch  a  maf- 
ter  of  the  cycloid ; he  talked  how- 
ever about  it  every   day the  bridge 

went  not  forwards. We'll  afk  fome- 

body  about  it,  cried  my  uncle  Toby  to 
Trim. 

CHAP.    XIX. 

WHEN  Trim  came  in  and  told  my 
father,  that  Dr.  Slop  was  in  the 
kitchen,  and  bufy  in  making  a  bridge— 
my  uncle  Toby the  affair  of  the  jack- 
boots having  jufl  then  raifed  a  train   of 

military  ideas  in    his    brain took   it 

inftantly   for  granted  that  Dr.  Slop  was 
making  a  model  of  the  marquis  d'Hot 
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plat's,  bridge. 'Tis  very  obliging  in 

him,  quoth  my  uncle  Tol^y ; — pray  give 
my  humble  fervice  to  Dr.  Slop,  Trim,  and 
tell  him  I  thank  him  heartily. 

Had  my  uncle  Tol>ys  head  been  a 
Savoyard's  box,    and  my  father  peeping 

in  all  the  time  at   one  end  of  it it 

could  not  have  given  him  a  more  dif- 
tinfl  conception  of  the  operations  of  my 
uncle  I'olfy's  imagination,  than  what  he 
hadi  fo,  notwithftanding  the  catapulta 
and  battering-ram,  and  his  bitter  impre- 
cation about  them,  he  was  juft  begin- 
ning to  triumph 

When  Trim's  anfwer,  in  an  inftant,  tore 
the  laurel  from  his  browSj  and  twifted  it 
to  pieces. 
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CHAP.     XX. 

PUS  unfortunate  draw-bridge 

of  yours,  quoth  my  father 

God  blefs  your  honour,  cried  Trhif,  'tis 
a  bridge  for  mafler's  nofe. In  bring- 
ing him  into  the  world  with  his  vile  in- 
ftruments,  he  has  crulhed  his  nofc,  Su- 
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Jannah  fays,  as  flat  as  a  pancake  to  his 
face,  and  he  is  making  a  falfe  bridge 
with  a  piece  of  cotton  and  a  thin  piece 
of  whalebone  out  of  Sujannah\  flays,  to 
raife  it  up. 

Lead  me,  brother  I'ohyj  cried  my 
father,  to  my  room  this  inftant. 


CHAP.     XXI. 

FROM  the  firft  moment  I  fat  down 
to  write  my  life  for  the  amufement 
of  the  world,  and  my  opinions  for  its  in- 
ilruftion,  has  a  cloud  infenfibly  been  ga- 
thering over  my  father. A  tide  of  lit* 

tie  evils  and  diftrefles  has  been  fetting  in 
againft  him. — Not.  one  thing,  as  he  ob- 
ferved  himfelf,  has  gone  right :  and  now 
is  the  ftorm  thicken'd  and  going  to  break, 
and  pour  down  full  upon  his  head. 

I  enter  upon  this  part  of  my  flory  in 
the  moft  penfive  and  melancholy  frame 
of  mind  that  ever  fympathetic  bread 
was  touched  with.- — —My   nerves  relax 

as  I  tell  it. Every  line  I  write,  I  feel 

an  abatement    of  the   quicknefs  of  my 
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pulfe,  and  of  that  carelefs  alacrity  with 
it,  which  every  day  of  my  life  prompts 
me  to  fay  and  write  a  thoufand  things  I 
ihould  not — ^ — And  this  moment  that  I 
laft  dipp'd  my  pen  Into  my  ink,  I  could 
not  help  taking  notice  what  a  cautious 
^ir  of  fad  compofure  and  folemnity  there 
appear'd  in  my  manner  of  doing  it. — ^— 
Lord  !  how  different  from  the  ralh  jerks 
and  hair-brain'd  fquirts  thou  art  wont, 
'Triftram,  to  tranfaft  it  with  in  other  hu- 
mours—  dropping  thy  pen fpurting 

thy  ink  about  thy  table  and  thy  books— 
as  if  thy  pen  and  thy  ink,  thy  books  anci 
furniture  cofl  thee  nothing  ! 


I 


CHAP.    XXII, 

WON'T  go  about  to  argue  the 

point  with  you — 'tis  fo and 

I  am  perfuaded  of  it,  madam,  as  much 
as  can  be,  "  That  both  man  and  woman 
bear  pain  or  forrow  (and,  for  aught  I 
know,  pleafure  too)  beft  in  a  hori- 
^'  zontal  pofition." 

The  moment  my  father  got  up  into 


90  THE   LIFE   AND    OPINIONS 

his  chamber,  he  threw  himfelf  proftrate 
acrofs  his  bed  in  the  wildeft  diforder 
jmaginablej  but  at  the  fame  time  in  the 
mod  lamentable  attitude  of  a  man  borne 
down  with  forrows,  that  ever  the  eye  of 

pity  dropp'd  a  tear  for. The  palm  of 

his  right  hand,  as  he  fell  upon  the  bed, 
receiving  his  forehead,  and  covering  the 
greateft  part  of  both  his  eyes,  gently 
funk  down  with  his  head  (his  elbow  giv- 
ing way  backwards)  till  his  nofe  touch'd 

the  quilt  i his  left  arm  hung  infenfi- 

ble  over  the  fide  of  the  bed,  his  knuckles 
reclining  upon  the  handle  of  the  cham- 
ber-pot, which  peep'd  out  beyond  the 
valance — his  right  leg  (his  left  being 
drawn  up  towards  his  body)  hung  half 
over  the  fide  of  the  bed,  the  edge  of  it 
preffing  upon  his  fhin-bone— -He  felt  it 
not.  A  fix'd,  inflexible  forrow  took  pof- 
feffion  of  every   line   of  his  face. — He 

fi2;h'd  once heaved  his  bread  often 

-—but  uttered  not  a  word. 

An  old  fet-ftitch'd  chair,  valanced 
and  fiinged  around  with  party-coloured 
worfted   bobs,  ilood  at  the  bed's  head. 
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oppofite  to  the  fide  where  my  father's 
head  reclined. — My  uncle  l^oby  fat  him 
down  in  it. 

Before  an  afflidion  is  digefled— confo- 
lation  ever  comes  too  foon  ; — and  after 
it  is  digefted — it  comes  too  late  :  fo  that 
you  fee,  madam,  there  is  but  a  mark  be- 
tween thefc  two,  as  fine  almofl:  as  a  hair, 
for  a  comforter  to  take  aim  at :  my  un- 
cle l^ohy  was  always  either  on  this  fide, 
or  on  that  of  it,  and  would  often  fay,  he 
believed  in  his  heart  he  could  as  foon 
hit  the  longitude  ;  for  this  reafon,  when 
he  fat  down  in  the  chair,  he  drew  the 
curtain  a  little  forwards,    and  having  a 

tear  at  every  one's  fervice he  pull'd 

out  a  cambrick  handkerchief g^ve  a, 

Jo\y  figh but  held  his  peace. 

CHAP.    XXI  rr. 

"    /1L  L  is  not  gain  that  is  got  inta 

"  the  pirjey  —  So  that  not- 
withftanding  my  father  had  the  happi- 
nefs  of  reading  the  oddefb  books  in  the 
iiniverfe,  and  had   moreover,  in  himfelf. 
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the  oddefl  way  of  thinking  that  ever  man 
in  it  was  blefs'd  with,  yet  it   had  this 

drawback  upon  him  after  all that 

it  laid  him  open  to  fome  of  the  oddeft 
and  mofl  whimfical  diflreffes ;  of  which 
this  particular  one,  which  he  funk  under 
at  prefent,  is  as  ftrong  an  example  as  can 
be  given. 

No  doubt,  the  breaking  down  of  the 
bridge  of  a  child's  nofe,  by  the  edge  of 
a  pair  of  forceps — however  fcientifically 
applied — would  vex  any  man  in  the 
world,  who  was  at  fo  much  pains  in  be- 
getting a  child,  as  my  father  was — yet  it 
■will  not  account  for  the  extravagance  of 
his  afflidion,  nor  will  it  juftify  the  un- 
chriftian  manner  he  abandoned  and  fur- 
rendered  himfelf  up  to. 

To  explain  this,  I  mufl  leave  him  up- 
on the  bed  for  half  an  hour — and  my 
uncle  'Toky  in  his  old  fringed  chair  fit-, 
ting  befide  him. 


I 


OT    TRISTRAM    SHANDY.  ^J 

CHAP.    XXIY- 

THINK  it  a  very  unreafonablc 
demand — cried  my  great-grand-^ 
fether,  twifting  up  the  paper,  and  throw- 
ing it  upon  the  table. By  this  ac- 
count, madam,  you  have  but  two  thou- 
fand  pounds  fortune,  and  not  a  fliilling 
more — and  you  infifl:  upon  having  three 
hundred  pounds  a  year  jointure  for 
it. 

—  "  Becaufe,"  replied  my  great- 
grandmother,  "  you  have  little  or  no 
nofe.  Sir,"— 

Now  before  I  venture  to  make  ufe  of 
tlie  word  Nofe  a.  fecond  time — to  avoid 
all  confufion  in  what  will  be  faid  upon 
it,  in  this  interefting  part  of  my  ftory, 
it  may  not  be  amifs  to  explain  my  own 
meaning,  and  define,  with  all  pofllble  ex- 
adlnefs  and  precifion,  what  I  would  wil- 
lingly be  underftood  to  mean  by  the 
term  :  being  of  opinion,  that  'tis  owing 
to  the  negligence  and  perverfcnefs  of 
writers  in  defpif^ng  tliis  precaution,  and 
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to  nothing  elfe that  all  the  polenni- 

cal  writings  in  divinity  are  not  as  clear 
and  demonilrative  as  thofe  upon  a  Will 
c^  the  TFifpi  or  any  other  found  pare 
of  philofophy,  and  natural  purfuit ;  in 
order  to  which,  what  have  you  to  do, 
before  you  fet  out,  unlefs  you  intend  to 
go  puzzling  on  to  the  day  of  judgment 
but  to  give  the  world  a  good  defi- 
nition, and  ftand  to  it,  of  the  main  word 

you  have  moft  occafion  for changing 

it.  Sir,  as  you  would  a  guinea,  into  fmall 
coin  ?  —  which  done — let  the  father  of 
confufion  puzzle  you,  if  he  can ;  or  put 
a  different  idea  either  into  your  head,  or 
your  reader's  head,  if  he  knows  how. 

In  books  of  ftri6l  morality  and  clofe 
reafoning,  fuch  as  this  I  am  engaged  in 
• — the  negledl  is  inexcufable  j  and  Hea- 
ven is  witnefs,  how  the  world  has  re-, 
venged  itfelf  upon  me  for  leaving  fo 
many  openings  to  equivocal  ftridtures— - 
and  for  depending  fo  much  as  I  have 
done,  all  along,  upon  the  cleanlinefs  of 
my  readers  imaginations. 

-Here  are  two  fenfes,  cried  Euge^ 
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niiis,  as  we  walk'd  along,  pointing  with 
the  fore  finger  of  his  right  hand  to  the 
word  Crevice i  in  the  one  hundred  and 
feventy-eighth  page  of  the  firfl  volume 

of  this  book  of  books ; here  are 

two  fenfes — quoth  he — And  here  are  two 
roads,  replied  1,  turning  fliort  upon  him 

a  dirty  and  a  clean   one which 

fhall  we  take  ? — The  clean,  by  all  means, 
replied  Eugeniiis.  EugeniuSy  faid  I,  flep- 
ping  before  him,  and  laying  my  hand  up- 
on his  breaft to  define — is  to  diilruft, 

Thus  I  triumph'tl  over  Eugeniiis  i 

but  I  triumphed  over  him  as  1   always 

do,  like  a  fool. 'Tis  my   comfort, 

however,  I  am  not  an  obftinate  one : 
therefore 

I  define  a  nofe  as  follows — Intreating 
only  beforehand,  and  befeeching  my 
readers,  both  male  and  female,  of  what 
age,  complexion,  and  condition  foever, 
for  the  love  of  God  and  their  own  fouls, 
to  guard  againft  the  temptations  and 
fuggertions  of  the  devil,  and  fuffer  him 
by  no  art  or  wile  to  put  any  other  ideas 
into  their  minds,  than  wiiat  I  put  into 
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my  definition — For  by  the  word  Noje^ 
throughout  all  this  long  chapter  of  nofcs^ 
and  in  every  other  part  of  my  work, 
where  the  word  Noje  occurs — I  declare^ 
by  that  word  I  mean  a  nofc,  and  nothing 
more,  or  lefs. 

CHAP.     XXV. 

*- — -^^  T>  ECAUSE/'  quoth  my  great 

-13  grandmother,  repeating  the: 

words  again  — "  you  have  little  or   no 

«  nofe.  Sir." 

S'death  !  cried  my  greatgrandfather, 
dapping  his   hand  upon  his  nofe, — 'tis 

not  fo  fmall  as  that  comes  to ; 'tis  a 

full  inch  longer  than  my  father's. — Nov/, 
my  great-grandfather's  nofe  was  for  all 
the  world  like  unto  the  nofes  of  all  the 
men,  women,  and  children,  whom  Pan^ 
tagruel  found  dwelling  upon   the  ifland 

of  Ennasin. By  the  way,  if  you 

would  know  the  ftrange  way  of  getting 

a- kin  amongft  fo  flat-nofed  a  people " 

you  mull  read  the  book ; find  it  out 

yourfelf,  you  never  can. — «-*■ 
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— ^Twas  fhaped.  Sir,  like  an  ace  of 
clubs. 

— 'Tis  a  full  inch,  continued  my 
grandfather,  prefling  up  the  ridge  of  his 
nofe  with  his  finger  and  thumb;  and  re- 
peating his   aflertion — —'tis  a  full  inch 

longer,  madam)   than    my    father's 

You  muft  mean  your  uncle's,  replied  my 
great-grandmother, 

My  great-grandfather  was  con- 
vinced.— He  untwifled  the  paper,  and 
figned  the  article, 

CHAP.    xxvr. 

'"^ — 'TT7HAT  an  unconfcionable 
VV  jointure,  my  dear,  do  we 
^ay  out  of  this  fmall  eflate  of  ours^ 
iquoth  my  grandmother  to  my  grand- 
father. 

My  father,  replied  my  grandfatheri 
had  no  more  nofe,  my  deari  faving  the 
mark,  than  there  is  upon  the  back  of 
tny  hand. 

— Now,  you  mull  know,  that  my 
great-grandmodier  outlived    my   grand* 

vot,  ir.  n 
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father  twelve  years ;  fo  that  my  father 
had  the  jointure  to  pay,  a  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  half-yearly —  (on  Michael- 
mas and  Lady-day j)  —  during  all  that 
cime^ 

No  man  dilcharged  pecuniary  obliga- 
tions with  a  better  grace  than  my  father. 

And  as  far  as  a  hundred  pounds 

went,  he  would  fling  it  upon  the  table, 
guinea  by  guinea,  with  that  fpirited  jerk 
of  an  honeft  welcome,  which  generous 
Ibuls,  and  generous  fouls  only,  are  able 
to  fling,  down  money :  but  as  foon  as 
ever  he  enter'd  upon  the  odd  fifty — he 
generally  gave  a  loud  Hem !  rubb'd  the 
iide  of  his   nofe  leifurely   with  the   flat 

part  of  his  fore  finger inferted   his 

hand  cautioufly  betwixt  his  head  and  the 
cawl  of  his  wig— -look'd  at  both  fides  of 

every  guinea  as  he   parted  with  it 

and  feldom  could  get  to  the  end  of  the 
fifty  pounds,  without  pulling  out  his 
handkerchief,  and  wiping  his  temples. 

Defend  me,  gracious  Heaven  1  from 
thofe  perfecuting  fpirits  who  make  no- 
allowances  for  thefe  workings  within  us^ 
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—Never — O  never  may  I  lay  down  in 
their  tents>  who  cannot  relax  the  engine, 
and  feel  pity  for  the  force  of  education^ 
and  the  prevalence  of  opinions  long  de- 
fived  from  anceftors ! 

For  three  generations  at  leaft  this  tenet 
in  favour  of  long  nofes  had  gradually 
been  taking  root  in  our  family. 
Tradition  was  all  along  on  ^its  fide, 
and  Interest  was  every  half-year  ftep- 
ping  in  to  ftrengthen  itj  fo  that  the 
Whimficality  of  my  father's  brain  was  far 
from  having  the  whole  honour  of  this,  as 
it  had  of  almoft  all  his  other  ftrange  no- 
tions.— For  in  a  great  meafure  he  might 
be  faid  to  have  fuck*d  this  in  with  his 
mother*s  milk.  He  did  his  part  how- 
ever.-— —If  education  planted  the  mis- 
take (in  cafe  it  was  one)  my  father  wa- 
tered it,  and  ripened  it  to  perfection. 

He  would  often  declare,  in  fpeaking 
his  thoughts  upon  the  fubje6l,  that  he 
did  not  conceive  how  the  greatefl  family 
in  England  could  ftand  it  out  againil  an 
uninterrupted  fuccefTion  of  fix  or  itvtn 
fhort  nofes.— And  for  the  contrary  rea* 

^  a 
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fon,  he  would  generally  add.  That  it  mufi 
be  one  of  the  greateft  problems  in  civil 
life,  where  the  fame  number  of  long  and 
jolly  nofes,  following  one  another  in  a 
dired  line,  did  not  raife  and  hoifl  it  up 
into   the  beft  vacancies  in  the  kingdom. 

He   would  often  boaft  that   the 

Shandy  family  rank'd  very  high  in  king 
Harry  the  Vlllth's  time,  but  owed  its 
rife  to  no  flate  engine — he  would  fay — 

but   to    that   only; but     that,    like 

other  families,  he  would  add it  had 

felt  the  turn  of  the  wheel,  and  had  never 
recovered  the  blow  of  my  great-grand- 
father's nofe. It  was  an  ace  of  clubs 

indeed,  he  would  cry,  fhaking  his  head 
— and  as  vile  a  one  for  an  unfortunate 
family  as  ever  turn'd  up  trumps. 

Fair  and  foftly,  gentle  reader  ! 

where  is  thy  fancy  carrying  thee  ? 

If  there  is  truth   in   man,    by   my 

great-grandfather's  nofe,  I  mean  the  ex- 
ternal organ  of  fmelling,  or  that  part  of 
man  v/hich  ftands  prominent  in  his  face 
—and  which  painters  fay,  in  good 
jolly  nofes  and  well-proportioned  faces. 
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ihould  comprehend  a  full  third that 

is,  meafured  downwards  from  the  fctting 
on  of  the  hair. 


■What  a  life  of  it  has  an  author,  at 


this  pafs ! 


I 


C  H  A  P.    xxvir. 

T  is  a  lingular  blelTing,  that  nature 
has  form'd  the  mind  of  man  with 
the  fame  happy  backwardnefs  and  reni- 
tency  againft  conviftion,  which  is  ob- 
ferved  in  old  dogs — "  of  not  learning 
"  new  tricks." 

What  a  fhuttlecock  of  a  fellow  would 
the  greateft  philofopher  that  ever  exifted 
be  whifk'd  into  at  once,  did  he  read 
fuch  books,  and  obferve  fuch  fadls,  and 
think  fuch  thoughts,  as  would  eternally  be 
making  him  change  fides  ! 

Now,  my  father,  as  I  told  you  laft 
year,  detefted  all  this — He  pick'd  up  an 
opinion.  Sir,  as  a  man  in  a  ftate  of  na- 
ture picks  up  an  apple. — It  becomes  his 
own — and  if  he  is  a  man  of  fpirit,    hd 
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would  lofe  his  life  rather   than    give  it 
up. 

I  am  aware  that  DidiuSi  the  great  ci^ 
viliarij  will  conteft  this  point  j  and  cry 
out  againfl  me.  Whence  comes  this  man's 
right  to  this  apple  ?  ex  confejfoj  he  will 
fay — things  were  in  a  ftate  of  nature — 
The  apple,  as  much  Frank's  apple  as, 
John's.  Pray,  Mr.  Shandy^  what  patent 
has  he  to  ihew  for  it  ?  and  how  did  it 
begin  to  be  his  ?  was  it^  when  he  fet  his 
heart  upon  it  ?  or  when  he  gathered  it  ? 
or  when  he  chew'd  it  ?  or  when  he  roaft- 
cd  it  ?  or  when  he  peel'd,  or  when  he 
brought  it  home  ?    or  when  he  digefted  ? 


■ or  when  he ?  >   For  'tis 

plain.  Sir,  if  the  firft  picking  up  of  the 
apple,  made  it  not  his — th^t  no  fubfe- 
quent  a61;  could. 

Brother  Didius,  Tribonius  will  anfwer 
—(now  I'ribonius  the  civilian  and  church 
lawyer's  beard  being  three  inches  and  a 
half  and  three  eighths  longer  than  Di- 
dius  his  beard — I'm  glad  he  takes  up  the 
cudgels  for  me,  fo  I  give  myfelf  no  far-a 
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ther  trouble  about  the  anfwer.) — Brother 
Didius,  "Tribonius  will  fay,  it  is  a  decreed 
cafe,  as  you  may  find  it  in  the  fragnnents 
of  Gregorius  and  Mermogines's  codes,  and 
in  all  the  codes  from  Jujiinian's  down  to 
the  codes   of  Louis  and  Des  Eaux — That 
the  fweat  of  a  man's  brows,  and  the  ex- 
fudations  of  a  man's  brains,  are  as  much 
a  man's    own  property  as   the   breeches 
upon  his  backfide  ; — which  faid  exfuda- 
tions,  ^c,  being  dropp'd  upon  the    faid 
apple  by  the   labour  of  finding  it,  and 
picking  it  up  ;  and  being  moreover  in- 
diflblubly  wafted,   and  as  indillolubly  an- 
nex'd,  by  the    picker   up,  to  the  thing 
pick'd  up,  carried  home,  roafted,  peel'd, 
eaten,  digefted,    and  fo  on ; 'tis  evi- 
dent that  the   gatherer  of  the  apple,  in 
fo  doing,  has  mix'd  up  fomething  which 
was  his  own,  with  the  apple  which  was 
not  his  own,  by  which  means  he  has  ac- 
quired a  property  ;— or,  in  other  words, 
the  apple  is  Jchns  apple. 

By  the  fame  learned  chain  of  reafoning 
my  father  ftood  up  for  all  his  opinions ; 
he  had  fpared  no  pains  in  picking  them 
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up,  and  the  more  they  lay  out  of  the 
common   way,   the  better   ftill  was  his. 

title. No  mortal  claimed  them ;  they 

had  coft  him  moreover  as  much  labour 
in  cooking  and  digefting  as  in  the  cafe 
above,  fo  that  they  might  well  and  truly 
be  faid  to  be  of  his  own  goods  and  chattels. 
— Accordingly  he  held  faft  by  'em,  both 
by  teeth  and  daws — would  fly  to  what- 
ever he  could  lay  his  hands  on — and,  in 
a  word,  would  intrench  and  fortify  them 
round  with  as  many  circumvallations  and 
breaft-works,  as  my  uncle  '^ohy  would  a 
citadel. 

There  was  one  plaguy  nib  in  the  way 

of  this the  fcarcity  of  materials  to 

make  any  thing  of  a  defence  with,  in  cafe 
of  a  fmart  attack  j  inafmuch  as  few  men 
of  great  genius  had  exercifed  their  parts, 
in  writing  books  upon  the  fubjedt  of 
great  nofes :  by  the  trotting  of  my  lean 
horfe,  the  thing  is  incredible  1  and  I  am 
quite  loft  in  my  vnderftanding,  when  1 
am  confidering  what  a  treafure  of  pre- 
cious time  and  talents  together  has  been 
wafted  upon  worfe  fubjads — and   how 
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fnany  millions  of  books  in  all  lan^'ages, 
and  in  all  poflible  types  and  bindings, 
have  been  fabricated  upon  points  not 
half  {o  much  tending  to  the  unity  and 
peace-making  of  the  world.  What  was 
to  be  had,  however,  he  fet  the  greater 
^ore  by;  and  though  my  father  would 
oft-times  fport  with  my  uncle  'Tcly's  li- 
brary wliich,  by-:he-bye,  was  ridicu- 
lous enough — yet  at  the  very  fame  time 
he  did  it,  he  collected  every  book  and 
treatife  which  had  been  fyftematically 
wrote  upon  nofes,  with  as  much  care  as 
my  honeft    uncle   Tc/py   had  done  thofc 

upon  military  architecture. 'Tis  true, 

a  much  lefs  table  wouid  have  lield  them 
— but  that  was  not  thy  tranfgreruon,  my 

dear  uncle. 

Here but  why  here rather  than 

in  any  other  part  of  my  ftory 1  am 

not  able  to   tell : — : but  here    it    is 

my  heart  flops  me  to  pay  to  thee, 

my  dear  uncle    Tc^j,  once  for  all,    the 

tribute   I  owe    thy    goodnefs. Here 

'  let  me  thruft  my  chair  afide,  and  kneel 
down  upon  the  ground,  whilft  I  am  pour- 
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jng  forth  the  warmeft  fentuTient  oflovc 
for  thee,  and  veneration  for  the  excellen- 
cy of  thy  charafter,  that  ever  virtue  and 
nature    kindled    in    a   nephew's    bofom. 

■  Peace  and  comfort  reft  for  ever- 
more upon  thy  head  ! — Thou  enviedft 

no    man's    comforts infultedft     no 

man's  opinions Thou  blackenedft  no 

man's  character  —  devouredft  no  man's 
bread:  gently,  with  faithful  I'rim  be- 
hind thee,  didft  thou  amble  round  the 
little  circle  of  thy  pleafures,  joftling  no 
creature  in  thy  way :  —  for  each  one's 
forrows,  thou  hadft  a  tear, — for  each  man's 
need,  thou  hadft  a  ftiilling. 

"Whilft  I  am  worth  one,  to  pay  a  weed- 
cr — thy  path  from  thy  door  to  thy  bowl- 
ing-green ftiall  never  be  grown  up. 

Whilft  there  is  a  rood  and  a  half  of  land 
in  the  Shandy  family,  thy  fortifications, 
my  dear  uncle  T^oby,  fhall  never  be  de- 
molifti'd. 
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CHAP.     XXVIII. 

MY  father's  colleftion  was  not  great, 
but  to  make  amends,  it  was  cu- 
rious J    and    confequently  he   was  fome 
time  in  making   it ;     he  had   the  great 
good  fortune  however,  to  fet  off  well,  in 
getting  Brufcambillis  prologue  upon  long 
nofes,   almoft   for  nothing — for  he  gave 
no  more  for  Brufcamhille  than  three  half- 
crowns  ;    owing  indeed  to  the  ftrong  fan- 
cy which  the   ftall-man  faw  my  father 
had  for  the  book  the  moment  he  laid 

his  hands    upon   it.- There    are  not 

three  Brufcambilles  in  Chriftendom — faid 
the  ftall-man,  except  what  are  chain'd 
up  in  the  libraries  of  the  curious.  My 
father  flung  down  the  money  as  quick  as 
lightning— —^took    Brufcambil'e   into    his 

bofom hied  home   from  Piccadilly  to 

Coktnan-^vttt  with  it,  as  he  would  have 
hied  home  with  a  treafure,  without  tak- 
ing his  hand  once  off  from  Erujcambille 
all  the  way. 

To  thofe  who  do    not  yet  know  of 
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which  gender  Brufcambille  is inaf. 

much   as  a   prologue  upon   long  nofes 

might  eafily    be  done  by  either 

'twill  be  no  objedlion  againft  the  limile — 
to  fay.  That  when  my  father  got  home, 
he  folaced  himfelf  with  Brufcambille  after 
the  manner  in  which,  'tis  ten  to  one, 
your  worfhip  folaced  yourfelf  with  your 

firft  miftrefs that  is,  from  morning 

even  unto  night:  which,  by-the-bye, 
how  delightful  foever  it  miay  prove  to 
the  inamorato — is  of  little  or  no  enter- 
tainment at  all  to  by-ltanders. Take 

notice,  I  go  no  farther  with  the  fimile— 
my  father's  eye  was  greater  than  his  ap- 
petite— his  zeal  greater  than  his  know- 
ledge— he  cool'd — his  affedlions  became 

divided ^he  got  hold    of  Prignitz — - 

purchafed  Scroderus,  Andrea  Parous,  Bou- 
cbei^s  Evening  Conferences,  and  above 
all,  the  great  and  learned  Hafen  Slam~ 
kenbergiiis ;  of  which,  as  I  fhall  have 
much  to  fay  by-and-by — I  will  fay  n»- 
;hing  now. 
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CHAP.     XXIX. 

OF  all  the  trafts  my  father  was  at  the 
pains  to  procure  and  fludy  in  fup- 
port  of  his  hypothefiSj  there  was  not  any 
one  wherein  he  felt  a  more  cruel  difap- 
pointment  at  firft,  than  in  the  celebrated 
dialogue  between  Pamphagus  and  Cocles^ 
written  by  the  chafte  pen  of  the  great 
and  venerable  Erajmus,  upon  the  various 
ufes  and  feafonable   applications  of  long 

nofes. Now  don't  let   Satan,  my 

dear  girl,  in  this  chapter,  take  advantage 
of  any  one  fpot  of  rifing  ground  to  get 
aftride  of  your  imagination,  if  you  can 
any  ways  help  it ;  or  if  he  is  fo  nimble 
as  to  (lip  on — let  me  beg  of  you,  like  an 
unback'd  filly,  to  frijk  it,  to  fquirt  it,  to 
jump  it  J  to  rear  it,  to  bound  it  —  and  t<> 
kick  it,  with  long  kicks  and  port  kicks, 
till,  like  Tickletoby^  mare,  you  break  a 
ftrap  or  a  crupper,  and  throw  his  wor- 
(hip  into  the  dirt. — You  need  not  kill 
him. — 
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—And  pray  who  was  'Tickktobfs,  mare  ? 
'— *tis  juft  as  difcreditable  and  unfcholar- 
like  a  queflion.  Sir,  as  to  have  aflced 
what  year  (ah.  urh.  con.)  the  fecond  Pu- 
nic war  broke  out. — Who  was  I'lckle- 
tohfs  mare  !^ — «^Read,  read,  read,  read, 
my  unlearned  reader  !  read — or  by  the 
knowledge  of  the  great  faint  Paraleipome^ 
fion — I  tell  you  before-hand,  you  had 
better  throw  down  the  book  at  oncej 
for  without  much  nadingy  by  which  your 
reverence  knows  I  mean  much  knowledge^ 
you  will  no  more  be  able  to  penetrate 
the  moral  of  the  next  marbled  page 
(motly  emblem  of  my  work  I)  than  the 
world  with  all  its  fagacity  has  been  able 
to  unravel  the  many  opinions,  tranfac-" 
tions,  and  truths  which  ftill  lie  myfti- 
cally  hid  under  the  dark  veil  of  the 
black  one. 


OF    TRISTRAM    SHANDV. 


III 


OF   TRISTRAM    SHANOr.  Ht 


CHAP.     XXX. 

"  A7IHIL  me  p.cnitet  htijus  yiafi^^ 
quoth  Pamphagus  j— — -  that  is  — 
*■*  My  nofe  has  been  the  making  of  me." 
"  Nee  eji  cur  fccniteaty^  re- 
plies Codes ;  that  is,  "  How  the  ducc 
lliould  fuch  a  nofe  fail  ?" 

The  doftrine,  you  fee,  was  laid  down 
by  Erajmus^  as  my  father  wifhed  it,  with 
the  utmoft  plainnefs  j  but  my  father's 
difappointment  was,  in  finding  nothing 
more  from  fo  able  a  pen,  but  the  bare 
fa6t  itfelf  J  without  any  of  that  fpecula- 
tive  fubtilty  or  ambidexterity  of  argu- 
mentation upon  it,  which  Heaven  had 
beftow'd  upon  man  on  purpol%  to  invef- 
ticrate  truth,  and    fi2:ht    for  her    on   all 

fif^es. My    father  pifh'd   and  pugh'd 

at  firft  moft   terrribly 'tis  worth 

fomething  to  have  a  good  name.  As 
the  dialogue  was  of  EraJmuSy  my  father 
foon  came  to  himfjlf,  and  read  it  ovec 
and  over  again  with  great  apphcation, 
lludying  every  word  and  every  fyllable 
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of  it  thro'  and  thro'  in  its  moll  ftridt 
and  literal  interpretation — he  could  ftill 
make  nothing  of  it,  that  way.  Mayhap 
there  is  mere  meant,  than  is  faid  in  it> 
quoth  mv  father. Learned  men,  bro- 
ther   'Tohyy  don't  write    dialogues    upon 

long  nofes  for  nothing. —I'll  ftudy 

the  myitick  and  the  allegorick  itnit 

here  is  fome  room  to  turn  a  man's  felf 
in,  brother. 

My  father  read  on.—— ^- — - 

Now  I  find  it  needful  to  inform  your 
reverences  and  worfhips,  that  befides  the 
many  nautical  ufes  of  long  nofes  enume- 
rated by  trafmtts,  the  dialogift  affirm- 
eth  that  a  long  nofe  is  not  without  its 
domeftic  conveniencies  alfo  ;  for  that  in 
a  cafe  of  diflrefs — and  for  want  of  a  pair 
of  bellows,  it  will  do  excellently  well,  ad 
ixcitandum focum  (to  flir  up  the  fire.) 

Nature  had  been  prodigal  in  her  gifts  to 
my  father  beyond  meafure,  and  had  fowri 
the  feeds  of  verbal  criticifm  as  deep 
within  him,  as  fhe  had  done  the  feeds  of 

all  other  knowledge fo  that  he  had 

got  out  his  penknife,  and  was  tryir^g  ex- 
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periments  "upon  the  fentence,  to  fee  if  he 
could  not  fcratch  fome  better  fenfe  into 

it. I've   got  within  a  fingle  letter, 

brother  Tol^yy  cried  my  father,  of  Eraf- 
mus  his  myftic  meaning.—  You  are  near 
enough,  brother,  replied  my  uncle,  in  ail 
confcience. Pfliaw  !  cried  my  fa- 
ther,  fcratching  on 1   rhight  as  well 

be  feven  miles  off. — I've  done  it — faid 
rtiy  father,  fnapping  his  fingers — See, 
my  dear  brother  Toby,  how  I  have  mend- 
ed the  fenfe. — — -But  you  have  marr'd  a 
V/ord,  replied  my  uncle  ^oby. -My  fa- 
ther put  on  his  fpe6lacles bit  his  lip 

^ — - — ^— and  tore  out  the  leaf  in  a  paffion. 

CHAP.    XXXI. 

OSlawkenbergius !  thou  faithful  ana- 
lyzer of  my  Dtjgrazias — thou  fad 
foreteller  of  fo  many  of  the  whips  and 
fliort  turns  which  in  one  ftage  or  other 
of  my  life  have  come  flap  upon  me  from 
the  fhortnefs  of  my  nofe,  and  no  other 
caufe,  that  I  am  confcious  of. — Tell  me, 
Slawkenbergius !  what  fecret  impulfe  was 

VOL.  II,  I 
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it  ?  what  intonation  of  voice  ?  whence 
came  it  ?  how  did  it  found  in  thy  ears  ? 

art  thou  fure  thou  heard'ft  it  ?— 

which  firil  cried  out  to  thee —go 

go,  Slawkenhergius !  dedicate  the 

labours  of  thy  life negled  thy  paf- 

times call  forth  all  the  powers  and 

faculties  of  thy  nature macerate  thy- 

felf  in  the  fervice  of  mankind,  and  write 
a  grand  folio  for  them,  upon  the  fubje6t 
of  their  nofes. 

How  the  communication  was  convey- 
ed into  Slawkenbergius^^  fenforium fb 

that  Slawkenbergius  fhould  know  whofe 
finger  touch'd  the  key — and  whofe  hand 

it  was  that  blew  the  bellows as  Hafen 

Slawkenbergius  has  been  dead  and  laid  in 
his  grave  above  fourfcore  and  ten  years 
we  can  only  raiie  conjectures. 

Slawkenbergius  was  play'd   upon,    for 
aught  I  know,  like  one  of  WhitefieWi 

difciples that  is,  with  fuch  a  diftin(5t 

intelligence.  Sir,  of  which  of  the  two 
mafters  it  was  that  had  been  praftifing 

upon  his  injfrur/ient — as  to  make  all 

reafgning  upon  it  needkfi:. 
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-For  in  the  account  which  Hafefi 


Slawkenbergius  gives  the  world  of  his 
motives  and  occafions  for  writing,  and 
fpending  fo  naany  years  of  his  life  upon 
this  one  work — towards  the  end  of  his 
prolegomena,  which   by-the-bye  fliould 

have  come  firft but  the  bookbinder 

has  moft  injudicioufly  placed  it  betwixt 
the  analytical  contents  of  the  book,  and 
the  book  itfelf — he  informs  his  reader, 
that  ever  fmce  he  had  arrived  at  the  age 
of  difccrnment,  and  was  able  to  fit  down 
coolly,  and  confider  within  him.felf  the 
true  flate  and  condition  of  man,  and  dif- 
tinguifli  the  main  end  and  defign  of  his 

being ; or — to  fhorten  my  tranflation, 

for  Slawkenbergius' s  book  is  in  Latin ^  and 
not  a  little  prolix  in  this  pafTage — ever 
fince  I  underflood,  quoth  Slawkenbergius, 

any  thing or  rather  what  was  what 

and  could  perceive  that  the  point  of 

long  nofes  had  been  too  loofely  handled 
by  all  who  had  gone  before;— have 
I,  Slawkenbergius y  felt  a  ftrong  impulfe, 
with  a  mighty  and  unrefiftible  call  within 

I  2 
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me,  to  gird  up  myfelf  to  this  under- 
taking. 

And  to  do  juftice  to  Slawkenhergius^ 
he  has  entered  the  hft  with  a  Itronger 
lance,  and  taken  a  much  larger  career  in 
it  than  aay  one  man  who  had  ever  enter- 
ed it  before  him and  indeed,  in  many 

refpefts,  deferves  to  be  en-nich'd  as  a 
prototype  for  all  writers,  of  voluminous 
works  at  leaft,  to  m.odel  their  books  by 

for  he  has  taken  in.  Sir,  the  whole 

fubjecl — examined  every  part  of  it  dia- 

le5Iically then  brought  it  into  full 

day;  dilucidating  it  with  all  the  light 
which  either  the  colHfion  of  his  own 
natural  parts  could  ftrike — or  the  pro- 
foundell  knowledge  of  the  fciences  had 
impowered  him  to  cafi  upon  ic — collat- 
ing,  colle6ling,    and    compiling 

begging,  borrowing,  and  ftealing,  as  he 
went  along,  all  that  had  been  wrote  or 
wrangled  thereupon  in  the  fchools  and 
porticos  of  the  learned :  fo  that  Slawken- 
hergius  his  book  may  properly  be  con- 
iideredj  not  only  as  a  model — but  as  a 
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thorouo;h-ftitched  digest  and  regular  in- 
ftitute  of  no/es,  comprehending  in  it  all 
that  is  or  can  be  needful  to  be  known 
about  them. 

For  this  caufe  it  is  that  I  forbear  to 
fpeak  of  fo  many  (otherwife)  valuable 
books  and  treatifes  of  my  father's  colleft- 

ing,  wrote  either,  plump  upon  nofes 

or   collaterally   touching   them; ■ 

fuch  for  inftance  as  FrigmiZj  now  lying 
upon  the  table  before  me,  who  with  in- 
finite learning,  and  from  the  moft  can- 
did and  fcholar-like  examination  of  a- 
bove  four  thoufand  different  ficulls,  in 
upwards  of  twenty  charnel-houfes  in  Si- 

lejiaj  which  he  had  rummaged has 

informed  us,  that  the  menfuration  and 
configuration  of  the  ofieous  or  bony 
parts  of  human  nofes,  in  any  given  tradt 
of  country,  except  Crim  Tartary,  where 
they  are  all  crufh'd  down  by  the  thumb, 
fo  that  no  judgment  can  be  formed  upon 
them — are  much  nearer  alike,  chan  the 
world  imagines  s — die  difference  amongft 
them  being,  he  fays,  a  mere  trifie,  not 
FOrih  taking  notice  ot^ but  that  the 
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lize  and  jollity  of  every  individual  nofe,. 
and  by  which  one  nofe  ranks  above  ano- 
ther, and  bears  a  higher  price,  is  ov/ing 
to  the  cartilaginous  and  mufcular  parts 
of  it,  into  whofe  du6ls  and  finufes  the 
blood  and  animal  fpirits  being  impell'd 
and  driven  by  the  warmth  and  force  of 
the  imagination,  which  is  but  a  ftep  from 
it  (bating  the  cafe  of  idiots,  whom  Prig- 
tiitz,  who  had  lived  many  years  in  ^urky, 
fuppofes  under  the  more  immediate  tu- 
telage of  Heaven) — it  fo  happens,  and 
ever  muil,  fays  Prignitz,  that  the  excel- 
lency of  the  nofe  is  in  a  dire6l  arithme- 
tical proportion  to  the  excellency  of  the 
\yearer':^  fancy. 

It  is  for  the  fame  reafon,  that  is,  be- 
caufe  'tis  all  com.prehended  in  Slawken- 
lergiusj  that  I  fay  nothing  likewife  of 
Scroderus  (Andrea)  who,  all  the  world 
knows,  fet  himfelf  to  oppugn  Prignitz 
with  great  violence— proving  it  in  his 
own  way,  firft  Icgicaily,  and  then  by  a 
feries  o'  ftubbojn  fads,  "That  fo  far 
w-s  Frignitz  from  the  truth,  in  affirm- 
ing that  the  fancy  begat  the  nofe;,  tliat 
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on  the   contrary — the   nofe   begat  the 
fancy." 

—The  learned  rufpe<5led  Scroderus  of 
an  indecent  Ibphifm  in  this — and  Prig- 
nitT.  cried  out  aloud  in  die  dilpute,  that 
Scrod^us  had  fhifted  the  idea  upon  him 
but  Scrodsrus  went  on,  maintaining 
his  thefis. 

My  father  was  jufl  balancing  within 
himfelf,  which  of  die  two  fides  he  ihould 
take  in  this  affair;  when  Amhroje  Pa- 
rous decided  it  in  a  moment,  and  by 
overthrowing  the  fyftems,  both  of  Prig- 
nitz  and  ScrodernSy  drove  my  father  out  of 
both  fides  of  the  controverly  at  once. 

Be  witnefs 

I  don't  acquaint  the  learned  reader— 
in  faying  it,  I  mention  it  only  to  fhew  the 
learned,  I  know  the  fa-il  myfeif 

That  this  Amhroje  Pavdiiis  was  chief 
furgeon  and  nofe-mender  to  Francis  the 
ninth  of  France^  arid  in  high  credit  with 
him  and  the  two  preceding,  or  fucceed- 
ing  kings  (I  know  not  which)  —  and 
that,  except  in  the  flip  he  made  in  his 
ftory  of  1'aliacotius's  nofes,  and  his  man- 

I  4 
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ner  of  fetting  them  on — he  was  efteemed 
by  the  whole  college  of  phyficians  at 
that  tinrie,  as  more  knowing  in  matters  of 
nofes,  than  any  one  who  had  ever  taken 
them  in  hand. 

Now  Amhroje  Tardus  convinced  my 
father,  that  the  true  and  efficient  caufe 
of  what  had  engaged  fo  much  the  at- 
tention of  the  world,  and  upon  which 
Frignitz    and   Scroderus   had  wafted    fo 

much   learning   and  fine   parts was 

neither   this   nor   that but  that  the 

length  and  goodnefs  of  the  nofe  was 
owing  fimply  to  the  foftnefs  and  fiacci- 

dity  in  the  nurfe's  breaft as  the 

fiatnefs  and  fhortnefs  of  puifne  nofes  was 
to  the  firmnefs  and  elailic  repulfion  of 
the  fame  organ  of  nutrition  in  the  hale 
■and  lively- — which,  tho'  happy  for  the 
woman,  was  the  undoing  of  the  child, 
inafmuch  as  his  nofe  was  fo  fnubb'd,  ^o 
rebuff'd,  fo  rebated,  and  fo  refrigerated 
thereby,  as  never  to  arrive  ad  menjitram 

Juam  legit  mam ;  — but  that  in  cafe  of 

the  flaccidity  and  foftnefs  of  the  nurfe 
or  mother's  breaft  —  by  finking  into  it^ 
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qiiofh  Parigusy  as  into  fo  much  butter,  the 
nofe  was  comforted,  nourifli'd,  plump'd 
up,  refrefh'd,  refocillated,  and  fet  a  grow- 
ing for  ever. 

I  have  but  two  things  to  obferve  of 
Parous;  firft.  That  he  proves  and  ex- 
plains all  this  with  the  utmoft  chaftity 
and  decorum  of  exprefllon : — for  which 
may  his  foul  for  ever  reft  in  peace ! 

And,  fecondly,  that  befides  the  fyftems 
of  Prignitz  and  Scroderus,  which  Amhroje 
Parous  his  hypothefis  effeftually  over- 
threw— ^--it  overthrev/  at  the  fame  time 
the  fyftem  of  peace  and  harmony  of  our 
family  j  and  for  three  days  together,  not 
only  embroiled  matters  between  my  fa- 
ther and  my  mother,  but  turn'd  like- 
wife  the  whole  houfe  and  every  thing  in 
it,  except  my  uncle  tohyy  quite  upfidc 
down. 

Such  a  ridiculous  tale  of  a  difpute  be- 
tween a  man  and  his  wife,  never  furely  in 
any  age  or  country  got  vent  through  the 
Ijey-hole  of  a  ftreet-door. 

My  mother,  you  muft  know — 

but  I  have  fifty  things  more  necelTary  to 


12^  THE   LIFE   AND   OVintOKS 

let  you  know  firft— — -T  have  a  hundred 
difficulties  which  I  have  promifed  to 
clear  up,  and  a  tlioufand  diftrefles  and  do- 
meflick  mifadventures  crowding  in  upon 
me  thick  and  threefold,  one  upon  the 
neck  of  another,  A  cow  broke  in  (to- 
morrow morning)  to  my  uncle  Toly's. 
fortifications,  itnd  eat  up  two  rations  and 
a  half  of  dried  grafs,  tearing  up  the  fods 
with  it,  which  faced  his  horn-work  and 

covered  way.^ Trim  infiftsupon  being 

Sried  by  a  court-martial— the  cow  to  be 
ihot — Slop  to  be  crucifix^ d — ^myfelf  to  be 
trifiram^d  and  at  my  very  baptifm  made  a 

jnartyr  of, ^poor  unhappy  devils  that 

we  all  are  ! — —I  want  fwaddling 

but  there  is  no  time  to  be  loft  in  exclama- 
tions  —I  have  left  my  father  lying 

acrofe  his  bed,  and  my  tincle  Tohy  in  his 
old  fringed  chair,  fitting  befide  him,  and 
promifed  I  would  go  back  to  them  in  half 
an  hour ;  and  five-and-thirty  minutes  are 
laps'd  already. Of  all  the  perplex- 
ities a  mortal  author  was  ever  feen  in 
this  certainly  is  the  greateft,  for  I  have 
Hafcn  Slawkenhergius's  folio.  Sir,  to  finilU 
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. a  dialogue  between  my  father   and 

my  uncle  'Tol^j,  upon  the  folution  of 
PrignitZj  Scroderus,  Ambrofe  Par  mis  ^  Pa- 
fiocrales,  and  Grangoufier  to  relate  — a 
tale  out  of  Slawkenbergius  to  tranflate, 
and  all  this  in  five  minutes  lefs  than  no 

time  at  all  ^ fuch  a  head  ! — would 

to  Heaven  my  enemies  only  law  the  in- 
fide  of  it ! 

CHAP.    XXXII. 

THERE  was  not  any  one  fcene  more 
entertaining   in   our  family — and 

to  do  it  juftice  in  this  point; and 

I  here  put  off  my  cap  and  lay  it  upon 
the  table  clofe  befide  my  ink-horn,  on 
purpofe  to  make  my  declaration  to  the 
world   concerning    this   one   article   the 

more    folemn that   I  believe  in  my 

foul  (unlefs  my  love  and  partiality  to  my 
underftanding  blinds  me)  the  hand  of 
the  fuprcme  Maker  and  firft  Dcfigner  of 
all  things  never  made  or  put  a  family  to- 
gether (in  that  period  at  leaft  of  it  which 
}  have  fat  down  to  write  the  ftory  of) 
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^where  the  charaders  of  it  were  cafl 

or  contrafted  with  fo  dramatick  a  felicity 
as  ours  was,  for  this  end ;  or  in  which 
the  capacities  of  affording  fuch  exquifite 
fcenes,  and  the  powers  of  Hiifting  them 
perpetually  from  morning  to  night,  were 
lodged  and  intrufted  with  fo  unlimited  a 
confidencej  as  in  the  Shandy  Family. 

Not  any  one  of  thefe  v/as  more  divert- 
ing, I  fay,  in  this  whimlical  theatre  of 

ours than  what  frequently  arofe  out 

of  this  felf-fame  chapter  of  long  nofes 
elpeciaily  when  my  father's  ima- 
gination was  heated  with  the  enquiry,  and 
nothing  would  ferve  him  but  to  heat  my 
tincle  Tohy's  too. 

My  uncle  T'oinf  would  give  my  father 
all  poffible  fair  play  in  this  attempt  j  and 
with  infinite  patience  would  fit  fmoking 
his  pipe  for  whole  hours  together,  whilft 
my  father  v/as  praiftiling  upon  his  headj 
and  trying  every  accelTible  avenue  to 
drive  Prignitz  and  Scroderus's  folutions 
into  it. 

Whether  they  were  above  my  uncle 
X6^'%   reaibn    ■■  or    contrary  to  i^ 
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or  that  his  brain  was  like  damp 
timber,  and  no  fpark  could  poflibly  take 

hold or  that   it  was  fo   full  of  faps, 

mines,  blinds,  curtins,  and  fuch  mili- 
tary difqualifications  to  his  feeing  clearly 
into   Prignitz   and    Scroderus's    doctrines 

• 1  fay  not — let  fchoolmen — fcuUions, 

anatomifts,  and  engineers,  fight  for  it 
among  themfelves — — 

'Twas  fome  misfortune,  I  m.ake  no 
doubt,  in  this  affair,  that  my  father  had 
every  word  of  it  to  tranflate  for  the  be- 
nefit of  my  uncle  "Tobyy  and  render  out 
o(  Slawkenbergius's  Z^////,  of  which,  as  he 
was  no  great  mafter,  his  tranflation  was 
not  always  of  the  purefl and  gene- 
rally leaft  fa  where  'twas  moil  wanted. — 
This  naturally  open'd  a  door  to  a  fecond 

misfortunes diat  in  the  warmer  pa* 

roxyfms  of  his  zeal   to  open  my  uncle 

Toby's-  cyts my  father's  ideas  ran 

on  as  much  fafler  than  the  tranflation,  as 
the  tranflation  outmoved  my  uncle  To- 

ly's neither  the  one  or  the  odier 

added  much  to-  the  perfpicuity  of  my  fa- 
ther's le<5lure. 
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CHAP.     XXXIII. 

TH  E  gift  of  ratiocination  and  mak- 
ing fyllogifnns 1  mean  in  man 

— for  in  fuperior  claffes  of  being,  fuch  as 
angels  and  fpirits 'tis  all  done,  may- 
it  pleafe  your  worfhips,  as  they  tell  me, 
by  Intuition  ; — and  beings  inferior,  as 

your  worfhips  all  know fyllogize  by 

their  nofes  :  though  there  !s  an  ifland 
fwimming  in  the  fea  (though  not  altoge- 
ther at  its  eafe)  whofe  inhabitants,  if  my 
intelligence  deceives  me  not,  are  fo  won- 
derfully gifted,  as  to  fyllogize  after  the 
iame  fafliion,  and  oft-times  to  make  very 

well   out   too  ; — ■ but  that's  neither 

here  nor  there^ 

The  gift  of  doing  it  as  it  fhould  be, 
amongft  us,  or — the  great  and  principal 
aft  of  ratiocination  in  man,  as  logicians 
tell  us,  is  the  finding  out  the  agreement 
or  difagreement  of  two  ideas  one  with 
another,  by  the  intervention  of  a  third 
(called  the  medius  UrminusJ;  juft  as  a 
Jjian,  as  Lode  well  obferves^  by  a  yard, 
6 
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£nds  two  mens  mne-pin-alleys  to  be  of 
the  fame  length,  which  could  not  be 
brought  together,  to  meafure  their  equa- 
lity, by  juxta-pcfiticn. 

Had  the  fame  great  reafoncr  looked 
on,  as  my  father  iliuftrated  his  fyftems 
of  nofes,  and  obferved  my  uncle  "Tohfs, 
deportment  —  what  great  attention  he 
gave  to  every  word — ^and  as  oft  as  he 
took  his  pipe  from  his  mouth,  with 
what  wonderful   ferioufnefs  he  contemn 

plated  the  length  of  it furveying  it 

tranfverfely  as  he  held  it  betwixt  his 
finger  and  his  thumb then  fore- 
right then  this  way,  and  then  that, 

in  all  its  polTible  direflions  and  fore- 
ihortenings he  would  have  con- 
cluded my  uncle  Toby  had  got  hold  of 
the  medius  UrmmuSy  and  was  fyllogizing 
and  meafuring  with  it  the  truth  of  each 
-hypothefis  of  long  nofes,  in  order,  as  my 
father  laid  them  before  him.  This,  by- 
the-bye,  was  more  than  my  father  wanted 

his  aim  in  all  the  pains  he  was  at  in 

thefe  philofophick  leftures — vras  to  ena- 
ble my  uncle  Tcby  not  to  difcufs but 
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comprehend to  hold  the    grains   and 

fcruples   of  learning not   to    weigh 

them. My  uncle   Tohyy  as  you  will 

read  in  the  next  chapter,  did  neither  the 
one  or  the  other. 

CHAP.     XXXIV. 

^T^IS  a  pity,   cried  my  father  one 
JL     winter's  night,  after  a  three  hours 

painful  tranflation  of  Slawkenhergius 

'tis  a  pity,  cried  my  father,  putting  my 
mother's  threadpaper  into  the  book  for  a 

mark,  as  he  fpoke that  truth,  brother 

21?^^',  jQiould  fhut  herfelf  up  in  fuch  im- 
pregnable faftneffes,  and  be  fo  obftinate 
as  not  to  furrender  herfelf  fometimes  up 

upon  the  clofeft  fiege. 

Now  it  happened  then,  as  indeed  it 
had  often  done  before,  that  my  uncle  'To- 
by's fancyj  during  the  time  of  my  father's 

explanation  of  Prignitz  to    him- 

having  nothing  to  ftay  it  there,  had  tak- 
en a  fhorc  flight  to  the  bowling-green; 
* his  body  might  as  well  have  tak- 
en a  turn  there  too  — fo  that  with  alt 
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the  femblance  of  a  deep  fchool-man  in- 
tent upon  the  medius  terminus my" 

uncle  J'oby  v/as  in  fa6l  as  ignorant  of  the 
M'hole  ledlure,  and  all  its  pros  and  cons, 
as  if  my  father  had  been  tranflating  Ha^ 
fen  Slawkenbergius  from  the  Latin  tongue 
into  the  Cherokee.  But  the  v/prd  Jiegey 
like  a  talifmanic  power,  in  my  father's 
metaphor,  wafting  back  my  uncle  1'ohy\ 
fancy,  quick  as  a  note  could  follow  the 

touch — he  open'd  his   ears and   my 

father  obferving  that  he  took  his  pipe 
out  of  his  mouth,  and  fliuffled  his  chair 
nearer  the  table,  as  with  a  defire  to  profit 
— my  father  with  great  pleafure  began 

his  fentence  again changing  only  the 

plan,  and  dropping  the  metaphor  of  the 
fiege  of  it,  to  keep  clear  of  fome  dangers 
my  father  apprehended  from  it. 

'Tis  a  pity,  faid  my  father,  that  truth 
can  only  be  on  one  fide,   brother  'J'oby 

confidering  what  ingenuity  thefe 

learned  men  have  all  fhewn  in  their  fo- 

lutions  of  nofcs. Can  nofes  be  dif- 

folved  ?  replied  my  uncle  Toby. 

■ My  father  thrufl:  back  his  chair 

VOL.  11.  K 
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■ rofe  up — put  on  Ills  hat- 
took  four  long  ftrides  to  the  door- 


jerked  it  open thruft  his  head  half 

way  out fhut  the  door  again 

took  no  notice  of  the  bad  hinge re- 
turned to  the  table — pluck'd  my  mo- 
ther's thread-paper  out  of  Slawkenbergi- 
■us's  book went  haftily  to  his  bu- 
reau— walked  flowly  back — t willed  my 
mother's  thread-paper  about  his  thumb 
— unbutton'd  his  waidcoat — threw  my 
mother's  thread-paper  into  the  fire 
bit  her  fattin  pin-culhion  in  two,  fill'd 
his  mouth  with  bran: — confounded  it  j — 
but  mark  !— the  oath  of  confufion  was 
levell'd  at  my  uncle  'Tohyh  brain — which 

was  e'en  confufed  enough    already 

the  curfe  came  charged  only  with  the 
bran — the  bran,  may  it  pleafe  your  ho- 
nours, was  no  more  than  powder  to  the 
ball. 

"Twas  well  my  father's  paflions  lafled 
not  long  J  for  fo  long  as  they  did  lafb, 
they  led  him  a  bufy  life  on't ;  and  it  is 
one  of  the  moft  unaccountable  problems 
that  ever  I  met  with  in  my  obfervations 
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of  human  nature,  that  nothing  Ihould 
prove  my  father's  mettle  lb  much,  or 
make  his  paffions  go  off  fo  like  gun- 
powder, as  the  unexpefted  flirokes  his 
fcience  met  with  from  the  quaint  fimpii- 

city  of  my  uncle   'Tohy^  queflions. 

Had  ten  dozen  of  hornets  ftung  him  be- 
hind in  {o  inany  different  places  all  at 
one  time — he  could  not  have  exerted 
more  mechanical  fundlions  in  fewer  fe- 

conds or  ftarted  half  fo  much,  as 

with  one  fingle  qiiare  of  three  words  un- 
feafonably  popping  in  full  upon  him  in 
his  hobby-horfical  career. 

'Twas  all  one  to  my  uncle  iCohy 

he  fmoked  his  pipe   on   v/ith  unvaried 

compofure his   heart  never  intended 

offence  to  his  brother — and  as  his  head 
could  feldom  find  out  where  the  fting  of 

it  lay he  always  gave  my  father  the 

credit  of  cooling  by  himfelf He  was 

five  minutes  and  thirty-five  feconds  about 
it  in  the  prefent  cafe. 

By  all  that's  good!  faid  my  father, 
fwearing,  as  he  came  to  himfelf,  and 
taking  the  oath  out  ol  Ermdphiis\  digell 

K    1 
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of  Gurfes (though  to  do  my  father 

juftice  it, was  a  fault  (as  he  told  Dr.  Slop 
in  the  affair  ofErmiphusJ  which  he  as  fel- 
dom  committed  as  any  man  upon  earth) 

. By    all   that's  good  and  great  I 

brother  T'okyy  faid  my  father,  if  it  was 
not  for  the  aids  of  philolbphy,  which  be- 
friend on€  fo  much  as   they  do  —  you 

would  put  a  man  befide  all  temper. 

Why,  by  the  Jolutmu  of  nofes,  of  which 
I  was  telling  you,  I  meant,  as  you  might 
have  known,  had  you  favoured  me  with 
one  grain  of  attention,  the  various  ac- 
counts which  learned  men  of  different 
kinds  of  knowledge  have  given  the 
world  of  the  caufes  of  fhort  and  long 
nofes. There  is  no  caufe  but  one,  re- 
plied my  uncle  ^Toby — — why  one  man's 
nofe  is  longer  than  another's,  but  becaule 
that  God  pleafes  to  have  it  fo. — —That 
is  Grangoufier\  folution,  faid  my  father. 
— 'Tis  he,  continued  my  uncle  ^ohy, 
looking  up,  and  not  regarding  my  fa- 
ther's interruption,  who  makes  us  all, 
and  frames  and  puts  us  together  in  fuch 
forms  and  proportions,  and  for  fuch  ends. 
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as  is  agreeable  to  his  infinite  wifdom. 
'Tis  a  pious  account,  cried  my  fa- 
ther, but  not  philofophical there  is 

more  religion  in  it  than  found  fcience. 
'Twas  no   inconfiflent  part  of  my  uncle 

^ohy\  chara^fler that  he  feared  God, 

and     reverenced     religion. So    the 

moment   my  father  finifhed  his   remark 

my  uncle  T^ohy  fell  a  whiflling  LiU 

lahullero  with  more  zeal  (though  more 
out  of  tune)  than  ufual. — 

What  is  become  of  my  wife's  thread- 
paper  ? 

CHAP.    XXXV. 

NO  matter  —  as  an  appendage  to 
feamitrelTy,  the  thread-paper  might 
be  of  fome  confequence  to  my  mother 
—  of  none  to  my  father,  as  a  mark  in 
Slawkenbergius.  Slawkenbergius  in  every 
page  of  him  was  a  rich  treafure  of  inex- 
hauftible  knowledge  to  my  father  —  he 
could  not  open  him  amifs  j  and  he  would 
often  fay  in  clofing  the  book,  that  if  all 
the  arts    a;id  fcicnces  in  the  world,  with 
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the  books  which  treated  of  them,  were 
loft — fhould  the  wifdom  and  poHcies  of 
governments,  he  would  fay,  through  dif- 
iife,  ever  happen  to  be  forgot,  and  all 
that  ftatefmen  had  wrote  or  caufed  to  be 
written,  upon  the  ftrong  or  the  weak 
fides  of  courts  and  kingdoms,  fhould 
they  be  forgot  aifo — and  Slawkenbergius 

only  left there  would  be  enough  in 

him  in  all  confcience,  he  would  fay,  to 
fet  the  world  a-going  again.  A  treafure 
therefore  was  he  indeed !  an  inftitute 
of  all  that  was  neceffary  to  be  known  of 
nofes,  and  every  thing  elfe  —  at  mating 
noon,  and  vefpers  was  Hafen  Slawkenber- 
gius his  recreadon  and  delight :  'twas  for 

ever  in  his   hands you   would  have 

fworn.  Sir,  it  had  been  a  canon's  prayer- 
book— fo  worn,  fo  glazed,  fo  contrited 
and  attrited  was  it  with  fingers  and  with 
thumbs  in  all  its  pares,  from  one  end  even 
unto  the  other. 

I  am  not  fuch  a  bigot  to  Slawkenbergius 

as  my  father  -, there  is  a  fund  in  him, 

no  doubt :  but  in  my  opinion,  the  bcft, 
I  don't  fay  the  moft  profitable,   but  the 
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mofl  amufing  part  of  Hnfen  Slawkenler- 

giuSy  is  his   tales and,  confidering 

he  was  a  Germany  many  of  them  told  not 

without  fancy : thefe  take  up  his 

fecond  book,  containing  nearly  one  half 
of  his  folio,  and  are  comprehended  in  ten 
decads,  each  decad  containing  ten  tales 
Philofophy  is  not  built  upon 
tales  ;  and  therefore  'twas  certainly  wrong 
in  Slawkenhergius  to  fend  them   into  the 

world  by  that  name  ! there  are  a  few 

of  them  in  his  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth 
decads,  which  I  own  feem  rather  playful 
and  fportive,  than  fpeculative  —  but  in 
general  they  are  to  be  looked  upon  by 
the  learned  as  a  detail  of  fo  many  inde- 
pendent fa6ls,  all  of  them  turning  round 
fomehow  or  other  upon  the  main  hinges 
of  his  fubjeft,  and  collefted  by  him  with 
great  fidelity,  and  added  to  his  work  as 
fo  many  illuftrations  upon  the  doftrines 
ofnofes. 

As  we  have  leifure  enough  upon  our 

hands if  you  give  me  leave,  madam, 

I'll  tell  you  the  ninth  tale    of  his  tenth 
decad. 

K  4 
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SLAWKENBERGII 

Fabella.  * 

T^ESPERJ  qiiddam  frigiduld,  pojie- 
riori  in  -parte  menfis  Augufti,  peregri- 
nus,  mulo  fujco  colore  mcidem,  mantled  a 
tergOy  paucis  indufiis^  binis  calceis,  hraccij- 
que  fericis  coccineis  repleta,  Argento- 
ratum  ingrejfus  eji. 

Militi    eum  percontantiy     quum   partus 
intraret  dixit,  Je  apiid  Naforum  promonto- 
rium  fuijcj  Francofurtum  proficijci,  et  Ar- 
gent or  at  um,  tranfitu  ad  fines  Sarmatia  men-r 
Jis  inlervalloy  reverfuru?n. 

Miles  peregrini    in  faciem  fufpexit-^ — -» 
Vi  honij  nova  forma  nafi  I 

At  multum  mibi  profuit,  tnqnit  peregri- 
pus,  carpum  amento  extrahens,  e  quo  pepen- 

*  As  Hafen  Slanvkenbergiu]  de  Nafis  is  extremely 
fcarce,  it  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  learned 
reader  to  fee  the  fpecimen  of  a  few  pages  of  his  ori- 
ginal ;  I  will  make  no  refle6lion  upon  it,  but  that 
his  ftory-telling  Latin  is  much  more  concife  than 
his  philofcphic — and,  I  thiiik,  has  more  of  Launi;y 
jn  it. 
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SLAWKENBERGIUS's 
Tale. 

IT  was  one  cool  refrefhing  evening,  at 
the  clofe  of  a  very  fultry  day,  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  month  of  Juguft,  when 
a  ftranger,  mounted  upon  a  dark  mule, 
with  a  fmall  cloak- bag  behind  him,  con- 
taining a  few  fhirts,  a  pair  of  fhoes,  and  a 
crimfon-fattin  pair  of  breeches,  entered 
the  town  oiStraJhurg, 

He  told  the  ccntinel,  who  queflioned 
him  as  he  entered  the  gates,  that  he  had 
been  at  the  Promontory  of  Noses— was 

going  on  to  Frankfort and  fhould  be 

back  again    at  Strajburg  that  day  month, 
in  his  way  to  the  borders  of  Crim  Tartary, 

The  centinel  looked  up  into  the  flran-- 

ser's  face he  never  faw  fuch  a  Nofe  in 

his  life  ! 

—I  have  made  a  very  good  venture  of 
it,  quoth  the  ftranger— lb  flipping  his 
wrift  out  of  the  loop  of  a  black  ribbon^to 
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St  acinaces :  Loculo  manum  injerult  \  et 
magna  cum  urhanitatey  jpiki  parte  anteriore 
'iacld  manu  finiftrd,  ut  exteitdit  dextram, 
snlliti  Jlorinum  dedit  et  procejftt. 


Dolet  mihii  ait  mileSy  tympamflam  nanum 
et  valgum  alloquensj  I'irum  adeo  urhanum 
vaginam  perdidijje:  itinerari  baud  poterit 
nudd  acinaci ;   neque  vaginam  toto  Argen- 

torato,    hahilem    inveniet. Nullam 

unquam   habui,  rejpondit  peregrinus    rejpi- 

ciens Jeque  comiter   inclinans  —  hoc 

more  gejlo,  nudam  acinacem  elevans-^   mulo 
lemo  progrediente,  ut  nafum  tueripojfira. 


Non  immeritOj  loilgne  peregrine,  rejpon- 
dit miles. 

Nihili  o'jiimoj  ait  ilk  tympanijla,  e  per- 
gamend faSlitius  efi. 

Trout  chrifiianus  Jtmis  inquit  miles,  najus 
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which  a  Ihort  fcymetar  was  hung,  he  put 
his  hand  into  his  pocket,  and  with  great 
courtefy  touching  the  fore  part  of  his  cap 
with  his    left  hand,   as  he  extended  his 

right he  put  a  florin  into  the  centi- 

nel's  hand,  and  pafled  or. 

It  grieves  me,  faid  the  centinel,  fpeak- 
ing  to  a  little  dwarfifli  bandy-legg'd 
drummer,  that  fo  courteous  a  foul  fhould 

have   loft  his  fcabbard he  cannot 

travel  without  one  to  his  fcymetar,  and 
will  not  be  able  to  get  a  fcabbard  to  fit  it 

in  all  Strafburg. 1    never  had  one, 

replied  the  ftranger,  looking  back  to  the 
centinel,  and  putting  his  hand  up  to  his 

cap  as  he  fpoke 1  carry  it,  continued 

he,  thus holding  up  his  naked  fcy- 
metar, his  mule  moving  on  flowly  all  the 
time — on  purpofe  to  defend  my  nofe. 

It  is  well  worth  it,  gentle  ftranger,  re- 
plied the  centinel. 

'Tis  not  worth  a  fingle  ftiver,  faid 

the  bandy-legg'd  drummer 'tis  a  nofe 

of  parchment. 

As  I  am  a  true  catholic— except  that 
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ilki  ni  Jexties  major  fit^  meo  ejjet  confor^ 
mis. 

Crepitare  audivi  ait  tympanijla. 

Mehercule !  Janguinem  emifity  7-eJpondit 
miles . 

Mijeret  me^  inquit  tympanijla^  qui  non 
amho  teiigimus  ! 

Ecdem  tempcris  pun^fo,  quo  h^c  res  ar- 
Yumentata  fuit  inter  militem  et  tympanijlantj 
dijceptahatur  ibidem  tuhicine  et  tixore  fud 
qui  tunc  accejferunty  et  peregrino  pratereun- 
te,  rejliterunt. 

^antus  nafus  !  aque  longus  ejiy  ait  tu- 
hicinai  ac  tuba, 

Et  ex  eodem  metallOi  ait  tubicen^  velut 
fiernutamento  audias, 

I'antum  abejl^  rejpondit  illa^  quod fijlulam 
dulcedine  vincit. 

jEneus  ejij  ait  tuhicen. 

Neqiiaquani,  rejpondit  uxor. 

Rurjum  affirmoj  ait  tubicen,  quod  aneus 
ejt. 

Rem  penitus  explorabo ;  prius,  enim  di- 
gito  tangam,  ait  uxcr^  quam  dormivero. 
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it  is  fix  times  as  big — 'tis  a  nofe,  faid  the 
centinel,  like  my  own. 

— I  heard  it  crackle,  faid  the  drummer. 

By  diinder,  faid  the  centinel,  I  faw  it 
bleed. 

What  a  pity,  cried  the  bandy-legg'd 
drummer,  we  did  not  both  touch  it ! 

At  the  very  time  that  this  diipute  was 
maintaining  by  the  centinel  and  the 
drummer — was  the  fame  point  debating 
betwixt  a  trumpeter  and  a  trumpeter's 
wife,  who  were  juft  then  coming  up,  and 
had  flopped  to  fee  the  flranger  pafs  by. 

Benedicity ! What   a   nofe  !    'tis 

as  long,  fiid  the  trumpeter's  wife,  as  a 
trumpet. 

And  of  the  fame  metal,  faid  the  trum- 
peter, as  you  hear  by  its  fneezing. 

'Tis  as  foft  as  a  flute,  faid  flie. 

— 'Tis  brafs,  faid  the  trumpeter. 

— 'Tis  a  pudding's  end,  faid  his  wife. 

I  tell  thee  again,  faid  tlie  trumpeter, 
'tis  a  brazen  nofe. 

I'll  know  the  bottom  of  it,  fiid  the 
trumpeter's  wife,  for  I  will  touch  it  with 
my  finger  before  I  fleep. 
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Mulus  peregrini  gradu  Unto  ■progreffus 
efti  ut  unumquodqiie  verhum  controverji^e, 
Tion  tantum  inter  militem  et  tympanijlmny 
verum  etiam  inter  tuhicinem  et  uxorem  ejus, 
audiret. 

Nequaquam,  ait  ilkj  in  muli  collum 
fr£na  demittens,  et  manihus  amhahis  in 
peBus  pofitis,  (rnulo  lent}  progrediente )  ne- 
quaquam, ait  ilk  refpiciensy  non  necejje  ejl 
ut  res  ijlhac  dilucidata  foret,  Minime  gen- 
fium  !  meus  nafus  nunquam  tangetur,  dum 
fpiritus  hos  reget  artus  —  Ad  quid  agen- 
dum ?  ait  uxor  burgomagijlri. 


Teregrinus  Hit    non    rejpondit.      Votum 

faciebat    tunc  temporis  JanEio  Nicolao ;  quo 

fa5f0y  ftnimi  dextrum  injerensj  e  qua  negli- 

genter  pependit   acinaces,  lento  gradu  pro- 

cejfit  per  plateam  Argentorati  latam  qu^  ad 

diver/Griwn  templo  tx  adverjum  ducit. 
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The  ftranger's  mule  moved  on  at  lb 
flow  a  rate,  that  he  heard  every  word  of 
the  dlfpute,  not  only  betwixt  the  centi- 
nei  and  the  drumnner,  but  betwixt  the 
trumpeter  and  trumpeter's  wife. 

No  !  faid  he,  dropping  his  reins  upon 
his  mule's  neck,  and  laying  both  his 
hands  upon  his  bread,  the  one  over  the 
other  in  a  faint-likj  pofition  (his  mule 
going  on  eafily  all  the  time)  No  !  laid 
he,  looking  up — I  am  not  fuch  a  debtor 

to  the  world flandered   and  difap- 

pointed  as  I  have  been  —  as  to  give  it 

that  convidion no !  faid  he,  my  nofe 

fliall    never  be  touched   whilft  Heaven 

gives  me  ftrength To  do  what  ?  faid 

SI  burgomafter's  wife. 

The  Ilranger  took  no  notice    of  the 

burgomafter's  wife he  was  making 

a  vow  to  Saint  Nicolas ;  which  done;^ 
having  uncrofled  his  arms  with  the  famiC 
folemnity  with  which  he  croifed  them, 
he  took  up  the  reins  of  his  bridle  with 
his  left-hand,  and  putting  his  right  hand 
into  his  bofom,  with  his  fcymetar  hang- 
ing loofely  to  the  wrift  of  ir,  he  rode  on. 
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Peregrinus  mulo  defcendens  Jlahulo  in- 
cludiy  et  manticam  inferri  jujfit :  qua  apertd 
et  coccineis  Jericis  femoralihus  extra^iis 
cum  argenteo  laciniato  Tlipi^ofAxvTty  his  Jefe 
induity  Jlatimquey  acinaci  in  manUy  ad  fo- 
rum deamhulavit. 


^od  uVt  peregrinus  ejfdt  ingreffuSj  ux'o^' 
rem  tuhicinis  obviam  euntem  ajpicit  -,  illico 
curfum  fle5iity  metiiens  m  najusjuus  explo- 
raretur,  atque  ad  diverjorium  regrejfus  eji 
— exuit  Je  vejlibus  y  brace  as  coccineas  Je- 
ricas  mantide  impofuii  mulumque  educi 
jujjit, 

Francofurtum  proficifcoVy  ait  ///?,  et  Ar~ 
gentoratum  quatuor  ahhinc  kebdomadis  re- 
vertar. 
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as  flowly  as  one  foot  of  the  mule  could 
follow  another,  thro*  the  principal  ftreets 
of  Strajhurg^  till  chance  brought  him  to 
the  great  inn  in  the  market-place  over- 
againfl  the  church. 

The  moment  the  ftranger  alighted,  he 
ordered  his  mule  to  be  led  into  the  lia- 
ble, and  his  cloak-bag  to  be  brought  inj 
then  opening,  and  taking  out  of  it  his 
crimfon-fattin  breeches,  with  a  filver- 
fringed — (appendage  to  them,  which  I 
dare  not  tranflate)— he  put  his  breeches, 
with  his  fringed  cod-piece  on,  and  forth- 
with, with  his  fhoit  fcymetai'  in  his  hand^ 
walked  out  to  the  grand  parade; 

The  ftranger  had  juft  taken  three  turns 
upon  the  parade,  when  he  perceived  the 
trumpeter's  wife  at  the  oppofite  fide  of 
it— fo  turning  Hiort,  in  pain  left  his  nofe 
fhould  be  attempted,  he  inftantly  went 
back  to  his  inn— -iindreiTed  himfelf,  pack- 
ed up  his  crimfon-fattin  breeches,  i^c.  in 
his  cloak-bag,  and  called  for  his  mule. 

I  am  going  forwards,  faid  the  ftranger, 

for   Frankfort and  ftiall  be  back  at 

Strajhiirg  this  day  month. 

VOL.ir.  L 
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Bene  curajii  hoc  jumentum  ?  (ait)  mult 
faciem  manu  demukens — me,  manticamque 
meant,  plus Jexcentis  milk  pajfibus  portavit. 


Longa  via  efi !   rejpondet  hofpeSj  nift  plu' 

rimum  ejfet  negoti, — Enimvero,  ait  peregri- 

nusy  a  Nqforum  promontorio  redii,  et  najum 

Jpecioftjfimumj    egregiojijftmumque  quern  uH" 

^uam  quijquam  Jortitus  ejl,  acquijivi  .<* 


Dum  peregrinus  banc  miram  rationem  de 
Jeipjo  reddity  hcfpes  et  uxor  ejus,  oculis  in* 
tentisy  peregrini  naJum  co7ttemplantur 
Per  Jan^os  Jan5lafque  omnes,  ait  hcjpitis 
uxor,  najis  duodecim  maximis  in  toto  Argen^ 
tor  at  0  major  efi  I — efine,  ait  ilia  mariti  in 
aurem  infufurrans,  nonne  eft  najus  pragran- 
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1  hope,  continued  the  flranger,  flrok- 
ing  down  the  face  of  his  mule  with  his 
left  hand  as  he  was  going  to  mount  it, 
that  you  have  been  kind  to  this  faithful 
flave  of  mine — it  has  carried  me  and  my 
cloak-bag,  continued  he,  tapping  the 
mule's  back,  above  fix  hundred  leagues. 

— 'Tis   a  long  journey.  Sir,  replied 

the  mafter  of  the  inn unlefs  a  man 

has   great    bufinefs. Tut!  tut!    faid 

the  flranger,  I  have  been  at  the  Promon- 
tory of  Nofes ;  and  have  got  me  one  of 
the  goodlieft,  thank  Heaven,  that  ever 
fell  to  a  fingle  man's  lot. 

Whilll  the  flranger  was  giving  this 
odd  account  of  himfelf,  the  mailer  of  the 
inn  and  his  wife  kept  both  their   eyes 

fixed   full  upon  the  flranger's   nofe 

By  (dAnx.  Radagunddj  faid  the  inn-keeper's 
wife  to  herfelf,  there  is  more  of  it  than 
in  any  dozen  of  the  largeft  nofes  put  to- 
gether in  all  Strajhurg!  is  it  not,  faid 
fhe,  whifpering  her  hufband  in  his  ear,  k 
it  not  a  noble  nofe  ? 

L  2 
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Bolus  inejiy  aninte  ml,  ait  hofpes — najus 
eji  faljus. 

Veriis  eft  J  refpondit  uxor 

Ex  ahiete  fa5lus  eftj  ait  ille,  terehinihi- 
num  olet 

Carhunculus  inejiy  ait  uxor. 

Mortuus  eft  nafusy  rejpondit  hojpes. 

Vivus  eji  ait  illay — et  ft  ipja  vivam  tan- 
gam* 

Votum  feci  fan^lo  NicolaOj  aitperegrinuSj 
nnjum  meum  intaBum  fore  ufque  ad — ^od~ 
num  tempus  ?  illico  refpondit  ilia. 


Minimo  tangetur,  inquit  ilk  (manihus  in 
peSlus  compofitis)    ufque  ad    illam    horam 

^am  horam  ?  ait  ilia Nul- 

lamy  refpondit  peregrinuSy    donee  pervenia 

nd—^em    Iccuwy — obfecro?  ait   ilia 

Peregrinus    nil   refpondens    mulo    confcenft 
dijceffit. 
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'Tis  an  impoftiire,  my  dear,  faici  the 
mafter  of  the  inn 'tis  a  falfe  nofe. 

'Tis  a  true  nofe,  faid  his  wife. 

'Tis  made  of  fir-tree,  faid  he,  I  fmell 
the  turpentine. 

There's  a  pimple  on  it,  faid  fhe. 

'Tis  a  dead  nofe,  rephed  the  inn- 
keeper. 

'Tis  a  live  nofe,  and  if  I  am  alive  my- 
idfy  faid  the  inn-keeper's  wife,  I  will 
touch  it. 

I  have  made  a  vow  to  faint  Nicolas  this 
day,  faid  the  ftranger,  that  my  nofe  fhall 
not  be  touched  till — Here  the  Itranger, 
fufpending  his   voice,  looked  up. 
Till  when  ?  faid  flie  hadily. 

It  never  fhall  be  touched,  faid  he, 
clafping  his  hands  and  bringing  them 
clofe  to  his  bread,  till  that  hour — What 
hour  ?  cried  the  inn-keeper's  wife. — Ne- 
ver !  — never  !  faid  the  ftranger,  never 
till  I  am  got — For  Heaven's  fake,  into 

what  place  .''   faid  flie The  ftranger 

rode  away  without  faying  a  word. 


^  3 
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The  ftranger  had  not  got  half  a  league 
pn  his  way  towards  Frarikfori  before  all 
the  city  of  Strajhurg  was  in  an  uproar 
about  his  nofe.  The  Compline  bells  were 
juft  ringing  to  call  the  Strajhurgers  to 
their  devotions,  and  fhut  up  the  duties 
of  the  day  in  prayer: — no  foul  in  all 
Strajburg  heard  'em — the  city  was  like  a 

fwarm  of  bees men,  women,  and 

children   (the  Compline  bells  tinkling  all 
the  time)  flying  here  and  there— in  at  one 

door,  out  at   another this   way  and 

that  way — long  ways  and  crofs  ways — 
vpone  ftreet,   down  another  fbreet 

in  at  this  alley,  out  of  that did 

you  fee  it  ?  did  you  fee  it  ?  did  you  fee 

it  ?    O  !  did  you  fee  it  ? who  faw 

it  ?   who  did  fee  it  ?    for  mercy's  fake, 
who  faw  it  ? 

Alack  o'day !    I  was   at   vefpers !— I 
"was  wafhing,    I    was  ftarching,    I  was 

fcouring,   1  was   quilting God  help 

me  !  1  never  faw  it 1  never  touch'd 

it !  would  I  had  been  a  centinel,  a 

bandy-legg'd  drummer,  a  trumpeter,  a 
trumpeter's  wife,  was  the  general  cry  and 
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lamentation  in  every  ftreet  and  corner  of 
Strafhurg. 

Whilft  all  this  confufion  and  diforder 
triumphed  throughout  the  great  city  of 
Strajburgj  was  the  courteous  ftranger 
going  on  as  gendy  upon  his  mule  in  his 
way  to  Frankfort,  as  if  he  had  no  con- 
cern at  all  in  the  affair talking  all 

the  way  he  rode    in   broken  fentences, 
fomedmes    to  his    mule— fometimes  to 
himfelf— fometimes  to  his  Julia. 
•     O  Julia,  my  lovely  Julia  ! — nay  I  can- 
not ftop  to  let  thee  bite  that  thiftle 

that  ever  the  fufpefted  tongue  of  a  rival 
Ihould  have  robbed  me  of  enjoyment 
wh^n  I   was  upon  the  point  of   tailing 

— -Pugh !— 'ns  nothing  but  a  'thiflle 

— never   mind  it thou   fhalt  have  a 

better  fupper  at  night. 

Banilh'd    from   my  country • 


my  friends from  thee. 

Poor  devil,    thou'rt    fadly  tired  with 

thy  journey  ! come— get  on  a  litde 

fafter— there's  nothing  in  my  cloak-bag 

but  two  Ihirts a  crimlbn-fatcin  pair 

L  4 
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of  breeches,    and    a   fringed  ^ Dear 

Julia  ! 

But  why  to  Frankfort  ? — is  it  that 

there  is  a  hand  unfelt,  which  fecretly  is 
conducting  me  through  thefe  meanders 
and  unfufpeded  tradls  ? 

StumbHng  !    by    faint    Nicolas ! 

every  flep — why  at  this  rate  we  fhall  be 
all  night  in  getting  in 


To  happinefs or  am  I  to  be 

the  fport  of  fortune  and  flander — deflin- 
cd  to  be  driven  forth  unconvided 


unheard untouch'd— - — if  fo,  why 

did  I  not  ftay  at  Strajburg,  where  juftice 
— but  I  had  fworn !   Come,  thou  fhalt 

•Irink — to  St,  Nicolas — O  Julia  1 

What  doft  thou  prick  up  thy  ears  at  ? 
r— — -'tis  nothing  but  a  man,  i^c. 

The  ftranger  rode  on  communing  In 
this  manner  with  his  mule  and  Julia — 
till  he  arrived  at  his  inn,  where,  as  foon 

as  he  arrived,  he  alighted — faw  his 

mule,  as  he  had  promifed  it,  taken  good 

care  of -took  off  his  cloak-bag,  with 

his  crimfon-fatdn  breeches,  ^c.  in  it — 
failed  for  an  omelet  to  his  fupper,  went 
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to  his  bed  about  twelve  o'clock,  and  in 
five  minutes  fell  faft  afleep. 

It  was  about  the  fame  hour  when  the 
tumult  in  Strajhurg  being  abated  for  that 
night,  —  the  Strajlmrgers  had  all  got 
quiedy  into  their  beds— but  not  like  die 
ftranp-er,  for  the  reft  either  of  their  minds 
or  bodies  ;  queen  Mah,  like  an  elf  as  flie 
was,  had  taken  die  ftranger's  nofe,  and 
without  reduction  of  its  bulk,  had  diac 
night  been  at  the  pains  of  flitdng  and 
dividing  it  into  as  many  nofcs  of  differ- 
ent cuts  and  falhions,  as  there  were 
heads  in  Strajbiirg  to  hold  them.  The 
abbefs  of  ^ledlingberg,  who  with  the 
four  great  dignitaries  of  her  chapter,  the 
priorefs,  the  deanefs,  the  fub-chantrefs, 
and  fenior  canonefs,  had  that  week  come 
to  StraJImrg  to  confult  the  univerfity 
upon  a    cafe  of  confcience    relating  to 

their  placket-holes was   ill   ail  the 

night. 

The  courteous  ftranger's  nofe  had  got 
perched  upon  the  top  of  die  pineal  g'and 
of  her  brain,  and  made  fuch  rouang  work 
jn  the  fancies  of  the  four  great  digi.ita- 
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ries  of  her  chapter,  they  could  not  get  a 
wink  of  fleep  the  whole  night  thro'  for  it 

there  was  no  keeping  a  limb  ftill 

amongft  them in  Hiort,  they  got  up 

like  fo  many  ghofts. 

The  penitentiaries  of  the  third  order 

of  faint  Francis ^the   nuns  of  mount 

Calvary the   Pr^monfiratenfes the 

Clmiienjes* the   CarthufianSy   and   all 

the  feverer  orders  of  nuns  who  lay  that 
night  in  blankets  or  hair-cloth,  were  flill 
in  a  worfe  condition  than  the  abbefs  of 
^edlingberg— by  tumbling  and  tolling, 
and  tofTing  and  tumbling  from  one  fide 
of  their  beds  to   the  other    the    whole 

night    long the    feveral  fifterhoods 

had  fcratch'd  and  maul'd  themfelves  all 

to  death they  got  out  of  their  beds 

almofl  flay'd  alive — every  body  thought 
faint  Antony  had  vifited  them  for  proba- 
tion  with  his  fire they  had   never 

once,  in  fhort,  fhut  their  eyes  the  whole 
night  long  from  vefpers  to  matins. 

*  Hafen  Sla^vkeiibergius  means  the  Benedi61ine 
nuns  of  Cliwj,  found(;d  in  the  year  940,  by  Otioy  abbe 
de  Cluny. 
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The  nuns  of  faint  Urjula  aded  the 
wifeft  — they  never  attempted  to  go  to 
bed  at  ail. 

The  dean  of  Strajburg^  the  prebenda- 
ries, the  capitulars  and  domiciliars  (ca- 
pitularly  affembled  in  the  morning  to 
confider  the  cafe  of  butter'd  buns)  all 
wifhed  they  had  followed  the  nuns  of  faint 

Urjula's  example. 

In  the  hurry  and  confufion  every  thing 
had  been  in  the  night  before,  the  bakers 
had  all  forgot  to  lay  their  leaven — there 
were  no  butter'd  buns  to  be  had  for 
breakfaft  in  all  Strajlurg  —  the  whole 
clofe  of  the  cathedral  was  in  one  eternal 

commotion fuch  a  caufe  of  reftlelT- 

nefs  and  difquietude,  and  fuch  a  zealous 
inquiry  into  the  caufe  of  that  reftleffnefs, 
had  never  happened  in  Strafiurgy  fince 
Martin  Luther,  with  his  dodrines,  had 
turned  the  city  upfide  down. 

If  the  ft  ranger's  nofe  took  this  liberty 
of  thrufting  himfelf  thus  into  the  diflies  * 

*  Mr.   Shandy's    compliments  to  orators is  very 

fenfibl*    that    Slaiukenbergitis    has    here    changed    his 
metaphor  ■  -         which  he  is  very  guilty  of  ;        "that 
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of  religious  orders,  ^c.  what  a  carniva! 
did  his  nofe  make  of  it,  in  diofe  of  the 
laity  ! — 'tis  more  than  my  pen,  worn  to 
the  {lump  as  it  is,  has  power  to  defcribe ; 
tho'  I  acknowledge,  (cries  Slawkenber- 
gius,  with  more  gaiety  of  thought  than  I 
could  have  expecfed from  him)  that  there  is 
many  a  good  fimile  now  fubfifting  in  the 
world  which  might  give  my  countrymen 
Ibme  idea  of  it ;  but  at  the  clofe  of  fuch 
a  folio  as  this,  wrote  for  their  fakes,  and 
in  which  I  have  fpent  the  greateft  part  of 
my  life tho'  1  own  to  them  the  fi- 
mile is  in  being,  yet  would  it  not  be  un- 
rcalonable  in  them  to  expeft  I  Ihould 
have  either  time  or  inclination  to  fearch 
for  it  ?  Let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  the  riot 
and  diforder  it  occafioned  in  the  Stj-af- 
hurgers  fantafies  was  fo  general  —  fuch 
an  overpowering  mafterfliip  had  it  got 
of  all  the  faculties  of  the  Strajhurgers 
minds  —  fo  many  flrange  things,  widi 
equal  confidence  on  all  fides,   and  with 

as  a  tranflator,  Mr.  Shandy  has  all  along  done  what 
he  could  to  make  him  ftick'to  it— but  that  heie  'twas 
impoiTible. 
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equal  eloquence  in  all  places,  were  fpoken 
;ind  fvvorn  to  concerning  it,  that  turned 
the  whole  ftream  of  all  difcourle  and 
wonder  towards  it — every  foul,  good  and 
bad — rich  and  poor — learned  and  un- 
learned  do6tor  and  ftudent mif- 

trefs    and   maid gentle    and    fimple 

nun's  flcfli  and  woman's  flefli,  in 
Strajhurg  fpent  their  time  in  hearing 
tidings  about  it— every   eye  in   Strajlmrg 

languiflied  to  fee  it every  finger 

every  thumb  in  Strajhurg  burned  to 
touch  it. 

Now  what  might  add,  if  any  thing 
may  be  thought  neceffary  to  add,  to  fo 
vehement  a  defire— was  this,  that  the 
centinel,  the  bandy-legg'd  drummer,  the 
trumpeter,  tlie  trumpeter's  wife,  the  bur- 
gomaftcr's  widow,  the  mailer  of  the  inn, 
and  the  mafter  of  the  inn's  wife,  how 
widely  foevtr  they  all  differed  every  one 
from  another  in  their  teftimonies  and  de- 
fcription  of  the  ftranger's  nofc — they  all 
agreed  together  in  two  points — namely, 
that  he  was  gone  to  Frankfort,  and  would 
not  return     to    StraJJmrg   till   tliat   day 
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month ;  and  fecondly,  whether  his  nofe 
was  true  or  falfe,  that  the  ftranger  him- 
felf  was  one  of  the  moft  perfeft  paragons 
of  beauty— the  fineft-made  man— the 
moft  genteel !—  the  moft  generous  of  his 
purfe — the  moft  courteous  in  his  carriage, 
that  had  ever  entered  the  gates  of  Strafe 
^urg—th2Lt  as  he  rode,  with  fcymetar 
flung  loofely  to  his  wrift,  thro'  the  ftreets 
—  and  walked  with  his  crimlbn-fattin 
breeches  acrofs  the  parade  — 'twas  with 
fo  fweet  an  air  of  carelefs  modefty,   and 

fo  manly  withal as  would  have  put 

the  heart  in  jeopardy  (had  his  nofe  not 
ftood  in  his  way)  of  every  virgin  who 
had  caft  her  eyes  upon  him. 

I  call  not  upon  that  heart  which  is  a 
ftranger  to  the  throbs  and  yearnings  of 
curiofity,  fo  excited,  to  juftify  the  ab- 
befs  of  ^edlingbergy  the  priorefs,  the 
deanefs,  and  fub-chantrefs,  for  fending  at 
noon-day  for  the  trumpeter's  wife  :  ftic 
went  through  the  ftreets  of  Strajburg 
with  her  huft^and's  trumpet  in  her  hand, 

' the  beft  apparatus  the  ftraitnefs  of 

the  time  would  allow  her,  for  the  illuA 
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tration  of  her  theory — flie  ftaid  no  longer 
than  three  days. 

The  centinel  and  bandy-legg'd  drum- 
mer ! nothing   on   this   fide  of  old 

Athens  could  equal  them  !  they  read  their 
leftures  under  the  city-gates  to  comers 
and  goers,  with  all  the  pomp  of  a  Chry- 
ftpfus  and  a  Grantor  in  their  porticos. 

The  mafter  of  the  inn,  with  his  oftler 
on  his  left-hand,  read  his  alfo  in  the 
fame  ftile — under  the  portico  or  gatev/ay 
of  his  ftable-yard— his  wife,  hers  more 
privately  in  a  back  room  :  all  flocked  to 
their  leftures;  not  promifcuoufly — but 
to  this  or  that,  as  is  ever  the  way,  as 
faith  and  creduHty  marfhal'd  them— 
in  a  word,  each  Strajhurger  came  croud- 
ing  for  intelligence and  every  Straj- 
hurger had  the  intelligence  he  wanted. 

'Tis  worth  remarking,  for  the  benefit 
of  all  dem.ondrators  in  natural  philofo- 
phy,  i^c.  that  as  foon  as  the  trumpeter's 
wife  had  finilhed  the  abbefs  of  ^(edling- 
berg's  private  lefture,  and  had  begun  to 
read  in  public,  which  fhe  did  upon  a 
ftool  in  the  middle  of  the  great  parade, 
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• fhe  incommoded   the  other  demon- 


llrators  mainly,  by  gaining  incontinently 
the   moft  fafhionable  part  of  the  city  of 

Strajhurg  for  her  auditory But  when 

a  demonftrator  in  philofophy  (cries  Slaw- 
kenbergiiis)  has  a  trumpet  for  an  appara- 
tus, pray  what  rival  in  fcience  can  pre- 
tend to  be  heard  befides  him  ? 

Whilft  the  unlearned,  thro'  thefe  con- 
duits of  intelligence,  were  all  bulled  in 
getting  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  well, 
where  Truth    keeps    her   little    court 

were  the  learned  in  their  way  as 

bufy   in  pumping  her  up  thro*  the  con- 
duits of  dialect  induction they  con- 
cerned themfelves  not  with  fads 
they  reafoned ' 

Not  one  profeffion  had  thrown  more 
light  upon  this  fubjecl  than  the  Faculty 
— had  not  all  their  difputes  about  it 
run  into  the  affair  of  Wens  and  oedema-* 
tous  fweilings,  they  could  not  keep  clear 
of  them  for  their  bloods  and  fouls  - 

the  ftranger's  nofe  had  nothing  to  do  ei- 
ther with  wens  or  oedemxatous  fweilings. 

It  was  demonftrated  however  very  fa* 
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tisfaftorily,  that  fuch  a  ponderous  mafs 
of  heterogeneous  matter  could  not  be 
congefted  and  conglomerated  to  the  nofe, 
whilft  the  infant  was  in  Utera,  without 
deltroying  the  ftatical  balance  of  the 
foetus,  and  throwing  it  plump  upon  its 

head  nine  months  before  the  time. 

-The  opponents  granted  the  the- 


ory  they  denied  the  confequences. 

And  if  a  fuitable  provifion  of  veins, 
arteries,  ^c.  faid  they,  was  not  laid  in, 
for  the  due  nourifhment  of  fuch  a  nofe, 
in  the  very  firft  ftamina  and  rudiments 
of  its  formation,  before  it  came  into  the 
world  (bating  the  cafe  of  Wens)  it  could 
not  regularly  grow  and  be  fuftained  after- 
wards. 

This  was  all  anfwered  by  a  diilerta- 
tion  upon  nutriment,  and  the  effe6l  which 
nutriment  had  in  extending  the  vefTels, 
and  in  the  increafe  and  prolongation  of 
the  mufcular  parts  to  the  greateft  growth 
and  expanfion  imaginable — In  the  tri- 
umph of  which  theory,  they  went  fo  far 
as  to  affirm,  that  there  was  no  caufe  itj 

VOL.  ir.  M 
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nature,  why  a  nofe  might  not  grow  to  the 
fize  of  the  man  himfelf. 

The  refpondents  fatisfied  the  world 
this  event  could  never  happen  to  them 
fo  Ions;  as  a  man  had  but  one  ftomach 
and  one  pair  of  lungs For  the  fto- 
mach, faid  they,  being  the  only  organ 
deftined  for  die  reception  of  food,  and 
turning  it  into  chyle — and  the  lungs  the 
only  engine  of  fanguification — it  could 
pofilbly  work  off  no  more,  than  what  the 
appetite  brought  it  :  or  admitting  the 
pofiibility  of  a  man's  overloading  his 
ftomach,  nature  had  fet  bounds  however 
to  his  lungs — the  engine  was  of  a  deter- 
mined fize  and  ftrength,  and  could  ela- 
borate but  a  certain  quantity  in  a  given 

time that  is,  it  could  produce  juft 

as  much  blood  as  was  fuJEEcient  for  one 
fingle   man,   and   no  more ;  fo   that,   if 

there  was  as  miUch  nofe  as  man they 

proved  a  mortification  muft  neceftarily 
enfue ;  and  forafmuch  as  there  could 
not  be  a  fupport  for  both,  that  the 
nofe  muft  either  fall  off  from  the  man, 
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or  the  man  inevitably  fall  off  from  his 
nofe. 

Nature  accommodates  herfelf  to  thefe 
emergencies,  cried  the  opponents— elfe 
what  do  you  fay  to  the  cafe  of  a  whole 
ftomach — a  whole  pair  of  lungs,  and  but 
half  a  man,  when  both  his  legs  have 
been  unfortunately  fhot  off? 

He  dies  of  a  plethora,  faid  they  — 
or  muft  fpit  blood,  and  in  a  fortnight 
or  three  weeks  go  off  in  a  confump- 
tion. 

It  happens  otherwife — replied  the 


opponents. 

It  ought  not,  faid  they. 

The  more  curious  and  intimate  in- 
quirers after  nature  and  her  doings, 
though  they  went  hand  in  hand  a  good 
way  together,  yet  they  all  divided  about 
the  nofe  at  laff,  almolt  as  much  as  the 
Faculty  itfelf 

They  amicably  laid  it  down,  that  there 
was  ajuft  and  geometrical  arrangement 
and  proportion  of  the  feveral  parts  of  the 
human  frame  to  its  feveral  deftinations, 
offices,  and  funftions,  which  could  not 

M   2 
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be  tranfgrefled  but  within  certain  limits 

— that  nature,  though  fhe  fported 

llie  fported  within  a  certain  circle  j- — 'and 
they  could  not  agree  about  the  diameter 
of  it. 

The  logicians   ftuck   much  clofer  to 
the  point  before   them  than  any  of  the 

clalTes  of  the  literati; they  began 

and  ended  with  the  word  Nofe  ;  and  had 
it  not  been  for  a  petitio  principii,  which 
one  of  the  ableft  of  them  ran  his  head 
againft  in  the  beginning  of  the  combat, 
the  whole  controverfy  had  been  fetded 
at  once. 

A  nofe,  argued  the  logician,  cannot 
bleed  without  blood  —  and  not  only 
blood — but  blood  circulating  in  it  to 
fupply  the  phsenomenon  with  a  fuccef- 
fion  of  drops — (a  ftream  being  but  a 
quicker  fucceflion  of  drops,  that  is  in- 
cluded, faid  he,) Now  death,  conti- 
nued the  logician,  being  nothing  but  the 
ftagnarion  of  the  blood 

I  deny  the  definition Death  is  the 

feparation  of  the  foul  from  the  body, 
faid  his   antagonift Then  we  don't 
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agree  about  our  weapons,  faid  the  logician 
— Then  there  is  an  end  of  the  difpute, 
replied  the  antagonift. 

The  civilians  were  ftill  more  concife : 
what  they  offered  being  more  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  decree than  a  difpute. 

Such  a  monftrous  nofe,  faid  they, 
had  it  been  a  true  nofe,  could  not  pof- 
fibly  have  been  fuffered  in  civil  fociety 

and  if  falfe — to  impofe  upon  fociety 

with  fuch  falfe  figns  and  tokens,  was  a 
ftill  greater  violation  of  its  rights,  and 
muft  have  had  ftill  lefs  mercy  Ihewn  it. 

The  only  objedion  to  this  was,  that  if 
it  proved  any  thing,  it  proved  the  ftran- 
ger's  nofe  was  neither  true  nor  falfe. 

This  left  room  for  the  controverfy  to 
go  on.  It  was  maintained  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  ecclefiaftic  court,  that  there 
was  nothing  to  inhibit  a  decree,  fince  the 
ftranger  ex  mero  motu  had  confeffcd  he 
had  been  at  the  Promontory  of  Nofes, 
and  had  got  one  of  the  goodlieft,  ^c. 

^c. To   this   it  was   anfvvered,   it 

was  impolTible  there  ftiould  be  fuch  a 
place  as  the  Promontory  of  Nofes,  and 
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the  learned  be  ignorant  where  it  lay. 
The  commiflary  of  the  bifhop  of  StraJ- 
hurg  undertook  the  advocates,  explained 
this  matter  in  a  treatife  upon  proverbial 
phrafes,  fhewing  them,  that  the  Promon- 
tory of  Nofes  was  a  mere  allegorick  ex- 
preflion,  impordng  no  more  than  that 
nature  had  given  him  a  long  nofe :  in 
proof  of  which,  with  great  learning,  he 
cited  the  underwritten  authorities  *,  which 
had  decided  the  point  inconteftably,  had 
it    not   appeared    that   a  difpute   about 

*  Nonnulli   ex  noftratibus   eadem  loquendi   formula 

utun.     Quinimo  &  Logiftae  &  Canoniftx Vid.  Parce 

Barne  Jas  in  d.  L.  Provincial.  Conftitut.  de  conjee, 
vid.  Vol.  Lib.  4.  Titul.  i.  n.  7.  qua  etiam  in  re 
confpir,  Om  de  Promontorio  Naf.  Tichmak.  ff.  d. 
tit.  3.  fol.  189.  paffim.  Vid.  Glof.  de  ccntrahend. 
empt.  &c.  necnon  J.  Scrudr.  in  cap.  §  refut.  per  to- 
tiiin.  Cum  his  conf.  Rever,  J.  Tubal,  Sentent.  & 
Prov.  cap.  9.  ff.  II,  12.  obiter.  V.  &  Librum,  cui 
Tit.  de  Terris  &  Pluaf.  Belg.  ad  finem,  cum  com- 
ment. N.  Bardy  Belg.  Vid.  Scrip.  Argentotarenf, 
de  Antiq.  Ecc.  in  Epifc.  Archiv.  fid  coll.  per  Von 
Jacobum  Koinfhoven  Folio  Argent.  -  1583.  prsecip. 
ad  finem.  Quibus  add.  Rebuff  in  L.  obvenire  de 
Signif.  Nom.  ff.  fol,  &  de  jure  Gent,  &  Civil,  de 
protib.  aliena  feud,  per  federa,  teft.  Joha.  Luxius  in 
prolegom.  quem  velim  videas,  de  Analy.  Cap.  i,  2, 
3.     Vid.  Idea. 
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fome  franchifes  of  dean  and  chapter- 
lands  had  been  determined  by  it  nineteen 
years  before. 

It  happened 1  miift  not  fay  un- 
luckily for  Truth,  becaufe  they  were 
giving  her  a  lift  another  way  in  fo  doing ; 
that  the  two  univerfities  oiStraJhurg 
the  Lutheran^  founded  in  the  year  1538 
by  Jacobus  Surmis,  counlciior  of  the  fe- 

nate, and    the   PopiJJjj   founded    by 

Leopold,  arch  -  duke  of  Aiiftria,  were, 
during  all  this  tinne,  employing  the  whole 
depth  of  their  knowledge  (except  juft: 
what  the  affair  of  the  abbefs  of  ^edling- 
bergs,  placket-holes  required) in  de- 
ter nnining  the  point  of  Martin  Luther\ 
damnation. 

The  Popijh  do6tors  had  undertaken  to 
demonftrate  a  priori^  that  from  the  ne- 
ceflary  influence   of  the  planets  on   the 

twenty-fecond  day  oiO^oher  1483 

when  the  moon  was  in  the  twelfdi  houfe, 
Jupiter^  Mars,  and  Venus  in  the  third, 
the  Sun,  Saturn,  and  Mercury,  all  got  to- 
g-ether in  the  fourth— that  he  muft  in 
courfej  and   unavoidably,  be   a  damn'd 
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man — and  that  his  dodrines,  by  a  dire6t 
corollary,  nniift  be  damn'd  do6trines  too. 

By  infpection  into  his  horofcope,  where 
five  planets  were  in  coition  all  at  once 
with  Scorpio  *  (in  reading  this  my  father 
would  always  fhake  his  head)  in  the 
ninth  houfe,  which  the  Arabians  allotted 
to  religion  —  it  appeared  that  Martin 
Luther  did  not  care  one  ftiver  about  the 
matter and  that  from  the  horo- 
fcope diredted  to  the  conjundion  oi  Mars 
— they  made  it  plain   likewife  he  muft 

die  curfing  and  blafpheming with  the 

blaft  of  which  his  foul  (being  fteep'd  in 
guilt)  failed  before  the  wind,  in  the  lake 
of  hell- fire. 

The  little  objeftion  of  the  Lutheran 

*  Hasc  mira,  fatifque  liorrenda.  Planetarum  coitio 
fub  Scorpio  Afteiifmo  in  nona  coeli  ftatione,  quam 
Arabes  leligioni  deputabant  efficit  Mariinum  Lutherum 
facrilegum  hereticiim,  Chriftianse  religionis  hoftem  acer- 
rimum  atque  prophanum,  ex  horofcopi  direftione  ad  Mar- 
tis  coitum,  religiofiffimus  obiit,  ejus  Anima  fcelefti/Tiraa 
ad  Infernos  navigavit  —  ab  Alefto,  Tifipiione  &  Me- 
gara  flagellis  igneis  cruciata  perenniter. 

Lucas  Gaurieus  in  Tiaftatu  aftrologico  de  prae- 

teritis  multorum  hoisinum  accidentibus  per  genituras 
cxajninatis. 
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doctors  to  this,  was,  that  it  mud  cer- 
tainly be  the  foul  of  another  man,  born 
0/7.  22,  83,  which  was  forced  to  fail 
down  before  the  wind  in  that  manner — 
inafmuch  as  it  appeared  from  the  regifter 
oi  Ijlahen  in  the  county  o^  Mansfdtt  that 
J^uther  was  not  born  in  the  year  1483, 
but  in  84  ;  and  not  on  the  2 2d  day  of 
O^ohery  but  on  the  loth  of  November^ 
the  eve  of  Martinmas  day,  from  whence 
he  had  the  name  oi  Martin. 

[ 1  muft  break  off  my  tranflation 

for  a  moment;  for  if  I  did  not,  I  know 
I  fhould  no  more  be  able  to  (hut  my  eyes 
in  bed,  than  the  abbefs  ol  ^ledlingherg 
It  is  to  tell  the  readerj  that  my  fa- 
ther never  read  this  paflage  of  Slawken- 
ber gilts  to  my  uncle  Tcbyj  but  with  tri- 
umph  not   over    my    uncle   'Tcby^ 

for  he  never  oppofed  him  in  ii but 

over  the  whole  world. 

—  Now  you  fee,  brother  "Tohy^  he 
would  fay,  looking  up,  "  that  chrifuaa 
"  names  are  not  fiich  indifferent  tilings  i" 

had  Luther  here  been  c.illed   by 

any  other  name  but  Martin y  lie  v/ould 
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have  been  damn'd  to  all  eternity— 


Not  that  I  look  upon  Martin,  he  would 

add,  as  a  good  name far  from  it — ^— 

'tis  fomething  better  than  a  neutral,  and 

but  a  litde yet  litde  as  it  is,  you  fee 

it  was  of  fome  fervice  to  him. 

My  father  knew  the  weaknefs  of  this 
prop   to   his  hypothefis,  as  well  as  the 

bell  logician  could  fhew  him yet  fo 

ftrange  is  the  weaknefs  of  man  at  the 
fame  time,  as  it  fell  in  his  way,  he  could 
not  for  his  life  but  make  ufe  of  it;  and 
it  was  certainly  for  this  reafon,  that 
though  there  are  many  ftories  in  Hafen 
Slawkenbergius\  Decades  full  as  enter- 
taining  as  this  I  am  tranilating,  yet  there 
is  not  one  amongft  them  which  my  father 

read  over  with  half  the  delii^ht it 

flattered  two  of  his  ftrangeii  hypothefes 

together his  Names  and  his  Noses. 

1  will  be  bold  to  fay,  he  might  have 

read  all  the  books  in  the  Alexandrian  Li- 
brary, had  .not  fate  taken  other  care  of 
them,  and  not  have  met  with  a  book  or 
pafHige  in  one,  which  hit  two  fuch  nails 
as  thefe  upon  the  head  at  one  fcroke.] 
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The  two  unlverfities  oi  Strajhurg  were 
hard  tugging  at  this  affair  oi  Luther's,  na- 
vicration.  The  Proteftant  do6tors  had 
demonftrated,  that  he  had  not  failed 
right  before  the  wind,  as  the  Popilli  doc- 
tors had  pretended ;  and  as  every  one 
knew  there  was  no  failing  full  in  the  teeth 
of  it — they  were  going  to  fettle,  in  cafe 
he  had  failed,  how  many  points  he  was 
off;  whether  Martin  had  doubled  the 
cape,  or  had  fallen  upon  a  lee-fhore ;  and 
no  doubt,  as  it  was  an  enquiry  of  much 
edification,  at  leaft  to  thofe  who  under- 
flood  this  fort  of  navigation,  they  had 
gone  on  with  it  in  fpite  of  the  fize  of  the 
ftranger's  nofe,  had  not  the  fize  of  the 
flranger's  nofe  drawn  off  the  attention  of 
the  world  from  what  they  were  about 
. it  was  their  bufinefs  to  follow. 

The  abbefs  of  ^edlingherg  and  her 
four  dignitaries  was  no  ftopj  for  the 
enormity  of  the  ftranger's  nofe  running 
full    as   much    in    their   fancies   as   their 

cafe  of  confcience the  affiir  of  their 

placket-holes  kept  cold — in  a  word,  x\\z 
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printers  were  ordered  to  didribiite  their 
types ali  controverfies  dropp'd. 

'Tvvas  a  fquare  cap  with  a  filver  tallel 
upon  the  crown  of  it— to  a  nut-lhell — to 
have  guelled  on  which  fide  of  the  nofe 
the  two  unlverfities  would  fpHt. 

'Tis  above  reafon,  cried  the  dodors  on 
one  fide. 

'Tis  below  reafon,  cried  the  others. 

'Tis  faith,  cried  one. 

'Tis  a  fiddle-flick,  faid  the  other. 

'Tis  poffible,  cried  the  one. 

'Tis  impoffible,  fiid  the  other. 

God's  power  is  infinite,  cried  the  No- 
farians,  he  can  do  any  thing. 

He  can  do  nothing,  replied  the  Anti- 
nofarians,  which  implies  contradiftions. 

He  can  make  matter  think,  faid  the 
Nofarians. 

As  certainly  as  you  can  make  a  velvet 
cap  out  of  a  fow's  ear,  replied  the  Anti- 
nofarians. 

He  cannot  make  two  and  two  five,  re- 
plied the  Popifh  doctors. Tis  falfe, 

faid  thek-  other  opponents. • 
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infinite  power  is  infinite  power,  faid 
the  do(5lors  who  maintained  the  reality  of 
the  noie. — It  extends  only  to  all  pofTible 
things,  replied  the  Lutherans. 

By  God  in  heaven,  cried  the  Popiili 
dodlors,  he  can  make  a  nofe,  if  he  thinks 
fit,  as  big  as  the  fteeple  oi  Strajburg, 

Now  the  fteeple  oi  Strajhurg  being  the 
biggeft  and  the  talleft  church- fteeple  to 
be  leen  in  the  whole  v/orld,  the  Anti- 
nofarians  denied  that  a  nofe  of  575  geo- 
metrical feet  in  length  could  be  worn,  at 

leaft  by  a  middle-fiz'd  man The  Po- 

pifti  doctors  fwore   it  could — The  Lu- 
theran doctors  laid  No  3 — it  could  not. 

This  at  once  ftarted  a  new  difpute, 
which  they  purfued  a  great  way,  upon  the 
extent  and  limitation  of  the  moral  and 
natural  attributes  of  God  —  That  con- 
troverfy  led  them  naturally  into  Thomas 
Aquinas^  and  Thomas  Aquinas  to  the 
devil. 

The  ftranper's  nofe  was  no  more  heard 
of  in  the  difpute— it  juft  ferved  as  a  fri- 
gate to  launch  them  into  the  gulph  of 
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fchool-divinity and    then    they   all 

failed  before  the  wind. 

Heat  is  in  proportion  to  the  want  of 
true  knowledge. 

The  controverfy  about  the  attributes, 
&c.  inftead  of  cooling,  on  the  contrary 
had  inflamed  the  Strajburge-rs  imagina- 
tions to  a  mofb  inordinate  degree 
The  lefs  they  underftood  of  the  matter, 
the  greater  was  their  wonder  about  it— 
they  were  left  in  all  the  diftrefies  of  de- 
fire  unfatisfied faw  their  doclors,  the 

Parchmentarians,  the  BraffarianSy  the  'Tur- 
pentarianSf  on  one  fide — the  Popifli  doc- 
tors on  the  other,  like  Pantagruel  and 
his  companions  in  quefl  of  the  oracle  of 
the  bottle,  all  embarked  out  of  fight. 

The  poor  Sirajhurgers  left  upon 

the  beach  ! 

What   was    to  be  done  ?  —  No 

delay  —  the  uproar  increafed every 

one   in   diforder the  city  gates   fet 

open. 

Unfortunate  Strajburgers  I  was  there  in 
the  ftore-houfe  of  nature  was  there 
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in  the  lumber-rooms  of  learning ■ 

was  there  in  the  great  arfenal  of  chance, 
one  fingle  engine  left  undrawn  forth  to 
torture  your  curiofities,  and  ftretch  your 
defires,  which  was  not  pointed  by  the 
hand  of  Fate  to  play  upon  your  hearts  ? 

1  dip  not  my  pen  into  my  ink  to  ex- 

cufe  the  furrender  of  yourfelves — 'tis  to 
write  your  panegyrick.     Shew  me  a  city 

fo  macerated   with  expedlation who 

neither  eat,  or  drank,  or  flept,  or  pray- 
ed, or  hearkened  to  the  calls  either  of  re- 
ligion or  nature  for  feven-and-twenty 
days  together,  who  could  have  held  out 
one  day  longer. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  the  courteous 
ftranger  had  promifed  to  return  to  StraJ- 
hiirg. 

Seven  thoufand  coaches  ( Slawkaiher- 
gius  muR-  certainly  have  made  fome  mif- 
take    in    his    numeral   charaders)    7000 

coaches 15000  fingle-horfe  chairs — 

20000  waggons,  crowded  as  full  as 
they  could  ail  hold  with  fenators,  coun- 
fellors,  fyndicks  —  beguines,  widows, 
wives,    virgins,    canons,   concubines,   all 
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in  their  coaches— The  abbefs  of  ^ed-^ 
Ungbejj,  with  the  priorefs,  the  dcanefs 
and  fub  chantrefs,  leading  the  proceflion 
in  one  coach,  and  the  dean  of  Strajhurg, 
with  the  four  great  dignitaries  of  his 
chapter,  on  her  left-hand— the  reft  fol- 
lowing higglety-pigglety  as   they  could  ; 

fonnt*on    horfeback fome   on    foot 

fonne  led fome  driven fome 

down  the  Rhine fome  this  way 


fome   that all  fet  out  at  fun-rife   to 

meet  the  courteous  ftranger  on  the  road. 
Plafte  we  now  towards  the  cataftrophe 

of  my  tale 1  fay  Cataftrophe  (cries 

Slawkenhergius)  inafmuch  as  a  tale,  with 
parts  rightly  difpofed,  not  only  rejoiceth 
(gaudet)  in  the  Cataftrophe  and  Peripeitia 
of  a  Drama,  but  rejoiceth  moreover  in 
all  the  eflential  and  integrant  parts  of  it 

it  has  its  Trotafis^  Epitafis^  Cat  aft  a- 

ftSy  its  Cataftrophe  or  Peripeitia  growing 
one  out  of  the  other  in  it,  in  the  order 

Ariftotle  firft  planted  them without 

which  a  tale  had  better  never  be  told  at 
all,  fays  Slawkenhergius^  but  be  kept  to  a 
man's  felf. 
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In  all  my  ten  tales,  in  all  my  ten  de- 
cades, have  I  Slaivkenbergius  tied  down 
every  tale  of  them  as  tightly  to  this  rule, 
as  I  have  done  this  of  the  ftranger  and 
his  nofe. 

From   his   firll   parley  with  the 

centinel,  to  his  leaving  the  city  of  Straf- 
hurgj  after  pulling  off  his  crimfon-fattin 
pair  of  breeches,  is  the  Protafis  or  firft 

entrance where  the  charadlers  of  the 

Per/on^  Dramatis  are  juft  touched  in, 
and  the  fubje6l  flightly  begun. 

The  Epitafis,  v/herein  the  aftion  is 
more  fully  entered  upon  and  heightened, 
till  it  arrives  at  its  ftate  or  height  called 
the  CataJlafiSy  and  which  ufually  takes 
up  the  2d  and  3d  ad,  is  included  within 
that  bufy  period  of  my  tale,  betwixt 
the  firll  night's  uproar  about  the  nofe,  to 
the  conclufion  of  the  trumpeter's  wife's 
lc6lures  upon  it  in  the  middle  of  tlie 
grand  parade  :  and  from  the  firll  em- 
barking of  the  learned  in  the  difpute 
— to  the  doctors  finally  failing  away,  and 
leaving  the  Strajlurgers  upon  the  beach 
jn  diftrefs,  is  the  Catajlafis  or  the  ripen- 
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ing  of  the  incidents  and  paffions  for  their 
bii riling  forth  in  the  fifth  aft. 

This  connmences  with  the  fetting  out 
of  the  Strajhurgers  in  the  Frankfort  road, 
and  terminates  in  unwinding  the  laby- 
rinth and  bringing  the  hero  out  of  a  ftate 
of  agitation  ^as  Ariftotle  calls  it)  to  a 
flate  of  reft  and  quietnefs. 

This,  fays  Hafen  SlawkenbergiuSy  con- 
ftitutes    the  Catajirophe  or    Peripeitia  of 
my  tale — and  that  is  the  part  of  it  I  am 
going  to  relate. 

We  left  the  ftranger  behind  the  cur- 
tain afleep he  enters  now  upon  the 

ftage. 

— What  doft  thou  prick  up  thy  ears 
at  ?  —  'tis  nothing  but  a  man  upon  a 
horfe — : — was  the  laft  word  the  ftranger 
uttered  to  his  mule.  It  was  not  proper 
then  to  tell  the  reader^  that  the  mule  took 
his  matter's  word  for  it  j  and  without  any 
more  ifs  or  ands^  let  the  traveller  and  his 
horfe  pafs  by. 

The  traveller  was  haftening  with  all 
diligence  to  get  to  Strajhurg  that  night. 
What  a  fool  am   I,  faid    the    traveller 
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to  himfelf,  when  he  had  rode  about  a 
league   farther,  to  think  of  getting  into 

Strajhurg  this  night. — Strajhurg  ! the 

great  Strajhurg ! Strajhurgy  the  capi-' 

tal  of  all  Aljatia  I  Strajhurg^  an  imperial 
city  !  Strajhurg^  a  fovereign  (late  !  Straj- 
hurg,, garrifoned  with  five  thoufind  of 
the  beft  troops  in  ail  the  world  ! — Alas ! 
if  I  was  at  the  gates  of  Strajhurg  this 
moment,  I  could  not  gain  admittance 
into  it  for  a  ducat  —  nay  a  ducat   and 

half — 'tis  too  much better  go  back 

to  the  lad  inn  I  have  palled than  lie 

I   know  not  where or   give    I  know 

not  what.  The  traveller,  as  he  made 
thefe  refledions  in  his  mind,  turned  his 
horfe's  head  about,  and  three  minutes 
after  the  ftranger  had  been  conduced 
into  his  chamber,  he  arrived  at  the  fame 
inn. 

-We  have  bacon   in  the  houfe, 

faid  the   hofl,  and    bread and  till 

eleven  o'clock  this  nio-ht  had  three  esss 

in  it but  a  ftranger,  who  arrived    an 

hour   ago,  has  had  them  drefled   into  an 
omelet,  and  wc  have  nothin^^. 


N     '7- 
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Alas  !  faid  the  traveller,  harrafled  as 

I  am,  I  want  nothing  but  a  bed. 

I  have  one  as  foft  as  is  in  Aljatia,  faid  the 
hoft. 

■■ The  ftranger,  continued  he,  fliould 

have  flept  in  it,  for  'tis  my  beft  bed,  but 

upon  the  fcore  of  his  nofe.- He 

has  got   a  defiuxicn,  faid  the    traveller. 

Not  that  I  know,  cried  the  hoft. 

'- But  'tis  a  camp-bed,  and  Jacinta, 

faid  he,  looking  towards  the  maid,  ima- 
gined there  was  not  room  in  it  to  turn 

his  nofe  in. Why  fo  ?    cried   the 

traveller,  ftarting  back. — It  is  fo  long  a 

nofe,  replied  the  hoft. The  traveller 

fixed  his  eyes  upon  Jacintay  then  upon 
the  ground — kneeled  upon  his  right  knee 
—  had  juft  got   his  hand  laid  upon   his 

breaft •. — Trifle  not  with  my  anxiety, 

faid  he,  rifmg  up  again.-^ — ^'Tis  no  tri- 
fle, faid  Jacmta^   'tis  the   moft  glorious 

nofe  ! The  traveller  fell  upon    his 

knee  again — laid  his  hand  upon  his  breaft 
— then,  faid  he,  looking  up  to  heaven, 
thou  haft  conduced  me  to  the  end  of 
my  pilgrimage — 'Tis  Biego. 
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The  traveller  was  the  brother  of  the 
'Jtilia^  fo  often  invoked  that  night  by  the 
ftranger  as  he  rode  from  Strajhiirg  upon 
his  mule ;  and  was  come,  on  her  part,  in 
queft  of  him.  He  had  accompanied  his 
filler  from  Valadolid  acrofs  the  Pyrenean 
mountains  through  France,  and  had  many 
an  entangled  fl<;ein  to  wind  off  in  pur- 
fuit  of  him  through  the  many  meanders 
and  abrupt  turnings  of  a  lover's  thorny 
tracks. 

Julia  had  funk  under    it 

-and  had  not  been  able  to  go  a  ftep  far- 
ther than  to  LyonSy  where,  with  the  ma- 
ny difquietudes  of  a  tender  heart,  which 

all  talk  of but  few  feel — fhe  ficken'd, 

but  had  juft  ftrength  to  write  a  letter  to 
Diego  J  and  having  conjured  her  brother 
never  to  fee  her  face  till  he  had  found 
him.  out,  and  put  the  letter  into  his  hands, 
Julia  took  to  her  bed. 

Fernandez  (for  that  was  her  brother's 

name) tho*  the  camp-bed  was  as  fofc 

as  any  one  in  Jljace,  yet  he  could   not 

Ihut  his  eyes  in  it. As  foon  as  it  was 

<^ay  he  rofe,  and  liearing  Diego  was  rifen 

N  3 
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too,  he   entered  his  chamber,  and   dif- 
charged  his  fifler''s  commiffion. 

The  letter  was  as  follows : 

"  Seig.  Diego, 
"  Whether  my  fufpicions  of  yournofe 

were  juftly  excited  or  not- 'tis 

not  now  to    inquire — it   is   enough   I 
have  not  had  firmnefs  to  put  them  to 
"  farther  tryal. 

"  How  could  I  know  fo  little  of  my- 
''  felf;  when  I  fent  my  Duenna  to  forbid 
your  coming  more  under  my  latdce  ? 
"  or  how  could  I  know  fo  little  of  you, 
"  Diego,  as  to  imagine  you  would  not 
"  have  flaid  one  day  in  Valadolid  to  have 
*'  given  eafe  to  my  doubts  ? — Was  I  to 
"  be  abandoned,  Diego,  becaufe  I  was 
"  deceived  ?  or  was  it  kind  to  take  me 
"  at  my  word,  whether  my  fufpicions 
•*  were  juft  or  no,  and  leave  me,  as  you 
"  did,  a  prey  to  much  uncertainty  and 
*^  forrovv  ? 

"  In  what  manner  Julia  has  refented 

"  this my  brother,  when  he  puts  this 

*'  letter  into  your  hands,  will  tell   youi 


(C 


OF    TRISTRAM    SHANDY.  185 

"  He  will  tell  you  in  how  few  moments 
«  fhe  repented  of  the  rafli  melTage  (he 

"  had  fent  you in  what  frantic  hafte 

"  fhe  flew  to  her  lattice,  and  how  many 
"  days  and  nights  together  flie  leaned 
"  immoveably  upon  her  elbow,  looking 
"  through  it  towards  the  way  which 
"  Diego  was  wont  to  come. 

"  He  will  tell  you,  when  fhe  heard  of 
*'  your  departure  —  how  her   fpirits  de- 

"  ferted  her how  her  heart  ficken'd 

" how  piteoufly  fhe  mourned 

"  how  low  fhe  hung  her  head.  O  Diego  I 
"  how  many  weary  fteps  has  my  bro- 
"  ther's  pity  led  me  by  the  hand  lan- 
"  guifliing  to  trace  out  yours ;  how  far 
*^  has  defire  carried  me  beyond  flrength 

" and  how  oft  have  I  fainted  by  the 

"  way,  and  funk  into  his  arms,  with  only 
"  power  to  cry  out — O  my  Diego ! 

"  If  the  gentlenefs  of  your  carriage 
"  has  not  belied  your  heart,  you  will 
"  fly  to  me,  almoft  as  fall  as  you  fled 

"  from   me— hafl:e  as  you  w^ll you 

**  will  arrive  but  to  fee  me  expire. 

N    4 
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"  *Tis  a  bitter  draught,  Diego,  but 
oh !  'tis  embitter'd  Hill  more  by  dy- 
ing un " 


She  could  proceed  no  farther. 

Slawkenherghis  fuppofes  the  word  in- 
tended was  unconvincedy  but  her  ftrength 
would  not  enable  her  to  finifh  her  let- 
ter. 

The  heart  of  the  courteous  Diego  over- 
flowed as  he  read  the  letter he  or- 
dered his  mule  forthwith  and  Fernandez'% 
horfe  to  be  faddled ;  and  as  no  vent  in 
profe  is  equal  to  that  of  poetry  in  fuch 

conflids chance,  which  as  often  di- 

reds  us  to  remedies  as  to  difeafes,  having 
thrown  a  piece  of  charcoal  into  the  win- 
dow  Diego  availed  himfelf  of  it,  and 

whilft  the  hofller  was  getting  ready  his 
mule,  he  eafed  his  mind  againft  the  wall 
as  follows. 
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ODE. 

Harjh  and  untuneful  are  the  notes  of  love, 

Unlejs  my  1yyS.\2.  ftr'ikes  the  key. 
Her  hand  alone  can  touch  the  part, 
Whojc  dulcet  move- 
ment charms  the  hearty 
And  governs  all  the  man   with  fympaths-^ 
tick  /way. 

2d. 

O  Julia ! 

The  lines  were  very  natural  ■  for 
they  were  nothing  at  all  to  the  purpofe, 
fays  Slawkenbergiusy  and  tis  a  pity  there 
were  no  more  of  them  ;  but  whether  it 
was  that  Seig.  Diego  was  flow  in  com- 
pofing  verfes — or  the  hoftler  quick  in 
laddling  mules is  not  averted  i  cer- 
tain it  was,  that  Diego's  mule  and  Fer- 
nandez's horfe  were  ready  at  the  door  of 
the  inn,  before  Diego  was  ready  for  his 
fecond  flanza  -,  fo  without  flaying  to  fi- 
nilh  hi$  ode,  they  both  mounted,  fallied 
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forth,  pafled  the  Rhlney  traverfed  Jlfac^i 
fhaped  their  courfe  towards  Lyons^  and 
before  the  Strajhurgers  and  the  abbefs  of 
^edlingberg  had  fet  out  on  their  caval- 
cade, had  Fernandez,  Diego,  and  his  Ju- 
lia, croffed  the  Pyrenean  mountains,  and 
got  fafe  to  Valadolid. 

'Tis  needlefs  to  inform  the  geographi- 
cal reader,  that  when  Biego  was  in  Sfain, 
it  was  not  pofllble  to  meet  the  courteous 
ftranger  in  the  Frartkfort  road  -,  it  is 
enough  to  fay,  that  of  all  reftlefs  defires, 

curiofity    being    the    ftrongeft the 

Strajhurgers  felt  the  full  force  of  it ;  and 
that  for  three  days  and  nights  they  were 
toiTed  to  and  fro  in  the  Frankfort  road, 
with  the  tempeftuous  fury  of  this  paf- 
fion,  before  they  could  fubmit  to  return 

home. When  alas!    an  event  was 

prepared  for  them,  of  all  other,  the 
moft  grievous  that  could  befal  a  free 
people. 

As  this  revolution  of  the  StraJJmrgers 
affairs  is  often  fpoken  of,  and  little  un- 
derflood,  I  will,  in  ten  words,  fays  Slaw- 
kenbe-rgius,  give  the  world  an  explanation 
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of  It,  and  with  It  put  an  end  to  my 
tale. 

Every  body  knows  of  the  grand  fyf- 
tem  of  Univcrfal  Monarchy,  wrote  by 
order  of  Monf.  Colbert^  and  put  in  manu- 
fcript  into  the  hands  o(  Lewis  the  four- 
teenth, in  the  year  1664. 

'Tis  as  well  known,  that  one  branch 
out  of  many  of  that  fyftem,  was  the 
getting  pofleffion  of  Strajhiirgj  to  favour 
an  entrance  at  all  times  into  Suabia^  in 
order    to   difturb   the  quiet  of  Germany 

and    that    in    confequence    of    this 

plan,  Strajlmrg  unhappily  fell  at  length 
into  their  hands. 

It  is  the  lot  of  a  few  to  trace  out  the 
true  fprings  of  this  and  fuch  like  revolu- 
tions —  The  vuls^ar  look    too   high    for 

them  —  State fmen   look    too   low 

Truth  (for  once)  lies  in  the  middle. 

What  a  fatal  thing  is  the  popular 
pride  of  a  free  city  !  cries  one  hiftorian 
— The  Strajbiirgers  deemed  it  a  diminu- 
tion of  their  freedom  to  receive  an  im- 
perial   garrifon fo   fell  a  prey  to  a 

French  one. 
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The  fate,  fays  another,  of  the  Stf'a/-^ 
burgerSj  may    be  a  warning  to  all   free 

people  to  fave  their  money.— »They 

anticipated  their  revenues  -*- —  brought 
themfelves  under  taxes,  exhaulled  their 
ftrength,  and  in  the  end  became  fo  weak 
a  people,  they  had  not  ftrength  to  keep 
their  gates  Ihut,  and  fo  the  French  pulhed 
them  open. 

Alas  !  alas  I   cries  Slawkenhergius-^  'twas 

not    the  Frenchy 'twas     curiosity 

puflied  them  open — • The  French  in- 
deed, who  are  ever  upon  the  catch,  when 
they  faw  the  Strajhurgersy  men,  women, 
and  children,  all  marched  out  to  follow 

the  ftranger's  nofe each  man  followed 

his  own,  and  marched  in. 

Trade  and  manufadures  have  decayed 
and  gradually  grown  down  ever  fince — « 
but  not  from  any  caufe  which  commer- 
cial heads  have  affigned  s  for  it  is  owing 
to  this  only,  that  Nofes  have  ever  fo  run 
in  their  heads,  that  the  Strajhurgers  could 
not  follow  their  bufmefs. 

Alas  !  alas !  cries  Slazvkenber7ius,  mak- 
Ing  an  exclamation  —  it   is  not  the  firft 
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and  I  fear  will  not  be  the  lafl  for- 

trefs  that  has  been  either  won— or  lolt 
by  Noses, 

The  END   of 

Slawkenbergius'^  Tale, 


CHAP.     XXXVI. 

WITH  all  this  learning  upon  Nore3 
running  perpetually  in  my  fa- 
ther's fancy with  fo  many  family  pre- 
judices— and  ten   decades  of  fuch   tales 

running  on  for  ever  along  with  them 

how  was   it  poffible  with  fuch  exquifite 

was  it  a  true  nofe  ? That  a  man 

with  fuch  exquifite  feelings  as  my  father 
had,  could  bear  the  (hock  at  all  below 
flairs — ^ — or  indeed  above  flairs,  in  any 
other  pofture,  but  the  very  pollure  I 
have  defcribed  ? 

Throw  yourfelf  down  upon   the 

bed,  a  dozen  times taking  care  only 

to  place  a  looking-glafs  firft  in  a  chair 
pn  one  fide  of  it,  before  you  do  it — But 
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was  the  ftranger's  nofe  a  true  nofe,  or  was 
it  a  falfe  one  ? 

To  tell  that  before-hand,  madann, 
would  be  to  do  injury  to  one  of  the  beft 
tales  in  the  Chriftjan-world  ;  and  that  is 
the  tenth  of  the  tenth  decade,  which  im- 
mediately follows  this. 

This  tale,  cried  Slawkenhergius,  fome- 
what  exultingly,  has  been  referved  by  me 
for  the  concluding  tale  of  my  whole 
work ;  knowing  right  well,  that  when  I 
fhall  have  told  it,  and  my  reader  fliall 
have  read  it  thro' — 'twould  be  even  high 
time  for  both  of  us  to  fliut  up  the  book; 
inafm.uch,  continues  SlawkenhergiuSy  as  I 
know  of  no  tale  which  could  poffibly  ever 
go  down  after  it, 

'Tis  a  tale  indeed  ! 

This  fets  out  with  the  firfl  interview 
in  the  inn  at  Lyons,  when  Fernandez  left 
the  courteous  ftranger  and  his  filler  Ju- 
lia alone  in  her  chamber,  and  is  over- 
written 
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The  Intricacies 

o  F 

Diego  and  Julia, 

■  Heavens !  thou  art  a  ftrange  creature, 
Sla"Jokenhergius !  what  a  whimfical  view 
of  the  involutions  of  the  heart  of  woman 
haft  thou  opened  !  how  this  can  ever 
be  tranflated,  and  yet  if  this  Ipecimen  of 
Slawkenbergius's  tales,  and  the  exquifi- 
tivenefs  of  his  moral,  fhould  pleafe  the 
world — tranflated  fliall  a  couple  of  vo- 
lumes be. Elfe,  how  this  can  ever 

be  tranflated  into  good  EngUJhy  I  have 
no  fort  of  conception — 'There  feem.s  in 
jbme  pafTages  to  want  a  fixth  fcnfe  to  do 

it  rightly. What  can  he  mean  by  the 

lambent  pupilability  of  flow,  low,  dry 
chat,  five  notes  below  the  natural  tone 

which  you   know,  madam,  is  little 

more  than  a  whifpcr  ?  The  moment  I 
pronounced  the  words,  I  could  perceive 
an  attempt  towards  a  vibration  in  the 
ftring?,  about  the  region  of  the  heart. 
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-— The  brain  made  no  acknowledg- 
ment.  There's  often  no  good  iinder- 

ftanding  betwixt  'em — I  felt  as  if  I  iin- 

derflood  it. 1  had  no  ideas. The 

movement:  could  not  be  without  caufe. 
—I'm  loft,  i  can  make  nothing  of  it — • 
unlefs,  may  it  pleafe  your  worlliipSj  the 
voice,  in  that  cafe  being  little  more  than 
a  whilper,  unavoidably  forces  the  eyes 
to  approach  not  only  within  fix  inches  of 
each  other — but  to  look  into  the  pupils 
—  is  not  that  dangerous  ?  — —  But  it 
can't  be  avoided^ — ^for  to  look  up  to  the 
cieling,  in  that  cafe  the  two  chins  una- 
voidably  meet and  to   look   down 

into  each  other's  lap,  die  foreheads  come 
to  immediate  contafl,  which  at  once  puts 

an  end  to  the  conference 1  mean  to 

the  fentimental  part  of  it. What  is 

left,  madam,  is  not  worth  ftooping  for, 

CHAP.    XXXVII. 

Y  father  lay  ftretched  acrofs  the 
bed  as  ftill  as  if  the  hand  of  death 
had  pufhed  him  down,  for  a  full  hour 


OF    TRISTRAM    SHANDY.  I95 

and  a  half  before  he  began  to  play  upon 
the  floor  with  the  toe  of  that  foot  which 
hung  over  the  bed -fide ;  my  uncle  Toby\ 

heart  was  a  pound  lighter  for  it. 

In  a  few  moments,  his  left-hand,  the 
knuckles  of  which  had  all  the  time  re- 
clined upon  the  handle  of  the  chamber- 
pot, came  to  its  feeling — he  thrufl:  it  a 
little  more  within  the  valance — drew  up 
his  hand,  when  he  had  done,  into  his  bo- 
fom — gave  a  hem  !  My  good  uncle  To- 
by, with  infinite  pleafure,  anfwered  it; 
and  full  gladly  would  have  ingrafted  a 
fentence  of  confoladon  upon  the  open- 
ing it  afforded  :  but  having  no  talents, 
as  I  faid,  diat  way,  and  fearing  more- 
over that  he  might  fet  out  with  fome- 
thing  which  might  make  a  bad  matter 
worfe,  he  contented  himfelf  with  re  fl- 
ing his  chin  placidly  upon  the  crofs  of  his 
crutch. 

Now  whether  the  compreffion  fhort- 
ened  my  uncle  Toby's  face  into  a  more 
pleafurable  oval  —  or  that  the  philan- 
thropy of  his  heart,  in  feeing  his  bro- 
ther beginning  to  emerge  out  of  the  fca 

VOL.  II.  o 
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of  his  affliflions,  had  braced  up  his  muf- 

cles fo   that  the   compreflion   uport 

his  chin  only  doubled  the  benignity  which 
was  there  before,  is  not  hard  to  decide. 

My  father,  in  turning  his  eyes,  was 

ftruck  with  fuch  a  gleam  of  fun-fhine  in 
his  face,  as  melted  down  the  fullennefs  of 
his  grief  in  a  moment. 

He  broke  fiLence  as  follows. 

CHAP,    xxxviir. 

DID  ever  man,  brother  T'ohy^  cried 
my  father,  raifing  himfelf  upon 
his  elbow,  and  turning  himfelf  round  to 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  bed,  where  my 
uncle  'Toby  was  fitting  ia  his  old  fringed 
chait,    with  his  chin    refting    upop    his 

crutch did  ever  a  poor  unfortunate 

man,  brother  'Tehvy  cried  my  fadier,  re- 
ceive fo  many  lalhes  I The  moll  I 

ever  faw  given,  quoth  my  uncle  'Toby 
(ringing  the  bell  at  the  bed^s  h,ead  for 
T'rim)  was  to  a  grenadier,  I  think  in 
Mackafi  regiment. 

'  ■■'■'      Had  my  uncle  Toby  fhot  a  bul- 
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let  through  my  father's  heart,  he  could 
not  have  fallen  down  with  his  nofe  upon 
the  quilt  more  fuddenly. 

Blefs  me  !  faid  my  uncle  T!oh)\ 

CHAP.      XXXIX. 

WA  S  it  Mac}:ay\  regiment,  quoth 
my  uncle  Toby,  where  the  poor 
grenadier  was  fo  unmercifully  whipp'd 
at  Bruges  about  the  ducats  ? — O  Chrift  ! 
he  was  innocent !  cried  Trim,  with  a  deep 
figh. — And  he  was  whipp'd,  may  it  pleafe 
your  honour,  almoft  to  death's  door.— 
They  had  better  have  fhot  him  outright, 
as  he  begg'd,  and  he  had  gone  direftly 
to  heaven,   for   he   was  as    innocent  as 

your  honour. 1  thank  thee.  Trim, 

quoth  my  uncle  Toby. 1  never  think 

of  his,  continued  Trim,  and  my  poor 
brother  To-rn^  misfortunes,  for  we  were 
all  three  fchool-fellows,  but  I  cry  like  a 
coward. Tears  are  no  proof  of  cowar- 
dice. Trim. — I  drop  them  oft-times  my- 

felf,  cried   my    uncle   Toby. 1    know 

your  honour  does,  replied  Trim,  and  io 

o  2 
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am  not  afhamed  of  it  myfelf. — But  to 
think,  may  it  pleafe  your  honour,  con- 
tinued 7>7W,  a  tear  ftealing  into  the  cor- 
ner of  his  eye  as  he  fpoke — to  think  of 
two  virtuous  lads  with  hearts  as  warm  in 
their  bodies,  and  as  honeft  as  God  could 
make  them — the  children  of  honeft  peo- 
ple, going  forth  with  gallant  fpirits  to 
feek  their  fortunes  in  the  world — and 
fall  into  fuch  evils !  —  poor  'Tom !  to 
be  tortured  upon  a  rack  for  nothing — 
but  marrying  a  Jew's  widow  who  fold 
faufages— honeft  Dick  John/on^s  foul  to 
be  fcourged  out  of  his  body,  for  the  du- 
cats another  man  put  into  his  knapfack  ! 
— O! — thefe  are  misfortunes,  cried  Trim, 
—  pulling  out  his  handkerchief  —  thefe 
are  misfortunes,  may  it  pleafe  your  ho- 
nour, worth  lying  down  and  crying  over, 
—  My  father  could  not  help  blulhing, 
'Twould  be  a  pity,  Trim^  quoth  my 
uncle  Tcbyt  thou  ftiouldft  ever  feel  for- 
row  of  thy  own — thou  feeleft  it  fo  ten- 
derly for  others. — Alack-o-day,  replied 
the  corporal,  brightening  up  his  face 
■I  ■       your  honour  knows  I  have  neither 
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wife  or  child -I  can  have  no  forrows 

in  this  world. My  father  could  not 

help  fmiling. — As  few  as  any  man,  TrzV;/, 
replied  my  uncle  'Toby ;  nor  can  I  fee 
how  a  fellow  of  thy  light  heart  can  fuffer, 
but  from  the  diftrefs  of  poverty  in  thy 
old  age — when  thou  art  pafTed  all  fervi- 
ces,  jTnw — and  haft  outlived  thy  friends. 

An'  pleafe  your  honour,  never  fear, 

replied  7r/w,  chearily. But  I  would 

have  thee  never  fear,  Trimj  replied  my 
uncle  T^ohy,  and  therefore,  continued  my 
uncle  Toby^  throwing  down  his  crutch, 
and  getting  up  upon  his  legs  as  he  utter- 
ed the  word  therefore — in  recompence, 
jTr/w,  of  thy  long  fidelity  to  me,  and 
that  goodnefs  of  thy  heart  I  have  had 
fuch  proofs  oi  —  whilft  thy  mafter  is 
worth  a  Ihilling— thou  llialt  never  afk 
clfewhere,  Triniy  for  a  penny.  Trim  at- 
tempted to  thank  my  uncle   Toby — but 

had  not  power tears  trickled  down 

his  cheeks  fafter  than  he  could  wipe 
them  off  —  He  laid  his  hands  upon  his 

breaft made  a  bow  to  the  ground, 

and  Ihut  the  door. 

o  3 
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'          I   have   left  'Trim  my  bowling- 
green,  cried  my  uncle  Toby. My  fa- 
ther fmiled. 1  have  left  hinri  more- 
over a  penfion,  continued  my  uncle  Toby, 
My  father  looked  grave. 

CHAP.    XL. 

IS  this  a  fit  time,  faid  my  father  to 
himfelf,    to    talk    of   pensions   and 

GRENADIERS  ? 

CHAP.     XLI. 

WH  E  N  my  uncle  Toby  firft  men- 
tioned the  grenadier,  my  father, 
I  faid,  fell  down  with  his  nofe  flat  to  the 
quilt,  and  as  fuddenly  as  if  my  uncle 
Toby  had  Ihot  himj  but  it  was  not  added 
that  every  other  limb  and  member  of 
my  father  inftantly  relapfed  with  his  nofe 
into  the  fame  precife  attitude  in  which  he 
lay  firft  defcribed  j  fo  that  when  corpo- 
ral Trim  left  the  room,  and  my  father 
found  himfelf  difpofcd  to  rife  off  the  bed 
' — ^he  had  all  the  little  preparatory  move- 
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ments  to  run  over  again,  before  he  could 
do  it.     Attitudes   are   nothing,    madam 


'  'tis  the  tranfition  from  one  attitude 
to  another  like  the  preparation  and 
refolution  of  the  difcord  into  harmony, 
which  is  all  in  all. 

For  which  reafon  my  father  played  the 
fame  jig  over  again  with  his  toe  upon 

the  floor pufhed   the   chamber-pot 

ftill  a  little  farther  within  the  valance — 
gave  a  hem — raifed  himfelf  up  upon  his 
elbow — and  was  juft  beginning  to  ad- 
drefs  himfelf  to  my  uncle  Tohy — when 
recolledling  the   unfuccefsfulnefs    of  his 

firft  effort  in  that  attitude he  got 

upon  his  legs,  and  in  making  the  third 
turn  acrofs  the  room,  he  ilopped  fliort 
before  my  uncle  'tohy  j  and  laying  the 
three  firft  fingers  of  his  right-hand  in 
the  palm  of  his  left,  and  ftooping  a  little, 
he  addrelTed  himfelf  to  my  uncle  "toby  as 
follows : 


o  4 
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CHAP.     XLIL 

WH  E  N  I  reHed,  brother  rohy, 
upon  MAN  j  and  take  a  view  of 
that  dark  fide  of  him  which  reprefents 
his  life  as  open  to  fo  many  caufes  of 
trouble— when  I  confider,  brother  'Tohy^ 
how  oft  we  eat  the  bread  of  affliftion, 
and  that  we  are  born  to  it,  as  to  the  por- 
tion of  our  inheritance 1  was  born 

to  nothing,  quoth  my  uncle  Hohyy  inter- 
rupting my  father — but  my  commiffion. 
Zooks !  faid  my  father,  did  not  my  uncle 
leave  you  a  hundred  and  twenty  pounds 

a  year  ? , What  could  I  have  done 

without  it  ?  replied  my  uncle  'Toby 

That's  another  concern,  faid  my  father 
teflily— But  I  fay,  tobyy  when  one  runs 
over  the  catalogue  of  all  the  crofs- rec- 
konings and  forrowful  Items  with  which 
|:he  heart  of  man  is  overcharged,  'tis 
wonderful  by  what  hidden  refources  the 
mind  is  enabled  to  ftand  out,  and  bear 
itfelf  up,  as  it  does,  againft  the  impofi- 
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tions  laid  upon  our  nature. 'Tis  by 

the  afTiftance  of  Almighty  God,  cried 
my  uncle  Tobvy  looking  up,  and  prefTing 
the  palms  of  his  hands  clofe  together 
— — —  'tis  not  from  our  own  ftrength, 
brother  Shandy a  centinel  in  a  wood- 
en centry-box  might  as  well  pretend  to 
ftand  it  out  againft  a  detachment  of  fifty 

men. We  are  upheld  by  the  grace 

and  the  afTiftance  of  the  bcft  of  Beings. 

That   is  cutting  the  knot,  faid 

my  father,  inftead  of  untying  it. But 

give  me  leave  to  lead  you,  brother  Tol>y, 
a  little  deeper  into  the  myftery. 

With  all  my  heart,  replied  my  uncle 

My  father  inftantly  exchanged  the  at- 
titude he  was  in,  for  that  in  which  So- 
crates  is  fo  finely  painted  by  Rafael  in 
his  fchool  of  Athens ;  which  your  con- 
noifTeurfhip  knows  is  fo  exquifitely  ima- 
gined, that  even  the  particular  manner  of 
the  reafoning  o(  Socrates  is  exprefTed  by 
it— for  he  holds  the  fore- finger  of  his 
left-hand  between  the  fore-finger  and 
the  thumb  of  his  right,  and  leems  as  if 
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he  was  faying  to  the  libertine  he  is  re- 
claiming  "  Tou  grant  me  this — — 

"  and  this  :  and  this,  and  this,  I  don't 
**  afk  of  you—tliey  follow  of  themfelves 
*'  in  courfe.*' 

So  flood  my  father,  holding  faft  his 
fore -finger  betwixt  his  finger  and  his 
thunab,  and  reafoning  with  my  uncle 
^oby  as  he  fat  in  his  old  fringed  chair,  va- 
lanced  around  with  party-coloured  wor- 

iled  bobs O  Garrick  !  —  what  a  rich 

fcene  of  this  would  thy  exquifite  powers 
make  !  and  how  gladly  would  I  write 
fuch  another  to  avail  myfelfof  thy  im. 
loaortality,  and  fecure  my  own  behind  it, 

CHAP.    XLIir. 

/Tp.HOUGH  man  is  of  all  others  the 
1  moft  curious  vehicle,  faid  my  fa- 
thery  yet  at  the  fame  time  'tis  of  fo  flight 
a  frame,,  and  fo  totteringly  put  together, 
that  the  fudden  jerks  and  hard  jolllings 
k  unavoidably  meets  with  in  this  rugged 
Journey,  would  overfet  and  tear  it  to 
pieces  a  dozen  tim.es  a  day was  it 
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not,  brother  Toby^  that  there  is  a  fecret 
fpring  within  us.  —  Which  fpring,  faid 
my  uncle  Toby,  I  take  to  be  Rehgion.  — 
Will  that  fet  my  child's  nofe  on  ?  cried 
my    father,    letting    go   his    finger,  and 

ftriking  one  hand  againft  the  other. 

It  makes  every  thing  ftraight  for  us,  an- 
fwered  my  uncle  Toby. Figurative- 
ly fpeaking,  dear  Tchyj  it  may,  for  aught 
I  know,  faid  my  fither ;  but  the  fpring 
I  am  fpeaking  of,  is  that  great  and  elaf- 
tic  power  within  us  of  counterbalancing 
evil,  which,  like  a  fecret  fpring  in  a  well- 
ordered  machine,  though  it  can't  prevent 

the  fhock at  lead  it  impofes  upon  our 

fcnfe  of  it. 

Now,  my  dear  brother,  faid  my  father, 
replacing  his  fore-finger,  as  he  was  com- 
ing clofer  to  the  point had  my  child 

arrived  fafe  into  the  world,  unmartyr'd 
in  that  precious  part  of  him  —  fanciful 
and  extravagant  as  I  may  appear  to  the 
world  in  my  opinion  of  chriflian  names, 
and  of  that  magic  bias  which  good  or 
bad  names  irrefiftibly  imprefs  upon  ou' 
characters  and  conducts — Heaven  is  wit 
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nefs  I  that  in  the  warmefl  tranfports  of 
my  wiflies  for  the  profperity  of  my  child, 
I  never  once  wilhed  to  crown  his  head 
with  more  glory  and  honour  than  what 
George  or  Edward  would  have  Ipread 
around  it. 

But  alas !   continued  my  father,  as  the 

greateft  evil  has  befallen  him 1  muft 

counteradt  and  undo  it  with  the  greateft 
good. 

He   ihall    be    chriftened    Trifmegijius, 
brother. 

I  wifh  it  may  anfwer replied  my 

uncle  T'oby,  rifing  up. 

CHAP.    XL  IV. 

WH  A  T  a  chapter  of  chances,  faid 
my  father,  turning  himfelf  about 
upon  the  iirft  landing,  as  he  and  my 
uncle  'Toby  were  going  down  ftairs — what 
a  long  chapter  of  chances  do  the  events 
of  this  world  lay  open  to  us !  Take  pen 
and  ink  in  hand,  brother  T'oby,  and  cal- 
culate it  fairly  I  know  no  more  of 
calculation  than  this  ballufter,  faid  my 
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uncle  Toby  (ftriking  fliort  of  it  with  his 
crutch,  and  hitting  my  father  a  defperate 
blow  foufe  upon  his  fhin-bone)  — — 
'Twas  a  hundred  to  one — cried  my  un- 
cle ^oby  —  I  thought,  quoth  my  father, 
(rubbing  his  fliin)  you  had  known  no- 
thing of  calculations,  brother  ^oby.  'Tis 
a  mere  chance,  faid  my  uncle  "Toly, 
Then  it  adds  one  to  the  chapter 


replied  my  father. 


The  double  iticcefs  of  my  father's  re- 
partees tickled  off  the  pain  of  his  Ihin  at 
once — it  was  well  it  fo  fell  out— (chance  ! 
asain)  —  or  the  world  to  this  dav  had 
never  known  the  fubje(^t  of  my  father's 

calculation to  guefs  it  —  there  was 

no  chance What  a  lucky  chapter  of 

chances  has  this  turned  out !  for  it  has 
faved  me  the  trouble  of  writing  one  ex- 
prefs,  and  in  truth  I  have  enough  alrea- 
dy upon  my  hands  without  it.- — Have 
not  I  promifed  the  world  a  chapter  of 
knots  ?  two  chapters  upon  the  right  and 
the  wrong  end  of  a  w^^man  ?  a  chapter 
upon  whilkers  ?  a  chapter  upon  wifhes  ? 
—  a  chapter  of  nofes  ?  —  No,  I  have 
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done  that  —  a  chapter  upon  my  uncle 
Moby's  modtrfty  ?  to  fay  nothing  of  a 
chapter  upon  chapters,  which  I  will  fi- 
nifh  before  I  fleep — by  my  great-grand- 
father^s  whifkers,  I  fnail  never  get  half  of 
'em  through  this  year. 

Take  pen  and  ink  in  hand,  and  calcu- 
late it  fairly,  brother  'Tobyy  faid  my  fa- 
ther, and  it  will  turn  out  a  million  to 
one,  that  of  all  the  parts  of  the  body,  the 
edge  of  the  forceps  fliould  have  the  ill 
luck  juft  to  fall  upon  and  break  down 
that  one  part,  which  fliould  break  down 
the  fortunes  of  our  houfe  with  it. 

It  might  have  been  worfe,  replied  my 

;pncle  Toby. 1  don't  comprehend,  faid 

my  father. Suppofe  the  hip  had 

prefcnted,  replied  my  uncle  Toby,  as  Dr. 
Sbp  foreboded. 

My  father   refie6ted  half  a  minute — 

Jooked  down touched  the    middle 

of  his  forehead  (lightly  with  his  fin- 
ger  

—  True,  faid  he. 
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CHAP.     XLV. 

IS  It  not  a  fliame  to  make  two  chapters 
of  what  pafTed  in  going  down  one 
pair  of  flairs  ?  for  we  are  got  no  farther 
yet  than  to  the  firft  landing,  and  there 
are  fifteen  more  fteps  down  to  the  bot- 
tom; and  for  aught  I  know,  as  my  fa- 
ther and  my  uncle  'Toby  are  in  a  talking 
humour,  there  may  be  as  many  chapters 

as  fteps : let  that  be   as  it  will.  Sir, 

I  can  no  more  help  it  than  my  deftiny: 
—  A  fudden    impulfe  <;omes  acrols  me 

drop  the  curtain,  Shandy 1  drop 

it — Strike  a  line  here  acrofs  the  paper, 
Tr'ijlram — I  flrike  it — and  hey  for  a  new 
chapter. 

The  deuce  of  any  other  rule  have  I  to 
govern  mylelf  by  in  this  affair — and  if  I 
had  one — as  I  do  all  things  out  of  all 
rule. — I  would  twift  it  and  tear  it  to  pie- 
ces, and  throw  it  into  the  fire  when  I 
had  done — ^Am  I  warm  ?  I  am,  and  the 
caufe  demands  it a  pretty  Itory  !  is 
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a  man  to  follow  rules- or  rules  to 

follow  him  ? 

Now  this,  you  mull  know,  being  my 
chapter  upon  chapters,  which  I  promifed 
to  write  before  I  went  to  fleep,  I  thought 
it  meet  to  eafe  my  confclence  entirely 
before  I  laid  down,  by  telling  the  world 
all  I  knew  about  the  matter  at  once :  Is 
not  this  ten  times  better  than  to  fet  out 
dogmatically  with  a  fententious  parade 
of  wifdom,  and  telling  the  world  a  ftory 
of  a  roafted  horfe that  chapters  re- 
lieve the  mind — that  they  aflift — -or  im- 
pofe  upon  the  imagination — and  that  in 
a  work  of  this  dramatic  call  they  are  as 
neceflary  as  the  fhifting  of  fcenes— — 
with  fifty  other  cold  conceits,  enough  to 
extinguilh  the  fire  which  roafted  him  ?— 
O !  but  to  underftand  this,  which  is  a 
puff  at  the  fire  of  Dmna~&  temple— you 
muft  read  Longinus — read  away — if  you 
are  not  a  jot  the  wifer  by  reading  him 
the  firft  time  over  —  never  fear  — read 
him  aQ;ain — Avicenna  and  Licetus  read  A- 
rijJofk's  metaphyficks  forty  times  through 
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a-plece,  and  never  underftood  a  fingle 
word.  —  But  mark  the  confequence  — 
Avicenna  turned  out  a  defperate  writer  at 
all  kinds  of  writing — for  he  wrote  books 
de  omni  Jcrihili',  and  for  Licetus  (For- 
tunio)  though  all  the  world  knows  he 
was  born  a  foetus  *,  of  no  more  than 
five  inches  and  a  half  in  length,  yet  he 
grew  to  that  aflonifhing  height  in  lite- 
rature, as  to  write  a  book  with  a  tide  as 

long  as  himfelf the  learned  know 

I  mean  his  Gonopjychanthropologia,  upon 
the  origin  of  the  human  foul. 

*  Ce  Foetus  n'etoit  pas  plus  grand  que  la  paume  de  la 
main;  mais  fon  pere  I'ayant  examine  en  qualite  de 
Medecin,  &  ayant  trouve  que  c'etoit  quelque  chofe  de 
plus  qifun  Embryon,  le  fit  tianfporter  tout  vivant  a 
Rapallo,  ou  il  le  fit  voir  a  Jerome  Bardi  &  a  d'autres 
Mcdecins  du  lieu.  On  troiiva  qu'il  ne  lui  manquoit 
rien  d'effentiel  a.  la  vie ;  &  fon  pere  pour  faire  voir  un 
cffai  de  fon  experience,  entreprit  d'achever  fouvrage 
de  la  Nature,  &  de  travailler  a  la  formation  de  TEn- 
fant  avec  le  meme  artifice  que  celui  dont  on  fc  fert 
pour  faire  ecclorre  les  Poulets  tn  Egypte.  II  inftrui- 
fit  ime  Nouriffe  de  tout  ce  qu'elie  avoit  a  faire,  2c 
ayant  fait  mettre  fon  fils  dans  un  pour  proprement  ac- 
conimode,  il  reuflit  a  I'elever  &  a  lui  faire  prendre  fes 
accroiffemens  neceffaires,  par  Tuniformite  d'une  cha- 
leur  etrangere  mefuree  exadement  fur  les  degres  d'un 
Thermometre,    ou   d'un    autre   inftruraent    equivajcnt. 

VOL.  II.  P 
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So  much  for  my  chapter  upon  chap- 
ters, which  I  hold  to  be  the  beft  chapter 
in  my  whole  work ;  and  take  my  word, 
whoever  reads  it,  is  full  as  well  employ- 
ed, as  in  picking  draws. 


CHAP.     XL  VI. 

WE  fhall  bring  all  things  to  rights, 
faid  my  father,  fetting  his  foot 
i]pon  the  firft  ftep  from  the  landing.— 
This  I'rifmegijius,  continued  my  father, 
drawing  his  leg  back  and  turning  to  my 

(Vide  Mich.  Giuftinian,    ne  gli  Scritt.  Liguri  a  Cart. 

a23.  4-88.) 

On  auroit  toujours  ete  ties  fatisfait  de  Tinduftrie 
d'un  pere  fi  experimente  dans  I'Art  de  la  Generation, 
quand  il  n'auioit  pu  prolonger  la  vie  a  fon  fils  que 
pour  Puelques  mois,  ou  pour  peu  d'annees. 

Mais  quand  on  fe  reprefente  que  TEnfant  a  vecu 
pres  de  qnatre-vingts  ans,  &  qu'ii  a  compofe  quatre- 
vingts  Ouvrages  difFerents  tous  fruits  d'une  longue 
lefture — il  faut  convenir  que  tout  ce  qui  eft  incroyable 
n'eft  pas  toujours  faux,  &  que  la  Vraifemblance  tCeJi  pas 
toujours  du  cote  de  la  V trite. 

II  n'avoit  que  dix  neuf  ans  lorfqu'il  compofa  Go- 
nopfychanthropologia  de  Origine  Animae  humanae. 

(Les  Enfans  celebres,  revus  &  corriges  par  M.  de  la 
Mgnnoye  derAcademie  Fran$oile.) 
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uncle  'Tohy was  the  greatcft  (Toby) 

of  all  earthly  beings — he  was  the  greatefl: 

king the  greatefl  lawgiver the 

greatefl  philofopher and  the  greatefl 

priefl and  engineer  —  faid  my  vmcle 


Toby, 


In  courre,  faid  nny  father. 


CHAP.    XLVII. 

—  AND  how    does    your    miftrefs  ? 
M\.   cried    my    father,    taking    the 

fame  ftcp  over  again  from  the  landing, 
and  calling  to  Sujannahy  whom  he  faw 
pairing  by  the  foot  of  the  flairs  with  a 
huge  pin-cufhion  in  her  hand — how  does 
your  miflrefs  ?  As  well,  faid  Sujannahy 
tripping  by,  but  without  looking  up,  as 
can  be  expelled. — What  a  fool  am  I  !  faid 
my  father,  drawing  his  leg  back  again 

—  let  things  be  as  they  will,  brother 
Toby^   'tis  ever  the   precife   anfwer 

And  how  is  the  child,   pray  ? No 

anfwer.  And  where  is  Dr.  Slop  ?  added 
my  father,  raifing  his  voice  aloud,  and 

p   2 
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looking  over  the  ballufters  —  Sufannait 
Was  out  of  hearing. 

Of  all  the  riddles  of  a  married  life, 
fald  my  father,  crofTing  the  landing  in 
order  to  fet  his  back  againft  the  wall, 
whilfl    he   propounded    it  to   my  uncle 

Toby of  all  the  puzzling  riddles,  faid 

he,  in  a  marriage  flate, of  which  you 

may  truft  me,  brother  Toby,  there  arc 
more  aiTes  loads  than  all  JoFs,  ftock  of 

afles  could  have  carried there  is  not 

one  that  has  more  intricacies  in  it  than 
this  —  that  from  the  very  moment  the 
miftrefs  of  the  houfe  is  brought  to  bed, 
every  female  in  it,  from  my  lady's  gende- 
woman  down  to  the  cinder-wench,  be- 
comes an  inch  taller  for  it ;  and  give 
themfelves  more  airs  upon  that  fingle  inch, 
than  all  their  other  inches  put  together. 

I  think  rather,  replied  my  uncle  Toby, 
that  'tis  we  who  fink  an  inch  lower.  —  If 
I  meet  but  a  woman  with  child — I  do  it. 
— 'Tis  a  heavy  tax  upon  that  half  of  our 
fellow- creatures,  brother  Shandy y  faid  my 
uncle  Toby  —  'Tis  a  piteous  burden  upon 
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"em,  continued  he,  fhaking  his  head- 
Yes,  yes,  'tis  a  painful  thing — faid  my 
father,  fhaking  his  head  too but  cer- 
tainly fince  fhaking  of  heads  came  into 
fafhion,  never  did  two  heads  fhake  toge- 
ther, in  concert,  from  two  fuch  different 
Iprings. 

God  blefs     7   'em  all faid  my 

Deuce  take  \   uncle  Tol'y  and  my  fa- 
ther, each  to  himfelf. 


CHAP.    XL  VIII. 

HOLLA  ! you,  chairman!  — 
here's  fixpence do  ftep  into 

that  bookfeller's  fhop,  and  call  me  a  <%- 
fall  critick.  I  am  very  willing-  to  give 
any  one  of 'em  a  crown  to  help  me  with 
his  tackling,  to  get  my  father  and  my 
uncle  Tol^y  off  the  flairs,  and  to  put  them 
to  bed. 

—  'Tis  even  high  time  j  for  except  a 
fhort  nap,  which  they  both  got  whilft 
Trim  was  boring  the  jack-boots  —  and 
>vhich,  by-the-bye,  did  my  father  no  fort 
of  good,  upon  the  fcore  of  the  bad  hinge 

P  2 


Sl6  THE    LIFE    AND    OPINIONS 

—  they  have  not  elfe  fhut  their  eyes', 
fince  nine  hours  before  the  time  that 
dodlor  Slop  was  led  into  the  back  parlour 
in  that  dirty  pickle  by  Ohadiah. 

Was  every  day  of  my  life  to  be  as  bufy 
a  day  as  this — and  to  take  up — Truce. 

I  will  not  finifh  that  fentence  till  I 
have  made  an  ob'^rvation  upon  the 
flrange  ftate  of  affairs  between  the  reader 
and  myfelf,  juft  as  things  Hand  at  pre- 
fent  —  an  obfervation  never  applicable 
before  to  any  one  biographical  writer 
lince  the  creation  of  the  world,  but  to 
myfelf — and  I  believCj  will  never  hold 
good  to  any  other,  until  its  final  deftruc- 
tion — and  therefore,  for  the  very  novelty 
of  it  alone,  it  muft  be  worth  your  wor- 
fhips  attending  to. 

I  am  this  month  one  whole  year  old«* 
than  I  was  this  time  twelve-month  ;  and 
having  got,  as  you  perceive,  almoft  into 
the  middle  of  my  third  volume* — and  no 
farther  than  to  my  firft  day's  life™ 'tis 
dem.onftrative  that  I  have  three  hundred 
and   fixcy-four  days   more  life   to  write 

*  According  to  the  preceding  Editions. 
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jufl:  now,  than  when  I  firft  fet  out;  fo 
that  inftead  of  advancing,  as  a  common 
writer,  in  my  work  with  what  I  have 
been  doing  at  it — on  the  contrary,  I  am 
jufl  thrown  fo  many  volumes  back — was 
every  day  of  my  Hfe  to  be  as  bufy  a  day 

a§  this  —  And  why  not  ? and    the 

tranfaclions  and  opinions  of  it  to  take 
up  as  much  defcription— And  for  what 
reafon  fliouki  they  be  cut  Ihort  ?  as  at 
this  rate  I  fhould  jufl  hve  364  times 
fafler  than  I  fhould  write — It  mufl  fol- 
low, an'  pleafe  your  worfhips,  that  the 
more  I  write,  the  more  I  fliall  have  to 
write — and  confequently,  the  more  your 
worfliips  read,  the  more  your  worfhips 
will  have  to  read. 

Will  this  be  good  for  your  worfhips 
^yes  ? 

It  will  do  well  for  mine  j  and,  was  it 
not  that  my  Opinions  will  be  the  death 
of  me,  I  perceive  I  ihall  lead  a  fine  life 
of  it  out  of  this  felf-fame  life  of  mine; 
or,  in  other  words,  fhall  lead  a  couple  of 
fine  lives  together. 

As  for  the  propofal  of  twelve  volumes 
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a  year,  or  a  volume  a  month,  it  no  way 
alters  my  profped — write  as  I  will,  and 
rufh  as  I  may  into  the  middle  of  things, 
as  Horace  advifes — I  fhall  never  overtake 
myfelf  whipp'd  and  driven  to  the  laft 
pinch  J  at  the  worft  I  fhall  have  one  day 
the    flart    of  my  pen — and   one  day  is 

enough    for   two   volum.es and    two 

volumes  will  be  enough  for  one  year. — 

Heaven  profper  the  manufadurers  of 
paper  under  this  propitious  reign,  which 

is  now  opened  to  us as  I   truft  its 

providence  will  profper  every  thing  elfe 
in  it  that  is  taken  in  hand. 

As  for  the  propagation  of  Geefe — I 
give  myfelf  no  concern — Nature  is  all- 
bountiful —  I  fhall  never  want  tools  to 
work  with. 

—  So  then,  friend!  you  have  got  my 
father  and  my  uncle  ^oby  off  the  flairs, 

and  feen  them  to  bed  ? And  how 

did  you  manage  it  ? ^You  dropp'd  a 

curtain  at  the  flair-foot — I  thought  you 

had  no  other  way  for  it —Here's  4 

crown  for  your  trouble. 
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CHAP.     XI.IX. 

«— rnri  hen  reach  me  my  breeches  off 
i     the  chair,  faid  my  father  to  Su- 

Jamah. There   is   not   a   moment's 

time  to  drefs  you,  Sir,  cried  Sujannah — 

the  child  is  as  black  in  the  face  as  my 

As  your  what  ?  faid  my  father,  for  hke 
all  orators,  he  was  a  dear  fearcher  into 
comparifons. — Blefs  me.  Sir,  faid  Sujan- 
nahi  the  child's  in  a  fit. — And  where's 
Mr.  Torick? — Never  where  he  fhould 
be,  faid  Sufamahj  but  his  curate's  in  the 
drefTing-room,  with  the  child  upon  his 
arm,  waiting  for  the  name  —  and  my 
miftrefs  bid  me  run  as  faft  as  I  could  to 
know,  as  captain  Shandy  is  the  godfa- 
ther, whether  it  Ihould  not  be  called 
after  him. 

Were  one  fure,  faid  my  father  to  him- 
felf,  fcratching  his  eye-brow,  that  the 
child  was  expiring,  one  might  as  well 
compliment  my  brother  Toby  as  not — 
and  it  would  be  a  pity,  in  fuch  a  cale, 
to  throw  away  fo  great  a  name  as  Trif- 
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-megijlus  upon  him but  he  may  re- 
cover. 

No,   no, fliid  my  father  to  Sujan- 

vahi  I'll  get  up There  is  no  time, 

cried  Sujannah,  the  ciiild's  as  black  as 
my  ihoe.     'TriJmegifiuSj   faid    my   father 

■ But  ftay — thou  art  a  leaky  vefTel, 

Sufannahj  added  my  father;  canft  thou 
carry  Trifmegijlus  in  thy  head,  the  length 
of  the  gallery  without  fcattering  ?— — 
Can    I  ?     cried    Sujannahj    Jhutting    the 

door  in  a   huff. If  flie  can,  I'll  be 

Ihot,  faid  my  father,  bouncing  out  of 
bed  in  the  dark,  and  groping  for  his 
breeches. 

Sujannab  ran  with  all  ipeed  along  the 
gallery. 

My  father  made  all  pofTible  Ipeed  to 
find  his  breeches. 

Sujannah  got  the  ftart,  and  kept  it — * 
'Tis  Tris — fomething,  cried  Sujannah — 
There  is  no  chriflian-name  in  the  world, 
faid  the  curate,  beginning  with  Tris—^ 
hut  TriJ ram.  Then  'tis  'J'riJlram-giJiuSy 
<]uoth  Sujannah. 

'    ■  '  There  is  no  gijlus  to  it,  noodle  ! 


Vol  H  pa^e  221 


FuMir/ucias-^e  Actdirecf.  JajCj4*iy3o-  byKSmAan.  T^adellJ-Dodfley.  aJtoimanSC.  IMumv)  ^c . 


OF    TRISTRAM    SHANDV.  I'M* 

—'tis  my  own  name,  replied  tlie  curare, 
dipping  his  hand,  as  he  fpoke,  into  the 
bafon  —  Trijlram !  faid  he,  (ffc.  &c. 
&c.  &c.  fo  Triftram  was  I  called,  and 
"Trijlram  Ihall  I  be  to  the  day  of  my 
death. 

My  father  followed  Sufannah,  with  his 
night-gown  acrois  his  arm,  with  nothing 
more  than  his  breeches  on,  faftened 
tht^ough  hafte  with  but  a  fingle  button, 
and  that  button  through  hafte  thruft  on- 
ly half  into  the  button-hole. 

She  has   not   forgot  the    name, 

cried  my  father,  half  opening  the  door  ? 
No,  no,  faid  the  curate,  with  a  tone 


of   intelligence.  — —  And    the   child    is 

better,    cried    Sujannah. And    how 

does  your  miftrefs  ?  As  well,  faid  Sujan- 
nah^ as  can  be  expefted. — Pifl-i!  faid  my 
father,  the  button  of  his  breeches  flip- 
ping out  of  the  button-hole  —  So  that 
whether  the  interjeftion  was  levelled  at 
Stifannahy  or  the  button- hole  —  whether 
Pifh  was  an  interjeclian  of  contempt  or 
an  interjedion  of  modefly,  is  a  doubt, 
*nd  muil  be  a  doubt  till   I   fhall  have 
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time  to  write  the  three  following  fa- 
vourite chapters,  that  is,  my  chapter  of 
thamber-maids,  my  chapter  of  pifhes^  and 
my  chapter  of  button-holes. 

All  the  light  I  am  able  to  give  the 
reader  at  prefent  is  this,  that  the  moment 
my  father  cried  Pifh  !  he  whifk'd  him- 
felf  about  —  and  with  his  breeches  held 
up  by  one  hand,  and  his  night-gown 
thrown  acrofs  the  arm  of  the  other,  he 
turned  along  the  gallery  to  bed,  fome- 
thing  flower  than  he  came. 

C  H  A  P.    L. 

IWifh  I  could  write  a  chapter  upon 
fleep. 

A  fitter  occafion  could  never  have 
prefented  itfelf^  than  what  this  moment 
offers,  when  all  the  curtains  of  the  fami- 
ly are  drawn  —  the  candles  put  out— 
and  no  creature's  eyes  are  open  but  a 
fingle  one,  for  the  other  has  been  fliut 
thefe  twenty  years,  of  my  mother's  nurfe. 

It  is  a  fine  fubjedt ! 

And  yet,  as  fine  as  it  is,    I  would 
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undertake  to  write  a  dozen  chapters  up- 
on button-holes,  both  quicker  and  with, 
more  fame,  than  a  fingle  chapter  upoa 
this. 

Button-holes !  there  is  fomething  lively 

in  the  very  idea  of  'em and  trufl  me, 

when  I  get  amongft  'em You  gentry 

with  great  beards look  as  grave  as 

you   will rU   make  merry  work. 

with  my  button-holes — I  fhall  have  'em 
all  to  myfelf — 'tis  a  maiden  fubjeft — \ 
Ihall  run  foul  of  no  man's  wifdom  or  fine, 
fayings  in  it.  , 

But  for  fleep 1  know  I  fhall  make 

nothing  of  it  before  I  begin — I  am  no 
dab  at  your  fine  fayings  in  the  firft  place — 
and  in  the  next,  I  cannot  for  my  foul  fet 
a  grave  face  upon  a  bad  matter,  and  tell 
the  world  —  'tis  the  refuge  of  the  un- 
fortunate —  the  enfranchiiement  of  the 
prifoner — the  dov/ny  lap  cf  the  hopelefs, 
the  weary,  and  the  broken-hearted ;  nor 
could  I  fet  out  with  a  lye  in  my  m.outh, 
by  affirming,  that  of  all  the  foft  and  de- 
licious functions  of  our  nature,  by  which 
the  great  Author  of  it,  in   his  bounty. 
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has  been  pleafed  to  recompenie  the  fuf- 
ferings    wherewith    his    juftice    and    his 

good    pleafurc    has  wearied    us that 

this  is  the  chiefefl  (I  know  pleallires 
worth  ten  of  it)  ;  or  what  a  happinefs  it 
is  to  man,  when  the  anxieties  and  pafTions 
of  the  day  are  over,  and  he  lies  down 
upon  his  back,  that  his  foul  fhall  be  fa 
feated  within  him,  that  whichever  way 
(he  turns  her  eyes,  the  heavens  fhall 
look  calm  and  fweet  above  her — no  de- 
fire — or  fear — or  doubt  that  troubles  the 
air,  nor  any  difficulty  pad,  prefent,  or  to 
come,  that  the  imagination  may  not  pafs 
over  without  offence,  in  that  fweet  fe- 
cefTion. 

"  God's  blefTing,"  faid  Sancho  Panfa, 
**  be  upon  the  man  who  firfl  invented 
*"^  this  fclf-fame  thing  called  fleep  —  it 
*'  covers  a  man  all  over  like  a  cloak." 
Now  there  is  more  to  me  in  tins,  and  it 
fpeaks  warmer  to  my  heart  and  affec- 
tions, than  all  the  diflertations  fqueez'd 
out  of  the  heads  of  the  learned  together 
upon  the  fubjc6l. 

— Not  that  I  altogether  difapprove  of 
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■what  Montaigne  advances  upon  it — 'tis 
admirable  in  its  way — (I  quote  by  me- 
mory.) 

The  world  enjoys  other  pleafures,  fays 
he,  as  they  do  that  of  fleep,  without 
tailing  or  feeling  it  as  it  flips  and  paiTes 
by. — We  fliould  ftudy  and  ruminate  up- 
on it,  in  order  to  render  proper  thanks. 
to  him  who  grants  it  to  us,  —  For  thii 
end  I  caufe  myfelf  to  be  difturbed  in  my 
fleep,   that  I   may  the   better  and  more 

fenfibly  relifh  it. And  yet  I  fee  few, 

fays  he  again,  who  live  with  lefs  fleep, 
when  need  requires  j  my  body  is  capa- 
ble of  a  firm,  but  not  of  a  violent  and 
fuddcn  agitation — I  evade  of  late  all  vio- 
lent exercifcs 1  am  never  weary  with 

walking but  from  my  youth,  I  never 

liked  to  ride  upon  pavements.  I  love 
to   lie  hard  and  alone,  and  even  without 

my  wife This  laft  word  may  dagger 

the  fiith  of  the  world but  remember. 

La  Vraifemblance  (as  Bayle  fays  in  the 
affair  of  Liceti)  n'eft  pas  toujours  du 
"  Cote  de  la  Veritc."  And  fo  much  for 
fleep. 
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CHAP.     LI. 

IF  my  wife  will  but  venture  him — 
brother  'Toby,  I'rifmegijlus  fhall  be 
drefs'd  and  brought  down  to  us,  whilft 
you  and  I  are  getting  our  breakfalls  to- 
gether.-  


Go,    tell  Sujamiahy  Ohadiahy   to 

flep  here. 

She  is  run  up  ftairs,  anfv/ered  Ohadiahy 
this  very  inftant,  fobbing  and  crying,  and 
wringing  her  hands  as  if  her  heart  v/ould 
break. 

We  fhall  have  a  rare  month  of  it,  fiid 
my  father,  turning  his  head  from  Oha- 
diahy and  looking  willfully  in  my  uncle 
'toby's  face  for  fome  time — we  fhall  have 
a  devililh  month  of  it,  brother  'Tobyy  faid 
my  father,  fetting  his  arms  a-kimbo,  and 
fhaking  his  head;  fire,  water,  women, 
wind — brother  'Toby!  —  'Tis  fome  mil- 

fortune,  quoth  my  uncle  'toby. That 

it  is,  cried  my  father— -to  have  fo  many 
jarring  elements  breaking  loofe,  and  rid- 
ing triumph  in  every  corner  of  a  gentle* 
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tnan's  houfe — Little  boots  it  to  the  peace 
of  a  family,  brother  T^oby^  that  you  and  I 
polTefs  ourfelves,  and  fit  here  filent  and 

unmoved— whilft  fuch  a  ftorm  is  whift- 

lino;  over  our  heads. 

And    what's    the    matter,   Siijannah  ? 

They  have  called  the  child  T^rifiram 

and  my  miftrefs  is  juft  got  out   of  an 

hyfterick    fit    about    it No  ! 'tis 

not  my  fault,  faid  Siijannah — I  told  him 
it  was  I'rijiram-gi/ius. 

Make  tea   for  yourfelf,   brother 

Toby,  faid    my  father,    taking  down  his 

hat but  how  different  from   the  fal- 

lies  and  agitations  of  voice  and  mem- 
bers which  a  common  reader  would 
imagine ! 

— For  he  fpake  in  the  fweeteft  modu- 
lation—  and  took  down  his  hat  with  the 
genteeleit  movement  of  limbs,  that  ever 
afflidlion  harmonized  and  attuned  toge- 
ther. 

Go  to  the  bowlino--o;re?n  for  cor- 

poral  'Trinii  faid  my  uncle  ^oby^  fpeak- 
ing  to  Obadiahi  as  foon  as  my  fuher  left 
the  room. 

VOL.  rr,  Q^ 
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CHAP.     LII. 

WHEN  the  misfortune  of  my  Nose 
fell  fo  heavily  upon  my  father's 
head ;  —  the  reader  remembers  that  he 
v/alked  inftantly  up  flairs,  and  call  him- 
felf  down  upon  his  bed ;  and  from  hence, 
unlefs  he  has  a  great  infight  into  hum.an 
nature,  he  will  be  apt  to  exped  a  rota- 
tion of  the  fame  afcending  and  defcend- 
ing  movements  from  him,  upon  this 
misfortune  of  my  Name  ; no. 

The  different  weight,  dear  Sir nay- 
even  the  different  package  of  two  vexa- 
tions  of  the  fame  weight makes  a 

very  wide  difference  in  our  manner  of 
bearing  and  getting  through  with  them. 

It  is  not  half  an  hour  ago,  when  (in 

the  great  hurry  and  precipitation  of  a 
poor  devil's  writing  for  daily  bread)  I 
threw  a  fair  Iheet,  which  I  had  juft  finiHi- 
ed,  and  carefully  wrote  out,  flap  into  the 
fire,  inflead  of  the  foul  one. 

Inflantly  I  fnatch'd  off  my  wig,  and 
threw  it  perpendicularly,  with  all  imagi- 
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liable    violence,   up    to  the  top    of  the 

room — indeed  I  caught  it  as  it   fell 

but  there  was  an  end  of  the  matter ;  nor 
do  I  think  any  thing  eife  in  Nature 
would  have  given  fuch  immediate  eafe : 
She,  dear  Goddefs,  by  an  inftantaneous 
impulfe,  in  all  provoking  cqfeSj  deter- 
mines us  to  a  fally  of  this  or  that  mem- 
ber —  or  elfe  Ihe  thrufts  us  into  this  or 
that  place,  or  pofture  of  body,  we  know 

not  why But  mark,  madam,  we  live 

amongft  riddles   and  myfteries the 

moft  obvious  things,  which  come  in  our 
way,  have  dark  fides,  which  the  quickeft 
fight  cannot  penetrate  into  ;  and  even  the 
cleareft  and  moll  exalted  underftandings 
amongd  us  find  ourfelves  puzzled  and  at 
a  lofs  in  almoft  every  cranny  of  nature's 
works  :  fo  that  this,  like  a  thoufind  other 
things,  falls  out  for  us  in  a  way,  which 
tho*  we  cannot  reafon  upon  it  —  yet  we 
find  the  good  of  it,  may  it  pleafe   your 

reverences  and  your  worfhips and 

that's  enough  for  us. 

Now,  my  father  could  not  lie  down 

with  this   affliction  for  his  life nor 
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could  he  carry  it  up  flairs  like  the  other 
—  he  walked  compofedly  out  with  it  to 
the  fifh-pond. 

Had  my  father  leaned  his  head  upon 
his  hand,    and  reafoned  an    hour  which 

way  to  have  gone reafon,  with  all 

her  force,  could  not  have  direfted  him 
to  any  thing  like  it :  there  is  fomething. 

Sir,  in  fiili-ponds but  what  it  is,  I 

leave  to  fyftem-builders  and  fifh-pond- 
diggers  betwixt  'em  to  find  out  —  but 
there  is  fomething,  under  the  firft  difor- 
derly  tranfport  of  the  humours,  fo  unac- 
countably becalming  in  an  orderly  and  a 
fober  walk  towards  one  of  them,  that  I 
have  often  wondered  that  neither  Pytha- 
goraSy  nor  Plato,  nor  Solon,  nor  LycurguSt 
nor  Mahomet,  nor  any  one  of  your  noted 
lawgivers,  ever  gave  order  about  them. 

CHAP.    Llir. 

YOUR  honour,  faid  'Trim,  fhutting 
the  parlour-door  before  he  began 
to  fpeak,  has  heard,  I  imagine,  of  this 
unlucky   accident       '         O  yes,    7r/;», 
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faid  my  uncle  Ti'ohyy  and  it  gives  me 
great  concern. — I  am  heartily  concerned 
too,  but  I  hope  your  honour,  replied 
^riniy  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  believe, 
that  it  was  not  in  the  leaft  owing  to  me. 

To  thee — Trim  ?  —  cried  my  uncle 

Tohyj  looking  kindly  in  his  face 


'twas  Sufannah's  and  the  curate's  folly  be- 
twixt them. What  bufinefs  could 

they  have  together,  an'  pleafe  your  ho- 
nour, in  the  garden  ? In  the  gallery 

thou  meaneft,  replied  my  uncle  Toby. 

Trim  found  he  Avas  upon  a  wrong 
fcent,  and  flopped  fhort  with  a  low  bow 
Two  misfortunes,  quoth  the  corpo- 
ral to  himfelf,  are  twice  as  many  at  leail 
as  are  needful  to  be  talked  over  at  one 

time  y the  mifchief  the  cow  has  done 

in  breaking  into  the  fortifications,   may 

be  told  his  honour  hereafter. -Trim's 

caiiiiftry  and  addrefs,  under  the  cover  of 
his  low  bow,  prevented  all  fufpicion  in 
my  uncle  Tofyj  fo  he  went  on  with  what 
he  had  to  fay  to  Trim  as  follows : 

For  my  own  part,  Trim,  though 

I  can  fee  little  or  no  difference  betwixt 

0^3 
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my  nephew's  being  called  'Trijlram  or 
^Trifmegijius  —  yet  as  the  thing  fits  fo  near 

my  brother's  heart,  'Trim 1  would 

freely  have  given  a  hundred  pounds  ra- 
ther than  it  fliould  have  happened. — — 
A  hundred  pounds,  an'  pleafe  your  ho- 
nour !  replied  Trim^ 1  would  not  give 

a  cherry-ftone  to  boot. Nor  would 

I,  'Trm^  upon  nay  own  account,  quoth 

my  uncle  Toby but  my  brother, 

whom  there  is  no  arguing  with  in  this 
cafe — -maintains  that  a  great  deal  more 
depends,  Trim^  upon  chriftian-names, 
than  what  ignorant  people  imagine 
for  he  fays  there  never  was  a  great  or 
heroic  aftion  performed  fince  the  world 
began  by  one  called  Trijlram  —  nay,  he 
will  have  it,  Trim,  that  a  man  can  neither 

be  learned,  or  wife,  or  brave. 'Tis 

all  fancy,  an'  pleafe  your  honour  —  I 
fought  juft  as  well,  replied  the  corporal, 
when  the  regiment  called  me  Trim^  as 

when  they  called  me  James  Butler. 

And  for  my  own  part,  faid  my  uncle 
Toby  J  though  I  fhould  blufh  to  boafl  of 
myfelf,  Trim yet  had  my  name  been 
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Alexander  J  I  could  have  done  no  more  at 
Na}hur  than  my  duty. — Blefs  your  ho- 
nour !  cried  Tr/w,  advancing  three  fteps 
as  he  ipoke,  does  a  man  think  of  his 
chriftian-name  when  he  goes  upon  the 

attack? Or  when  he  ftands  in  the 

trench,  T'rim  ?  cried  my  uncle  I'obyy  look- 
ing firm. Or  when  he  enters  a  breach? 

faid  I'rimj  pufhing  in  betv/een  two  chairs. 
—Or  forces  the  lines  ?  cried  my  un- 
cle, rifing  up,    and  pufhing  his    crutch 

like   a  pike. Or  facing  a  platoon? 

cried   Tr/»/,  prefenting  his  ftick   like   a 

firelock. Or  when  he  marches  up  the 

glacis  ?  cried  my  uncle  Toby^  looking 
warm  and  fetting  his  foot  upon  his 
ftool. 

CHAP.    LIV. 

MY  father  was   returned  from  his 
walk    to   the  fiih-pond and 

opened  the  parlour-door  in  the  very 
height   of  the  attack,  juft  as  my  urxle 

Toby  was  marching  up   the  glacis 

'Trim  recovered  his  arms         never  was 

<i.4 
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my  uncle  Tiohy  caught  in  riding  at  fuch 
a  defperate  rate  in  his  life  !  Alas !  my 
uncle  Toby  !  had  not  a  weightier  matter 
called  forth  all  the  ready  eloquence  of 
my  father  — how  hadft  thou  then  and 
thy  poor  HoBBY-HoRSE  too  been  in- 
fulted ! 

My  father  hung  up  his  hat  with  the 
fame  air  he  took  it  down ;  and  after 
giving  a  flight  look  at  the  diforder  of 
the  room,  he  took  hold  of  one  of  the 
chairs  which  had  formed  the  corporal's 
breach,  and  placing  it  over-againft  my 
uncle  'Tobyy  he  fat  down  in  it,  and  as 
foonas  the  tea-things  were  taken  away, 
and  the  door  iliut,  he  broke  out  in  a  I3,- 
mentation  as  follows. 

My    Father  's    Lamentation. 

IT  is  in  vain  longer,  faid  my  father,  ad- 
dreffing  himfelf  as  much   to  Ernul- 
fhus\   curfe,   which  was  laid  upon   the 

corner  of  the  chimney-piece as  to 

my  uncle  Toby  who  fat  under  it it  is 

in  vain  longer,  faid   my  father,  in   ths 
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moft  querulous  monotony  imaginable, 
to  flrusorle  as  I  have  done  a^ainft  this 
moft   uncomfortable  of  human   perfua- 

fions 1  fee  it  plainly,  that  either  for 

my  own  fins,  brother  Toby,  or  the  fins 
and  follies  of  the  Shandy  family.  Heaven 
has  thought  fit  to  draw  forth  the  heavieft 
of  its  artillery  againft  me  j  and  that  the 
profperity  of  my  child  is  the  point  upon 
which  the  whole  force  of  it  is  diredted 
to  play. Such  a  thing  would  bat- 
ter the  whole  univerfe  about  our  ears, 
brother  Shandy y  faid  my  uncle  T!oby — if 
it  was  fo — Unhappy  T^rijiram  !  child  of 
wrath  !  child  of  decrepitude  !  interrup- 
tion I  miftake  !  and  difcontent !  What 
one  misfortune  or  difafter  in  the  book  of 
lembryotic  evils,  that  could  unmechanize 
thy  frame,  or  entangle  thy  filaments ! 
which  has  not  fallen  upon  thy  head, 
or    ever    thou    camicft    into    the    world 

what  evils   in  thy  paflage   into  it ! 

what  evils   fince  ! produced 

into  being,   in  the  decline  of  thy  father's 

days when  the  powers  of  his  imagi- 

pation  and  of  his  body  were  waxing  fee- 
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ble  — when  radical  heat  and  radical 
moifture,  the  elements  which  fhoiild 
have  temper'd  thine,  were  drying  up; 
?.nd  nothing  left  to  found  thy  flamina  in, 

but  negations — 'tis  pitiful brother 

^ohy,  at  the  befl,  and  called  out  for  all 
the  little  helps  that  care  and  attention 
on  both  fides  could  give  it.  But  how 
were  we  defeated  !  You  know  the  event, 

brother  Tchy 'tis  too  melancholy  a 

one  to  be  repeated  now when  the 

few  animal  fpirits  I  was  worth  in  the 
world,  and  with  which  memory,  fancy, 
and  quick  parts  jQiould  have  been  con- 

vey'd were  all  difperfed,  confufed, 

confounded,  fcattered,  and    fent    to  the 

devil. 

Here  then  was  the  time  to  have  put  a 
flop   to    this    perfecution   againft    him; 

and  tried  an  experiment  at  leail 

whether  calmnefs  and  ferenity  of 

mind  in  your  filler,  with  a  due  attention, 
brother  T^ohy^  to  her  evacuations  and  re- 
pletions  and  the  reft:  of  her  non- 
naturals,  might  not,  in  a  courfe  of  nine 
months  gellation,  have  fet  all  things  to 
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Y'lohts.  • My  child   was  bereft   of 

t-hefe! What  a  teazlng  life  did  flie 

lead  herfelf,  and  confequently  her  fcEtus 
too,  with  that  nonfenfical  anxiety  of  hers 
about  lying-in  in  town  ?  I  thought  my 
filter  fubmitted  with  the  greateft  patience, 

replied"  my  uncle  Tol'y 1   never 

heard  her  utter  one  fretful  word  about  it. 

. She  fumed   inwardly,  cried  my 

father  j  and  that,  let  me  tell  you,  bro- 
ther, was  ten  times  worfe  for  the  child — 
and  then '.  what  battles  did  ihe  fight  with 
me,  and  what  perpetual  ftorms  about  the 

midwife. There   Ihe   gave  vent, 

faid  my  uncle  Tol^y. Vent !  cried 

my  father,  looking  up. 

But  what  was  all  this,  my  dear  Toky, 
to  the  injuries  done  us  by  my  child's 
coming  head  foremoft  into  the  world, 
when  all  I  wifhed,  in  this  general  wreck 
of  his  frame,  was  to  have  faved  this  httle 
cafket  unbroke,  unrifled. 

With  all  my  precautions,  how  was  my 
fyftem  turned  topfide-turvy  in  the  womb 
with  my  child  !  his  head  expofed  to  the 
hand  of  violence,  and  a  preilure  of  470 
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pounds  avoirdupois  weight  afting  fo  per- 
pendicularly upon  its  apex — that  at  this 
hour  'tis  ninety  pr  Cent,  infurance,  that 
the  fine  net- work  of  the  intelledlual  web 
be  not  rent  and  torn  to  a  thoufand 
tatters. 

^ Still  we  could  have  done.    ■  .  - 

Fool,  coxcomb,  puppy give  him  but 

a   Nose      'Cripple,   Dwarf,  Driveller, 

Goofecap (fhape  him  as  you  will) 

the  door  of  fortune  Hands  open — O  Li- 
cetiis  I  Licetus  I  had  I  been  bleft  with  a 
foetus  five  inches  long  and  a  half,  like 
thee — Fate  might  have  done  her  worfl. 

Still,  brother  Tobyy  there  was  one  call 
of  the  dye  left  for  our  child  ^fter  all— 
0  Trijlram !  'Trijiratn  !  Trijlram  ! 

We  will  fend  for  Mr.  Toricky  fajd  my 
vincle  'Toby, 

— — You  may  fend  for  whom  you 
vill,  replied  my  father, 
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C  H  A  P.    LV. 

WH  A  T  a  rate  have  I  gone  on  at, 
curvetting  and  frifking  it  away, 
two  lip  and  two  down  for  three  volumes* 
together,  without  looking  once  behind, 
or  even  on  one  fide  of  me,  to  fee  whom 
I   trod  upon  ! — I'll  tread  upon  no  one 

quoth  I   to  myfelf  when  I  mounted 

I'll  take  a  good  rattling  gallop; 

but   I'll   not   hurt  the   pooreft  jack-afs 

upon  the  road. So  off  I  fet up 

one  lane — —down  another,  through 
this  turnpike over  that,  as  if  the  arch- 
jockey  of  jockeys  had  got  behind  me. 
Now  ride  at  this  rate  with  what  good 

intention  and  refolution  you  may 'tis 

a  million  to  one  you'll  do  fome  one  a 

mifchief,  if  not  yourfelf He's  flung 

— he's  off — he's  loft  his  hat — he's  down 

he'll  break  his  neck fee  !         if 

he  has  not  galloped  full  among  the  fcaf- 

folding    of    the     undertaking    criticks  ! 

he'll  knock  his  brains  out  againft 

fome  of  their  pofts — he's  bounced  out! 

♦  According  to  the  preceding  Editions, 
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—look— he's  now  riding  like  a  mad-cap 
full  tilt  through  a  whole  crowd  of  paint- 
ers, fiddlers,  poets,  biographers,  phyli- 
cians,  lawyers,  logicians,  players,  fchool- 
men,  churchmen,  llatefmen,  foldiers,  ca- 
fuifts,  connoifieurs,  prelates,  popes,  and 
engineers. — Don't  fear,  faid  I — Fll  not 
hurt  the  pooreft  jack-afs  upon  the  king's 
highway. — But  your  horfe  throws  dirtj 

lee  you've  fplalh'd  a  bifliop 1  hope 

in   God,    'twas   only  Ernulphus,   faid  I. 

—  But  you  have  fquirted  full  in  the 

faces  of  MefT.  Le  Moyne,  De  Romigny, 
and  De  Marcilly^  do6lors  of  .the  S  or  bonne. 

That  was  laft  year,  replied  I. — 

But  you  have  trod  this  moment  upon  a 

king. -Kings    have   bad   times    on't, 

faid  I,  to  be  trod  upon  by  fuch  people 
as  me. 

You  have  done  it,  repHed  my  accufer. 

I  deny  it,  quoth  I,  and  fo  have  got 
off,  and  here  am  I  Handing  with  my 
bridle  in  one  hand,  and  with  my  cap  in 

the  other,  to  tell  my  ftory. And 

:what  is  it  f"    You  lliall  hear  in  the  next 
chapter. 
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CHAP.    LVI. 

As  Francis  the  firfl  of  France  was  one 
winterly  night  warming  himfelf 
over  the  embers  of  a  wood  fire,  and  talk- 
ing with  his  firll  minifler  of  fundry 
things  for  the  good  of  the  ftate*  —  It 
would  not  be  amifs,  faid  the  king,  ftirring 
up  the  embers  with  his  cane,  if  this 
good  iinderftanding  betwixt  ourlelves 
and  Switzerland  was  a  little  ftrengthened. 
— There  is  no  end.  Sire,  replied  the  mi- 
nifler, in  giving  money  to  thele  people 
— they  would  fvv allow  up  the  treafury  of 
France. — Poo  1  poo  !  anfwered  the  king 
< — there  are  more  vf  ays,  Monf.  k  Premier, 
of  bribing  flates,  befides  that  of  giving 
money — I'll  pay  S-witzerland  the  lionour 
of  flanding  godfather  for  my  next  child. 

Your  majefly,  faid  the  miniiler,  in 

fo  doing,  would  have  all  the  grammari- 
ans in  Europe  upon  your  backj Swit- 

zerlandy  as  a  republick,  being  a  female, 
can  in  no  conllrudlion  be  godfather.—" 

•  Vide  Menagiana,  Vol.  I 
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She  may  be  godmother,  replied  Francis 
haftily — lb  announce  my  intentions  by  a 
courier  to-morrow  morning. 

I  am  aftonifhed,  faid  Francis  the  Yvc^, 
(that  day  fortnight)  fpeaking  to  his  mi- 
nilucr  as  he  entered  the  clofet,  that  we 
have  had  no  anfwer    from  Switzerland. 

Sire,  I  wait  upon  you  this  moment, 

laid  Monf.  le  Premier,  to  lay  before  you 
my  diipatches  upon  that  bufinels. — They 
take  it  kindly,  faid  the  king. — They  do. 
Sire,  replied  the  minider,  and  have  the 
highefi  fenfe  of  the  honour  your  majefty 

has  done  them but  the  republick,  as' 

godmother,  claims  her  right,  in  this  cafe, 
of  naming  the  child. 

In  all  reafon,  quoth  the  king— — ^fhe 
will  chriften  him  Francis,  or  Henry,  or 
Lewis,  or  fome  name  that  fhe  knows 
will  bci  agreeable  to  us.     Your  majefty 

is  deceived,  replied   the  minifter 1 

have  this  hour  received  a  difpatch  from 
our  refident,  with  the  determination  of 
the  republick  on  that  point  alfo. — ■ — •• 
And  what  name  has  the  republick  fixed 
upon   for    the  Dauphin  ?        »  Shadrach, 
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Mejech^  Abed-nego,  replied  the  minifter. 
-^  By  Saint  Peter's  girdle,  I  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Swifs^  cried  Francis 
the  Firft,  pulling  up  his  breeches  and 
walking  haftily  acrofs  the  floor. 

Your  majefty,  replied  the  minifter 
calmly,  cannot  bring  yourfelf  off. 

We'll  pay  them  in  money faid 

the  king. 

Sire,  there  are  not  fixty  thoufand 
crowns  in  the  treafury,  anfwered  the  mi- 
nifter.  I'll  pawn  the  beft  jewel  in  my 

crown,  quoth  Francis  the  Firft. 

Your  honour  ftands  pawn'd  already 
in  this  matter,  anfwered  Monfieur  le 
Premier, 

Then,  Monf.  !e  Premier^  faid  the  king, 
by we'll  go  to  war  with  'cm. 

CHAP.    LVII. 

ALBEIT,  gentle  reader,  I  have 
lufted  earneftly,  and  endeavoured 
carefully  (according  to  the  meafure  of 
fuch  a  flender  fkill  as  God  has  vouch- 
fafed  me,  and  as  convenient  Icifure  fr.m 

VOL.    II.  R 
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Other   occafions   of    needful   profit    and 
healthful   paftime   have   permitted)  that 
thefe  little  books  which  I  here  put  into 
thy  hands,  might  ftand  inftead  of  many- 
bigger  books  —  yet  have  I  carried  myfelf 
towards   thee   in  fuch  fanciful  guife    of 
carelefs   difport,   that    right   fore   am  I 
afhamed   now  to   intreat   thy  lenity  fe- 
riouily in  befeeching  thee  to  be- 
lieve it  of  me,  that  in  the  llory  of  my 
father  and  his  chriftian-names  —  I  have 
no   thoughts    of  treading    upon  Francis 
the  Firfi nor  in  the  affair  of  the  nofe 

—  vi^on  Francis  the  Ninth  —  nor  in  the 

charader  of  my  uncle  l^ohy of  cha- 

raCterizing  the  militiatlng  fpirits  of  my 
country — the  wound  upon  his  groin,  is  a 
wound  to  every  comparifon  of  that  kind 

—  nor  by  T^rini  —  that  I  meant  the  duke 

of  Orr/iond or  that  my  book  is  wrote 

againit  predeitination,  or  free-will,  or  tax- 
es— If 'tis  wrote  againfi:  any  thing, 

'tis  wrote,  an'  plcafe  your  worllnips,  againft 
the  fpleen  !  in  order,  by  a  more  frequent 
and  a  more  convulfive  elevation  and  de- 
prefTion  of  the  diaphragm,  and  the  fuc- 
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culTadons  of  the  intercoftal  and  rbdomi- 
nal  mufcles  in  laughter,  to  drive  the  gall 
and  other  hitter  juices  from  the  gall-blad- 
der, liver,  and  fweet-bread  of  his  majef- 
ty's  fubjecls,  with  all  the  inimicitious 
paflions  vvhich  belong  to  them,  down  into 
their  duodeniims. 

CHAP.     LVIir. 

""""O  '^  ^  ^^"  ^^^  thing  be  undone,  Yo- 
iL3  rick  ?  faid  iTiy  father — for  in  my 
opinion,  continued  l;e,  it  cannot.  I  am 
a  vile  canonifb,  replied  Torick — but  of  all 
€vils,  holding  fufpenfe  to  be  the  mod 
torm.enting,  we  Ihall  at  leaft  know  the 
worft  of  this  matter.     I  hate  thefe  great 

dinners faid  my  father — The  fize  of 

the   dinner    is   not    the    point,   anfwered 

Torick we  want,  Mr.  Shandy^  to  dive 

into  the  bottom  of  this  doubt,  whether 
the  name  can  be  chano-ed  or  not — and  as 
the  beards  of  fo  many  commifiaries,  offi- 
cials, advocates,  proftors,  rcgifters,  and 
of  the  moll  eminent  of  our  fchool-di- 
vincs,  and  others,  are  all  to  meet  in  the 

R  2 
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middle  of  one  table,  and  Didius  has  fa 
prefTingly  invited  you  —  who  in  your  dlf- 
trefs  would  mifs  fuch  an  occafion  ?  All 
that  is  requifite,  continued.  Torick)  is  to 
apprize  DidiuSy  and  let  him  manage  a 
converfation  after  dinner  fo  as  to  intro- 
duce the  fubjedl. — Then  my  brother  To- 
fyy  cried  my  father,  clapping  his  two 
hands  together,  fhall  go  with  us. 


Let  my  old   tye-wig,  quoth  my 


uncle  Tolpyj  and  my  laced  regimentals,  be 
hung  to  the  fire  all  night.  Trim. 
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CHAP.    LX. 

— 'V  T  O  doubt.  Sir, — there  is  a  whole 
JL  ^  chapter  wanting  here  —  and  a 
chafm  often  pages  made  in  the  book  by- 
it —-but  the  book-binder  is  neither  a 
fool,  or  a  knave,  or  a  puppy  —  nor  is 
the  book  a  jot  more  imperfect  (at  lead 
upon  that  fcore) but,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  book  is  more  perfed  and  corri- 
plete  by  wanting  the  chapter,  than  hav- 
ing it,  as  I  lliall  demonftrate  to  your  re- 
verences in  this  manner.  — I  queftion  firft, 
by-rhe-bye,  whether  the  fame  experi- 
ment might  not  be  made  as  fuccefsfully 

upon   fundry  other   chapters but 

there  is  no  end,  an'  pleafe  your  reveren- 
ces, in  trying  experiments  upon  chapters 
'  we  have  had  enough  of  it— • 

So  there's  m  end  of  that  matter, 


R 
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But  before  I  begin  my  demonfliration, 
let  me  only  tell  you,  that  the  chapter 
which  I  have  torn  out,  and  which  other- 
Vv'ife  you  would  all  have  been  reading  juil 

nov/,  infbead  of  this was  the  deicrip- 

ticn    of   my    father's,  my   uncle   Tohy^s, 
'Trh/is,    and    Obadiah\    fenting   out  and 
journeying  to  the  vifitation  at  *  *  *  *. 

We'll  go  in  the  coach,  faid  my  father 
— Prithee,  have  the  arms  been  altered, 
Obadiah  .?— It  would  have  made  my  ftory 
much  better  to  have  begun  with  telling 
you,  that  at  the  time  my  mother's  arms 
were  added  to  the  Shandy's^  when  the 
coach  was  re-pain  Led  upon  my  father's 
m.arriage,  it  had  fo  fallen  out,  that  the 
coach-painter,  whether  by  performing 
all  his  worlcs  with  the  left-hand,  like 
'Turpilius  the  Ro'inan,   or  Hans  Holbein  of 

Bfffil or  v.-hcther  'twas   more   from 

the  blunder  of  his  head  than  hand or 

whether,  lailly,  it   was  from  the   finifter 
turn   v/hich  every  thing  relating   to  our 

family  was  apt  to  take it  fo  fell  out, 

however,  to   our  reproach,  that  inftead 
of  the  bend-dexter  J  which  fince  Harry  tJie 
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Eighth's  reign    was    honeftly    our     due 

a  bend-finifter,  by  ibme  of  thefe 

flitalities,  had  been  drav/n  quite  acrofs 
the  field  of  the  Shandy  arms.  'Tis  fcarce 
credible  that  the  mind  of  fo  wife  a  man 
as  my  father  was,  could  be  fo  m.uch  in- 
commoded with  fo  fmall  a  matter.  The 
word  coach—let  it  be  whofe  it  would — 
or  coach -man,  or  coach- horfe,  or  coach- 
hire,  could  never  be  named  in  the  fami- 
ly, but  he  conftantly  complained  of  car- 
rying tliis  vile  mark  of  illegitimacy  upon 
the  door  of  his  own ;  he  never  once  was 
able  to  ftep  into  the  coach,  or  out  of  it, 
without  turning  round  to  take  a  view  of 
the  arms,  and  making  a  vow  at  the  fame 
time,  that  it  was  the  laft  time  he  would 
ever  fct  his  foot  in  it  again,  till  the  hend- 
finijier  was  taken  out — but  like  the  affair 
of  the  hinge,  it  was  one  of  the  many 
things  which  the  Defiinies  had  fet  down 
in  their  books  ever  to  be  grumbled   at: 

(and  in  wifer  families  than  ours)^ but 

never  to  be  mended. 

—  Has  the  hend-finijier  been   brufli'd 
out,  I  fay  ?    faid  my  father. There 
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has  been  nothing  brufh'd  out,  Sir,  an- 
fwercd  Obadiahy  but  the  hning.  We'll 
go  o'horfeback,  laid  my  father,  turning 

to   Torick. Of  all  things  in  the  world, 

except  politicks,  the  clergy  know  the 
leafl  of  heraldry,  faid  Torick.  —  No  mat- 
ter fc  r  that,  cried  my  father 1  fhould 

be  forry  to  appear  with  a  blot  in  my  ef- 
cutcheon  before  them. — Never  mind  the 
hend-fimjlery  faid  my  uncle  Tobyj  putting 
on  his  tye-wig. — — No,  indeed,  faid  my 
father — you  may  go  with  my  aunt  Dinah 
to  a  vifitation  with  a  hend-finijler,  if  you 
think  fit — My  poor  uncle   Toby  blufli'd. 

My  father  was  vexed  at  himfelf. —. 

No my  dear  brother   Toby^  faid  my 

father,  changing  his   tone but   the 

damp  of  the  coach-lining  about  my  loins, 
may  give  me  the  fciatica  again,  as  it  did 
December i  January^  and  February  lad  win- 
ter— fo  if  you  pleafe  you  fhall  ride  my 

wife's  pad— and  as  you  are  to  preach, 

Torick^  you  had  better' make  the  befl  of 

your  way  before and  leave  me  to  take 

care  of  my  brother  Toby^  and  to  follow  atj 
pur  own  rates, 
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Now  the  chapter  I  was  obliged  to  tear 
out,  was  the  defcription  of  diis  caval- 
cade, in  which  Corporal  'Trim  and  Oba- 
diahy   upon     two    coach  horfes    a-breaft, 

led   the   way   as   (low  as   a  patrole 

whilft  my  uncle  Tobyy  in  his  laced  regi- 
mentals and  tye-wig,  kept  his  rank  with 
my  father,  in  deep  roads  and  difierta- 
tions  alternately  upon  the  advantage  of 
learning  and  arms,  as  each  could  get 
the  ftart. 

— But  the  painting  of  this  journey, 
upon  reviewing  it,  appears  to  be  fo  much 
above  the  ftile  and  manner  of  any  thing 
elfe  I  have  been  able  to  paint  in  this 
book,  that  it  could  not  have  remained 
in  it,  without  depreciating  every  other 
fcene ;  and  deftroying  at  the  fame  time 
that  neceflary  equipoife  and  balance, 
(v/hether  of  good  or  bad)  betwixt  chap- 
ter and  chapter,  from  whence  the  juft 
proportions  and  harmony  of  the  whole 
work  refults.  For'  my  own  part,  I  am 
but  juft  fet  up  in  the  bufinefs,  fo  know- 
little  about  it  —  bur,  in  my  opinion,  to 
write  a  book  is  for  ail   the  world  like 
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humming  a  fong — be  but  in  tune  with 
yourfelf,  madam,  'tis  no  matter  how  high 
or  how  low  you  take,  it. 

— I'his  is  the  reafon,  may  it  pleafe 
your  reverences,  that  Ibme  of  the  low-eft 
and    fiatteil   compofitions  pafs  oft   very 

well (as  Torick  told  my  uncle  'Toby 

one  night)  by  fiege. — — My  uncle  "Toby 
looked  brifk  at  the  found  of  the  word 
Jiege,  but  could  make  neither  head  or 
tail  of  it. 

Fm   to  preach  at  court  next  Sunday, 

faid  Homenas run  over  my  notes — •■ — 

fo  I  humm'd  over  do6lor  Homenash  notes 

— the  modulation's  very  well 'twili 

do,  Homenas,  if  it  holds  on  at  this  rate 

fo  on  I  humm'd and  a  tolerable 

tune  I  thought  it  was ;  and  to  this  hour, 
may  it  pleafe  your  reverences,  had  never 
found  out  how  low,  how  flat,  how  fpi- 
ritlefs  and  jejune  it  was,  but  that  all  of  a 
fudden,  up  ftarted  an  air  in  the  middle 
of  it,  fo  fine,  fo  rich,  fo  heavenly, — it 
carried  my  foul  up  with  it  into  the  other 
world;  now  had  I  (as  Montaigne  com- 
plained  in  a  parallel  accident)  —  had  \ 
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found  the  declivity  eafy,  or  the  afcent 
accefiible certes  I  had  been  out- 
witted.   Your    notes,   HomenaSj   I 

fliould  have  faid,  are  good  notes  ; • 

but  it  was  fo  perpendicular  a  precipice 

fo  wholly  cut  off  from  the  reft  of 

the  work,  that  by  the  firft  note  I  hunnm'd 
I  found  myfelf  flying  into  the  other 
world,  and  from  thence  dilcovered  the 
vale  from  whence  I  came,  fo  deep,  fo  low, 
and  difmal,  that  I  Ihall  never  have  the 
heart  to  defcend  into  it  again. 

^  A  dwarf  who  brings  a  ftandard 
along  with  him  to  meafure  his  own  fize 
— take  my  word,  is  a  dwarf  in  more  ar- 
ticles than  one. — And  fo  much  for  tear- 
ing out  of  chapters. 


s 


C  H  A  P.     LXI. 

E  E  if  he  is  not  cutting  it  into 
(lips,  and  giving  them  about 
him  to  light  their  pipes! 'Tis  abomi- 
nable, anfwcred  Didiiis ;  it  fhould  not  go 

unnoticed,   faid    dodlor   Kyjarcius 

t^  he  was  of  the  Kyjarcn  of  the  Low 
Countries. 
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Methinks,  faid  Didius,  half  rifing  from 
his  chair,  in  order  to  remove  a  bottle 
and  a  tall  decanter,  which  flood  in  a  di- 

re6t   line  betwixt  him  and   Torick 

you  might  have  fpared  this  farcaftic 
ilroke,  and  have  hit  upon  a  more  pro- 
per place,  Mr.  Torick— or  at  leaft  upon 
a  more  proper  occafion  to  have  fl:iewn 
your  contempt  of  what  we  have  been 
about :     If  the  fermon  is  of  no   better 

worth  than  to  light  pipes  with 'twas 

certainly.  Sir,  not  good  enough  to  be 
preached  before  fo  learned  a  body ;  and 
if  'twas  good  enough  to  be  preached  be- 
fore fo  learned  a  body 'twas  certainly. 

Sir,  too  good  to  light  their  pipes  with  af- 
terwards. 

I  have  got  him  fall  hung  up, 

quoth  Didius  to  himfelf,   upon  one  of  the 

two  horns  of  my  dilemma let  him  get 

off  as  he  can. 

I    have   undergone   fuch  unfpeakable 
torments,  in  bringing  forth  this  fermon, 

quoth  T'oricky  upon  this   occafion 

that  I  declare,  DidiuSy  I  would  fuffer 
martyrdom — and  if  it  was  poffible  my 
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horfe  with  me,  a  thoufand  times  over, 
before  I  would  fit  down  and  make  fuch. 
another :   I    was   delivered   of  it   at    the 

wrong  end  of  me it  came  from  my 

head  initead  of  my  heart and  it  is. 

for  the  pain  it  gave  me,  both  in  the 
writing  and  preaching  of  it,  diat  I  re- 
venge myfelf  of  it,  in  this  manner — To 
preach,  to  Ihew  the  extent  of  our  read- 
ing, or  the  fubtleties  of  our  wit — to  pa- 
rade in  the  eyes  of  the  vulgar  with  the 
beggarly  accounts  of  a  little  learning, 
tinfel'd  over  with  a  few  Words  which 
glitter,  but  convey  little    light   and   lefs 

warmth is    a  difhoneft   ufe    of  the 

poor  fingle  half  hour  in  a  week  which 
is  put  into  our  hands  —  'Tis  not  preach- 
ing the   gofpel  — but  ourfelves For 

my  own  part,  continued  Tcrickj  I  had 
rather  direfl  five  words  point-blank  to 
the  heart. — 

As  2'crick  pronounced  the  word  poifii- 
Hank,    my   uncle    Toby    rofe    up   to    lay 

fomething  upon  projediles when    a 

fingle  word  and  no  more  urtercd  from 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  table  drew  every 
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one's  ears  tov/ards  it  —  a  word  of  all 
others  In  the  diftionary  the  laft  in  that 
place  to  be  expefted  —  a  word  1  am 
afhamed  to  write — yet  muft  be  written 
■  muft  be  read  —  illeq-al  —  uncanoni- 


"  o 


cal  —  guefs  ten  thoufand  guefies,  mul- 
tiplied into  themfelves  —  rack  —  torture 
your  invention   for  ever,    you're  where 

YOU  was  ^ In  fliort,  I'll  tell  it   in 

the  next  chapter. 


CHAP.    XLII. 
O  U  N  D  S ! 


-  Z ds !  cried  Fhu- 


tatoriusy  partly   to   himfelf and  yet 

high  enough  to  be  heard  —  and  what 
Teemed  odd,  'twas  uttered  in  a  conftruc- 
tion  of  look,  and  in  a  tone  of  voice, 
fomewhat  between  that  of  a  man  in 
amazement  and  one  in  bodily  pain. 

One  or  two  who  had  very  nice  ears, 
and  could  diftinguifn  the  expreiTion  and 
mixture  of  the  tv/o  tones  as  pla'nly  ai  a 
third  or  a  ffib,  or  any  other  chord  in 
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mufick — were  the  moll  puzzled  and  per- 
plexed with  it  —  the  concord  was  good  ia 
itfelf — but  then 'twas  quite  out  of  the 
key,  and  no  way  applicable  to  the  fub- 

jed  ftarted ; fo  that  with  all  their 

knowledge,  they  could  not  tell  what  in 
the  world  to  make  of  it. 

Others  who  knew  nothing  of  mufical 
expreffion,  and  merely  lent  their  ears  to 
the  plain  import  of  the  vjord,  imagined 
that  PhutatoriuSy  who  was  fcmewhat  of  a 
cholerick  fpirit,  was  juft  going  to  fnatch 
the  cudgels  out  of  Didius^s  hands,  in 
order  to  bemaul  Tcrick  to  fome  purpofe 
—  and   that  the   defperare  monofyllable 

Z ds  v/as  the  exordium  to  an  oration, 

which,  as  they  judged  from  the  fampie, 
prefaged  but  a  rough  kind  of  handling 
of  him ;  fo  that  my  uncle  'Toby's  good- 
nature felt  a  pang  for  what  To-nck  was 
about  to  undergo.  But  fee-ing  Phutato- 
rius  flop  fliort,  without  any  attempt  or 
defire  to  go  on — a  third  party  began  to 
fuppofe,  that  it  was  no  more  than  an  in- 
voluntary refpiration,  cafually  forming 
itfelf  into  the  fliape  of  a  twelve -penny 
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oath  —  without  the  fin   or   fubflance  of 
one. 

Others,  and  efpecially  one  or  two  who 
fat  next  him,  looked  upon  it  on  die  con- 
trary as  a  real  and  fubftancial  oath,  pro- 
penfly  fornned  againft  Torick^  to  whom 
he  was  known  to  bear  no  good  likino'  — 
which  faid  oath,  as  my  father  philofo- 
phized  upon  it,  aftually  lay  fretting  and 
fuming  at  diat  very  time  in  the  upper 
regions  ol  Fbutatcrius\  purtenancej  and 
fo  was  naturally,  and  according  to  the 
due  courfe  of  things,  firft  fqueezed  out 
by  the  fudden  influx  of  blood  which  was 
driven  into  the  right  ventricle  q>(  Phuta- 
tcrius's  heart,  by  the  ftroke  of  furprize 
v/iiich  fu  ftrange  a  theory  of  preaching 
had  excited. 

How  finely  we  argue  upon  miftaken 
fads! 

There  was  not  a  foul  bufied  in  all  thefe 
various  reafonings  upon  the  monofyllable 

which  Fhiitatcriiis  uttered who   did 

not  take  this  for  granted,  proceeding  up- 
on   it  as  from   an   axiom,  namely,  that 
Jrhiitatortus\  mind  was  intent  upon  tlic 
t 
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fubje<5t  of  debate  which  was  arifing  be- 
tween Didius  and  Torick;  and  indeed  as 
he  looked  firft  towards  the  one  and  then 
towards  the  other,  with  the  air  oj:  a  man 
liftening  to  what  was  going  forwards  — 
who  would  not  have  thought  the  fame  ? 
But  the  truth  was,  that  Phutatcrius  knew 
not  one  word  or  one  fy  liable  of  what  was 
pafllng — but  his  whole  thoughts  and  af- 
tention  were  taken  up  with  a  tranfa61:iort 
■which  was  going  forwards  at  that  very 
inftant  within  the  precinds  of  his  own 
Galliga/kim,  and  in  a  part  of  them,  where 
of  all  others  he  ftood  moft  interefted  to 
watch  accidents  :  So  that  notwithftand- 
ing  he  looked  with  all  the  attention  in 
the  world,  and  had  gradually  f!<rewed 
up  every  nerve  and  mufcle  in  his  face,  to 
the  utmoft  pitch  the  inftrument  would 
bear,  in  order,  as  it  was  thought,  to  give 
a  fliarp  reply  to   2'^cricky  who  fat  over- 

againft  him yet,  I    fiy,   was  Tcrkk 

never  once  in  any  one  domicile  of  Pbu- 

morius's  brain but  the  true  caufe  of 

his  exclamation  lay  at  leaft  a  yard  be- 
low. 

VOL.    II,  s 
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This  I  will  endeavour  to  explain  to  you 
with  all  imaginable  decency. 

You  mull  be  informed  then,  that  Gaf- 
tripheresj  who  had  taken  a  turn  into  the 
kitchen  a  litde  before  dinner,  to  fee  how 
thingo  went  on  —  obferving  a  wicker- 
balket  of  fine  chefnuts  {landing  upon  the 
dreffer,  had  ordered  that  a  hundred  or 
two  of  them  might  be  roafled  and  fent 
in,  as  foon  as  dinner  was  over 
Gafiripheres  inforcing  his  orders  about 
them,  that  DidiuSj  but  Phutatorius  efpe- 
cially,  were  particularly  fond  of  'em. 

About  two  minutes  before  the  time 
that  my  uncle  'Toby  interrupted  Torick'i 
harangue  —  Gajiripheres's  chefnuts  were 
brought  in — and  as  Phutatorius*s  fond- 
nefs  for  'em  was  uppermoft  in  the  wait- 
er's head,  he  laid  them  diredlly  before 
Phutatorius,  wrapt  up  hot  in  a  clean 
damafk  napkin. 

Now  whether  it  was  phyfically  impof- 
fible,  with  half  a  dozen  hands  all  thruft 
into  the  napkin  at  a  time —  but  that  fome 
one  chefnut,  of  more  life  and  rotundity 
thaii  the  reft,  muft  be  put  in  motion—* 
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it  {o  fell  out,  however,  that  one  was 
actually   fent  rolling  off  the  table  i  and 

as  Phutatorius  fat  ftraddling  under 

it  fell  perpendicularly  into  that  particu- 
lar aperture  of  Putatoriiis's  breeches,  for 
which,  to  the  fhame  and  indelicacy  of 
our  language  be  it  fpoke,  there  is  no 
chafte  word  throughout  all  Johnfon's  dic- 
tionary   let  it  fufEce  to  fay it 

was  that  particular  aperture  which,  in 
all  good  focieties,  the  laws  of  decorum 
do  ftri6lly  require,  like  the  temple  of 
Janus  (in  peace  at  lead)  to  be  univer* 
faliy  Ihut  up. 

The  negledt  of  this  pundlilio  in  Phu- 
tatorius (which  by-the-bye  Iliould  be  a 
warning  to  all  mankind)  had  opened  a 
door  to  this  accident. 

Accident  I  call  it,  in  compliance  to  a 

received  mode  of  fpeaking but  in 

no  oppoficion  to  the  opinion  either  of 
Acrites  or  Mythogeras  in  this  matters  I 
know  they  were  both  prepoffeiTed  and 
fully  perfuaded  of  it  —  and  are  fo  to  this 
hour.  That  there  was  nothing  of  acci- 
dent in  the  whole  event but  that  the 

K  1 
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chefnut's  taking  that  particular  courlc, 
and  in  a  nianner  of  its  own  accord — and 
then  falling  with  all  its  heat  direftly  in- 
to that  one  particular  place,  and  no  other 

was  a  real  judgment  upon  Phutato- 

riusy  for  that  filthy  and  obfcene  treatifc 
de  Concuhinis  retmendis,  which  Phutato- 
rius   had   publifhed  about  twenty  years 

ago and  was    that    identical   week 

going  to  give  the  world  a  fecond  edi- 
tion of. 

It  is  not  my  bufmefs  to  dip  my  pen  in 

this  controverfy much  undoubtedly 

may  be  wrote  on  both  fides  of  the 
queftion  —  all  that  concerns  me  as  an 
hiftorian,  is  to  reprefent  the  matter  of 
fad,  and  render  it  credible  to  the  reader, 
that  the  hiatus  in  Phutatorius^s  breeches 
was  fufficiently  wide  to  receive  the  chef- 
nut;  and  that  the  chefnut,  fomehow 

or  other,  did  fall  perpendicularly  and 
piping  hot  into  it,  wkhout  Phutatorius'i 
perceiving  it,  or  any  one  elfe  at  that 
time. 

The  genial  warmth  which  the  chefnut 
imparted,  v/as  not  undeledable  for  the 
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firft   twenty  or  five-and-twcnty  feconds 

and  did  no  more  than  gently  folicit 

Phutatcrius'%  attention  towards  the  part : 

But  the  heat  gradually  increafing, 

and  in  a  few  feconds  more  getting  be- 
yond the  point  of  all  fober  pleafure,  and 
then  advancing  with  all  fpeed  into  the 
regions  of  pain,  the  foul  of  Phutaiorius, 
together  with  all  his  ideas,  his  thoughts, 
his  attention,  his  imagination,  judgment, 
refolution,  deliberation,  ratiocination, 
memory,  fancy,  with  ten  battalions  of 
animal  fpirits,  all  tumultuoufly  crowded 
down,  through  different  defiles  and  cir- 
cuits, to  the  place  of  danger,  leaving  all 
his  upper  regions,  as  you  may  imagine,  as 
empty  as  my  purfe. 

With  the  beft  intelligence  which  all 
thefe  meffengers  could  bring  him  back, 
Phutatorius  was  not  able  to  dive  into  the 
fecret  of  what  was  going  forwards  below, 
nor  could  he  make  any  kind  of  conjec- 
ture, what  the  devil  was  the  matter  with 
it :  However,  as  he  knew  not  what  the 
true  caufe  might  turn  out,  he  deemed  it 
moil  prudent,  in  the  lituation  he  was  ir> 
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at  prefent,  to  bear  it,  if  poffible,  like  a 
Stoick ;  which,  v/ith  the  help  of  feme 
wry  faces  and  compurfions  of  the  mouth, 
he  had  certainly  accompliflied,    had  his 

imagination  continued   neuter  j but 

the  fallies  of  the  imagination  are  ungo- 
vernable in  things  of  this  kind  —  a 
thought  inftantly  darted  into  his  mind, 
that  tho'  the  anguifn  had  the  fenfation  of 
glov/ing  heat  —  it  might,  notvvithftand- 
ing  that,  be  a  bi:e  as  well  as  a  burn  ; 
and  if  fo,  that  pofiibly  a  Newt  or  an  Jf~ 
ker,  or  fome  fuch  detefted  reptile,  had 

crept  up,  and  was  faftening  his  teeth 

the  horrid  idea  of  which,  with  a  frefh 
glow  of  pain  arifing  thai  inftant  from  the 
chefnut,  feized  Plmtctorius  with  a  fudden 
panick,  and  in  the  firft  terrifying  difor- 
der  of  the  paffion,  it  threw  him,  as  it  has 
done  the  beft  generals  upon  earth,  quite 

off  his    guard  :  ■ the  efFe(5t  of  which 

was  this,  that  he  leapt  incontinently  up, 
uttering  as  he  rofe  that  interjedtion  of 
furprife  fo  much  defcanted  upon,  v,'ith 
the  apofiopeftic  break  after  it,  marked 
thus,  Z ds  —  which,   though   not 
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ftri^lly  canonical,  was  ftlll  as  little  as 
any  man  could  have  faid  upon  the  oc- 

cafion ; and  which,  by  the   bye, 

whether  canonical  or  not,  Phutatoriin 
could  no  nnore  help  than  he  could  the 
caufe  of  it. 

Though  this  has  taken  up  fonne  time 
in  the  narrative,  it  took  up  little  more 
time  in  the  tranfaftion,  than  juft  to  al- 
low time  for  Phiitatorius  to  draw  forth 
the  chefnut,  and  throw  it  down  with 
violence  upon  the  floor — and  for  Torick 
to  rife  from  his  chair,  and  pick  the  chef- 
nut  up. 

It  is  curious  to  obferve  the  triumph  of 

flight    incidents    over    the    rnind: 

What  incredible  weight  they  have  in 
forming   and    governing    our  opinions, 

bodi  of  men  and  things that  trifles, 

light  as  air,  fliall  waft  a  belief  into  the 
foul,  and  plant  it  fo  immoveably  within 

it that  Euclid'^  dcmonfl:rations,  could 

they  be  brought  to  batter  it  in  breach, 
fliould  not  all  have  pov;er  to  overthrow 
it. 

Torick,  I   faid,  picked  up  the  chefnut 

s  4 
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which  Phutatorius's,  wrath  had  flung  down 

■  the  adtion  was  trifling I  am 

afhamed  to  account  for  it  —  he  did  it, 
for  no  reafon,  but  that  he  thought  the 
chefnut  not  a  jot  worfe  for  the  adventure 
—  and  that  he  held  a  good  chefnut  worth 

Itooping   for. But   this  incident, 

trifling  as  it  was,  wrought  difi^erently  in 
Phuia'orius's  head :  He  confidered  this 
a<5l  of  Torick's  in  getting  ofl^  his  chair 
and  picking  up  the  chefnut,  as  a  plain 
acknowledgment  in  him,  that  the  chefr 
nut  was  originally  his  —  and  in  courfe^ 
that  it  mutl  have  been  the  owner  of  the 
chefnut,  and  no  one  elfe,  who  could 
have  played  him  fuch  a  prank  with  it : 
"What  greatly  confirmed  him  in  this  opi- 
nion, was  this,  that  the  table  being  pa- 
rallelogramical  and  very  narrow,  it  af- 
forded a  fair  opportunity  for  Torickj  who 
fat   direftly  over  againll  Phutatoriusy  of 

flipping  the   chefnut  in and  confe- 

quently  that  he  did   it.      The  look   of 
fomething    more    than  fufpicion,   which 
Phutatorius  cafl;  full  upon  2'orick  as  thefe 
thoughts  arofe,  too  evidently  fpoke  his 
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opinion and  as  Phtitatorius  was  natu- 
rally fuppofcd  to  know  more  of  the  mat- 
ter than  any  perfon  befides,  his  opinion 

at  once  became  the   general  one ; • 

and  for  a  reafon  very  different  from  any 
which  have  been  yet  given in  a  lit- 
tle time  it  was  put  out  of  all  manner  of 
difpute. 

When  great  or  unexpe6led  events  fall 
out    upon   the   ftage    of  this    fublunary 

world the  mind  of  man,  which  is  an 

inquifitive  kind  of  a  fubflance,  naturally 
takes  a  flisjht  behind  the  fcenes  to  fee 
what  is  the  caufe  and  firft  fpring  of 
them.f— The  fearch  was  not  long  in  this 
inftance. 

It  was  well  known  that  2'orick  had  ne- 
ver a  good  opinion  of  the  treatife  which 
Phutatorius  had  wrote  de  Concuhin'is  reti- 
nendiSi  as   a   thino-  which  he   feared  had 

done  hurt  in  the  world and  'twas  ea- 

fily  found  out,  that  there  was  a  myllical 
meaning  in  Torick\  prank — and  th.at  his 
cliucking  the  chefnut  hot  into  Phutato- 

rius's  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *^  y^3s  2.  farcaftical 

fling  at  his  book — the  dodrines  of  which, 
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they  faid,  had  enflamed  many  an  honcft 
man  in  the  fame  place. 

This  conceit  awaken'd  Somnolenfus 

made  Agelaftes  fmile and  if  you  can 

recoiled  the  precife  look  and  air  of  a 
man's  face  intent  in  finding  out  a  riddle 

it  threw  Gaftripheres's  into  that 

form — and  in  Ihort  was  thought  by  many 
to  be  a  mafter-ftrokc  of  arch- wit. 

This,  as  the  reader  has  feen  from  one 
end  to  the  other,  was  as  groundiefs  as 
the  dreams  of  philofophy :  Toricky  no 
doubt,  as  Shakejpeare  faid  of  his  anceftor 
— — — "  was  a  man  of  jejlj'  but  it  was 
temper'd  with  fomething  which  with- 
held him  from  that,  and  many  other 
ungracious  pranks,  of  which  he  as  un- 
defervedly  bore  the  blame  ;  —  but  it  was 
his  misfortune  all  his  life  long;  to  bear 
the  im.putacion  of  faying  and  doing  a 
thoufand  things,  of  which  (unlefs  my 
efteem  blinds  me)  his  nature  was  inca- 
pable. All  I  blame  him  for or  ra- 
ther, all  I  blame  and  alternately  like 
him  for,  was  that  fingularity  of  his  tem- 
per, which  would   never   fuffer  him    to 
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take  pains  to  fet  a  ftory  right  with  the 
world,  however  in  his  power.  In  every 
ill  ufage  of  that  fort,  he  a6led   precifely 

as   in  the  affair  of  his  lean  horfe 

he  could  have  explained  it  to  his  ho- 
nour, but  his  fpirit  was  above  it  j  and 
befides,  he  ever  looked  upon  the  inven- 
tor, the  propagator  and  believer  of  an 
illiberal  report  alike  fo  injurious  to  him 
—  he  could  not  (loop  to  tell  his  ftory  to 

them and    lb  trufted  to   time   and 

truth  to  do  it  for  hirn. 

This  heroic  caft  produced  him  incon- 
veniencies  in  many  refpedls — in  the  pre- 
fent  it  v/as  followed  by  the  fixed  refent- 
ment  of  Phutatorius,  v.'ho,  as  Torick  had 
juft  made  an  end  of  his  chefnut,  rofe  up 
from  his  chair  a  fccond  time,  to  let  him 
know  it  —  which  indeed  he  did  with  a 
frnile  ;  faying  only  —  that  he  would  en- 
deavour not  to  forget  the  obligadon. 

But  you  muft  mark  and  carefully  fe- 
parate  and  diftinguiih  thefe  two  things  in 
your  mind. 

The  fmile  was  for  tlie  company. 

•—The  threat  was  for  7'orick. 

2 
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CHAP.    LXIII. 

— f^A  N  you  tell  mc,  qnoth  Phulato- 
\^  riusj  fpcaking  to  Gnfiripheres  who 

fat  next  to  him for  one  would  not 

apply  to  a  furgeon  in  fo  foolifh  an  affair 

• can  you  tell  me,  Gaji7'ipheresy\^\\2it 

is  beft  to  take  out  the  fire  ? Afk  Eu- 

genius,  faid  Gajiripheres. That  greatly 

depends,  faid  EiigeniuSj  pretending  ig- 
norance of  the  adventure,  upon  the  na- 
ture of  the  part If  it  is  a  tender  part, 

and  a  part  which   can    conveniently  be 

Avrapt  up It  is  both  the  one  and 

the  other,  replied  Phutatoriiis,  laying 
his  hand  as  he  fpoke,  with  an  emphati- 
cal  nod  of  his  head,  upon  the  part  in 
queftion,  and  lifting  up  his  right  leg  at 
the  fame  time  to  eafe  and  ventilate  it, 

• If  that  is  the  cafe,  faid  Eugenius, 

I  would  advife  you,  Phutatoriiis^  not  to 
tamper  with  it  by  any  means  j  but  if 
you  Will  fend  to  the  next  printer,  and 
truit  your  cure  to  fuch  a  fimple  thing 
as  a  foft  flieet  of  paper  jufl  come  off  the 


OF    TRISTRAM    SHANDY.  23  I 

prefs  —  you  need  do  nothing  more  than 
twift  it  round. — The  damp  paper,  quoth 
Torick  (who  fat  next  to  his  friend  Euge- 
niiis)  tlioiigh  I  know  it  has  a  refrefliing 
coolnefs  in  it — yet  I  prefume  is  no  more 
than  the  vehicle — and  that  the  oil  and 
lamp-black  with  which  the  paper  is  fo 
ftrongly  impregnated,  does  the  bufinefs. 
—  Right,  faid  Eugenius,  and  is,  of  any 
outward  application  I  would  venture  to  re- 
commend, the  mod  anodyne  and  fafe. 

Was  it  my  cafe,  faid  GafiriphereSj  as 
the  main  thing  is  the  oil  and  lamp-black, 
I  fhould  fpread  them  thick  upon  a  rag, 

and    clap    ic   on    direcftly. That 

would  make  a  very  devil  of  it,  replied 

Torick, And  befides,  added  EugemuSj 

it  would  not  anfv/er  the  intention,  which 
is  the  extreme  neatnefs  and  elegance  of 
the  prefcription,  which  the  Faculty  hold 

to  be  half  in  half  j for  confider,  if 

the  type  is  a  very  fmall  one  (which  it 
fhould  be)  the  fanadve  particles,  which 
come  into  contaiJl  in  this  form,  have  the 
advantage  of  being  fpread   fo   infinitely 
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thin,  and  with  fuch  a  mathematical  equa- 
lity (frefh  paragraphs  and  large  capitals 
excepted)  as  no   art  or  management  of 

the  fpatula  can   come  up  to. It 

falls  Out  very  luckily,  replied  Phutato- 
riuSj  that  the  fecond  edition  of  my  trea- 
tife  de  Concuhinis  retinendis  is  at  this  in- 

ftant  in  the  prefs. You  may  take 

any  leaf  of  it,  faid  Eugenms no 

matter  which. Provided,  quoth  To- 

ricky  there  is  no  bawdry  in  it. 

They  are  juft  now,  replied  PhutatoriuSy 

printing  off  the  ninth  chapter which 

is  the  laft  chapter  but  cne  in  the  book. 
Pray  what  is  the  title  of  that  chap- 
ter ?   faid   Torick  j   making   a   refpedfui 

bow  to  Phutatorius  as  he  Ipoke. 

I  think,  anfwered  Phutatorius^  'tis  that 
de  re  concubinarid. 

For  Heaven's  fake  keep  out  of  that 
chapter,  quoth  Torick. 

By  all  means —added  Eugeniiis. 
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CHAP.     LXIV. 

— ^T^l  O  W,  quoth  DidiuSy   rifing   up, 
X^    and  laying  his  right  hand  with 

his  fingers  Ipread  upon  his  bread 

had  fuch  a  bkinder  about  a  chriftian- 
name  happened  before  the  Reformation 

[It  happened  the  day  before  yef- 

terday,  quoth  my  uncle  T'oby  to  him- 
felf  ]  and  when  baptifm  was  adminifter'd 
in  Latin  —  ['Twas  all  in  Englijhj  faid  my 

uncle] many  things  might  have 

coincided  v/ith  it,  and.  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  fundry  decreed  cafes,  to  have  pro- 
nounced the  baptifm  null,  with  a  pow- 
er of  giving  the  child  a  new  name- 
Had  a  prieft,  for  infbance,  which  was  no 
uncommon   tliins;,  throu2;h  ignorance  of 

O'  O  CD 

the  Latin  tongue,  baptized  a  child  of 
Tom-o'S  tiles,  in  nomine  patrij:  t5?  flia 
i^  Jpritum  Jan5los — the  baptifm  was  held 

null. 1  beg  your  pardon,  replied  Ky- 

Jarcius in  that  cafe,  as  the  millake 

was  only  the  terminations^  the  baptifm 
wa§  valid and  to  have  rendered  ic 
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null,  the  blunder    of  tlie   priefl  fhould 
have  fallen  upon  the  firft  fyllable  of  each 

noun and  not,  as  in   your  cafe, 

noon  the  laft. 

My  father  delighted  in  fubtleties  of 
this  kind,  and  liilen'd  with  infinite  at- 
tention. 

Gajiripheresy  for  example,  continued 
Ky/arduSj  baptizes  a  child  of  John  Strad- 
lings  in  Gomine  gatris,  i^c.  &c,  inflead 

of  in  Nom:';:e  patris,  &c. Is  this  a 

baptifm  ?  No— fay  the  ableft  canonifts ; 
in  as  much  as  the  radix  of  each  word  is 
hereby  torn  up,  and  the  fenfe  and  mean- 
ing of  them  removed  and  changed  quite 
to  another  objetl  -,  for  Gomine  does  not 
fignify  a  name,  nor  gatris  a  father. — ' 
What  do    they  fignify  ?   faid  my  uncle 

Tol^y.  —  Nothing  at  all  — ■ quoth  To- 

rick. Ergo,  fuch  a  baptifm  is  null, 

faid  Kyjarcius. 

In  courfe,  anfwered  T'oricky  in   a  tone* 

two  parts  jeft  and  one  part  earneft. 

But  in  the  cafe  cited,  continued  Ky- 
Jarcius,  where  patriae  is  put  for  -patrisy 
filia  for  filiii  and  fo  on as  it  is  a 
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fault  only  in  the  declenfion,  and  the 
roots  of  J:he  words  continue  untouch'd, 
the  inflections  of  their  branches  either 
this  way  or  that,  does  not  in  any  fort 
hinder  the  baptifm,  inafmiich  as  the 
fame  fenfe  continues  in  the  words  as  be- 
fore.   But  then,  faid  Didius,  the  in- 
tention of  the  prieft's  pronouncing  them 
grammatically  muft  have  been  proved  to 

have  gone  along  with  it. 

Right,  anfwered  Kyjarcius  \  and  of  this, 
brother  Didius,  we  have  an  inilance  in  a 
decree  of  the  decretals  of  Pope  Leo  the 

Hid. But  my   brothei's  child,  cried 

my  uncle  Toby,  has  nothing  to  do  with 

the  Pope 'tis  the  plain  child  of 

a  Proteflant  gentleman,  chriften'd  Trif- 
tram  againfl  the  wills  and  wifhes  both  of 
his  father  and  mother,  and  all  who  arc 

a-kin  to  it. 

If  the  wills  and  wifhes,  faid  KyfarciuSy 
interrupting  my  uncle  Toby,  of  thofe  only 
who  ftand  related  to  Mr.  Shandy's  child, 
were  to  have  v/eight  in  this  matter,  Mrs. 
Shandy,  of  all  people,  has  the  lead  to  do 
in  it. My  uncle  Toby  lay'd  down  his 

VOL.  II.  T 


l86  THE    LIFE    AND    OPINIONS 

pipe,  and  my  father  drew  his  chair  ftill 
clofer  to  the  table,  to  hear  the  conclufion 
of  fo  ilrange  an  introdudion. 

It  has  not  only  been  a  qiieflion. 

Captain  Shandy,  amongft  the  *  beft  law- 
yers and  civilians  in  this  land,  continued 
KyjarciuSy  "Whether  the  mother  be  of  kin 
"  to' her  child,'"  —  but,  after  much  dif- 
paffionate  enquiry  and  ja6litation  of  the 
arguments  on  all  fides  —  it  has  been  ad- 
judged for  the  negative  —  namely,  "^hat 
"  the  mother  is  not  of  kin  to  her  child -f.'* 
My  father  inftantly  clapp'd  his  hand 
upon  my  uncle  1^ohy\  mouth,  under  co- 
lour of  whifpering  in  his  ear;  —  the  truth 
was,  he  was  alarmed  for  Lillabullero  — 
and  having  a  great  defire  to  hear  m.ore  of 
fo  curious  an  argument  —  he  begg'd  my 
uncle  'Toby,  for  Heaven's  fake,  not  to  dif- 
appoint  him  in  it.  -—  My  uncle  'Toby  gave 
a  nod  —  reHimed  his  pipe,  and  contendng 
himfelf  with  whiftliny  Lillabullero  inward- 

ly K^farcius,  Didius,  and  Triptolemus 

went  on  with  the  difcourfe  as  follows. 

*  Vide  Swinburn  on  Teilaments,  Part  7.  §  S. 
t  VideBiook  Abridg.  Tit.  Adminiftr,  N.  4-7. 


OF    TRISTRAM    SHANDY.  287 

This  determination,  continued  Kyjar- 
dusy  how  contrary  foever  it  may  feem  to 
run  to  the  ftream  of  vulgar  ideas,  yet 
had  reafon  flrongly  on  its  fide ;  and  has 
been  put  out  of  all  manner  of  difpute 
from  the  famous  cafe,  known  commonly 
by  the  name    of  the  Duke   of  Suffolk'^ 

cafe.  It  is   cited   in  Brook,  faid 

I'ripolemus And  taken  notice  of 

by  Lord  Coke^  added  Didius.  —  And  you 
may  find  it  in  Swinkirn  on  Teltamcnts, 
faid  KyfarchiS, 

The  cafe,  Mr.  Shandy,  was  this. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Sixth, 
Charles  duke  of  Suffolk  having  ifTue  a  fon 
by  one  venter,  and  a  daughter  by  ano- 
ther venter,  made  his  laft  will,  wherein 
he  devifed  goods  to   his   fon,  and  died ; 

after  whofe  death  the  foil  died  alfo 

but  without  will,  without  wife,  and 
without  child  —  his  mother  and  his  fifiier 
by  the  father's  fide  (for  fhe  was  born  of 
the  former  venter)  then  living.  The 
mother  took  the  adminidration  of  her 
fon's  goods,  according  to  the  ftatute  of 

T     2 
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the  21ft  o{  Harry  the  Eighth,  whereby  it 
is  enadedj  That  in  cafe  any  perfon  die 
intefliate  the  adminiftration  of  his  goods 
Ihall  be  committed  to  the  next  of  kin. 

The  adminiftration  being  thus  (fur- 
reptitioufly)  granted  to  the  mother,  the 
filter  by  the  father's  fide  commenced  a 
fuit  before  the  Ecclefiaftical  Judge,  al- 
ledging,  ift.  That  flie  herfelf  was  next 
of  kin  ;  and  2dly,  That  the  mother  was 
not  of  kin  at  all  to  the  party  deceafed  i 
and  therefore  prayed  the  court,  that  the 
adminiftration  granted  to  -  the  mother 
might  be  revoked,  and  be  committed 
unto  her,  as  next  of  kin  to  the  deceafed, 
by  force  of  the  faid  flatute. 

Hereupon,    as  it  was   a   great  caufe, 

and  much  depending  upon  its  ifllie 

and  many  caufes  of  great  property  likely 
to  be  decided  in  times  to  come,  by  the 

precedent  to  be  then  made the  moft 

learned,  as  well  in  the  laws  of  this  realm, 
as  in  the  civil  law,  were  confulted  toge- 
ther, whether  the  mother  was  of  kin  to 
her  fon,  or  no.  —  Whereunto  not  only 
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the  temporal  lawyers but  the  church 

lawyers  —  tne  juris-confulti  —  the  juris- 
prudentes  —  the  civilians  —  the  advo- 
cates —  the  commifiaries  —  the  judges  of 
the  confiftory  and  prerogative  courts 
of  Canterbury  and  Torkj  with  the  mafter 
of  the  faculties,  were  all  unanimoufly  of 
opinion,  That  the  mother  was  not  of 
*  kin  to  her  child. 

And  what  faid  the  duchefs  o^  Suffolk  to 
it  ?  laid  my  uncle  'Toby. 

The  unexpe6lednefs  of  my  uncle  To- 
by's queftion,  confounded  Kyfarcius  more 

than  the  ableft  advocate He  flopp'd 

a  full  minute,  looking  in  my  uncle  Toby's 

face  without  replying and  in  that 

fingle    minute   Tripe lemus  put  by  him, 
and  took  the  lead  as  follows. 

'Tis  a  ground  and  principle  in  the 
law,  faid  TriptolemuS:,  that  things  do  not 
afcend,  but  defcend  in  it ;  and  I  make 
no  doubt  'tis  for  this  cauTe,  that  how- 
ever true  it  is,  that  the  child  may  be  of 

*  Mater  non  numeiatur  inter  confanguineor,  Bald,  in 
ult.  C.  de  Verb,  figniiic. 

T    J 
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the  blood  and  feed  of  its  parents  — 
that  the  parents,  neverthelefs,  are  not 
of  the  blood  and  feed  of  it ;  inafmuch  as 
the  parents  are  not  begot  by  the  child, 
but  the  child  by  the  parents — For  fo 
they  write,  Libert  Junt  de  Janguine  patris 
6?  mairis,  Jed  pater  ^  mater  non  Junt  de 
Janguine  liherorum. 

But  this,  TCriptolemus,  cried  Didi- 

Us,  proves  too  much  —  for  from  this  au- 
thority cited  it  would  follow,  not  only 
what  indeed  is  granted  on  all  fides,  that 
the  mother  is  not  of  kin  to  her  child  — 

but  the  father  likewife. It  is   held, 

faid  T'riptolem.usy  the  better  opinion ;  be- 
caufe  the  father,  the  mother,  and  the 
child,  though  they  be  three  perfons,  yet 
are  they  but  (una  caro  ^)  oae  flelh  j   and 

confequently  no  degree  of  kindred 

or  any  method  of  acquiring  one  in  na- 
ture.   There  you  puili  the  argument 

again  too  far,  cried  Didius for  there 

is  no  prohibition  in  nature,  though  there 
is  in  the  Levitical  law but  that  a 

*  Vide  Brook  Abridg.  tit.  Adminiftr.  N.  47. 
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man  may  beget  a  child  upon  his  grand- 
mother  in  which  cafe,  fuppofing  the 

iflfue  a  daughtei",  ilie  would  ftand  in  re- 
lation both  of But  who  ever  thought, 

cried  Ky/arcius,  of  laying  with  his  grand- 
mother ? The  young  gentleman, 

replied  2~orkk,   whom  Selderi  fpeaks    of 

. who  not  only  thought  of  it,  but  juf- 

tifted  his  intention  to  his  father  by  the 
argument  drawn  from  the  law  of  retalia- 
tion. —  "  You  laid,  Sir,  with  my  mo- 
*'  ther,"  faid  the  lad — **  why  may  not  I 

"  lay  with  yours  r" 'Tis   the  yfr- 

gumentum    commune j    added  Torick. 

'Tis    as   good,    replied  Eugenius,  taking 
down  his  hat,  as  they  deferve. 
The  company  broke  up. 

CHAP.     LXV. 

—  yt   N  D  pray,  faid  my  uncle  Tohy, 

Mm,  leaning  upon  Tc/'icky  as  he  and 

my  father    were    helping   him    leifurely 

down  the   ftairs don't  be  terrified, 

madam,    diis    ftair-cafe    converfadon    is 

T  4 
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not  fo  long  as  the  laft And  pray, 

Toricky  faid  my  uncle  Toby^  which  way 
is  this  faid  affair  of  T^riftram  at  length 
fettled  by  thefe  learned  nrien  ?  Very  fa- 
tisfa(5lorily,    replied    Torick -,   no  mortal. 

Sir,  has  any  concern  with  it for  Mrs, 

Shandy  the  mother  is  nothing  at  all  a-kin 

to  him  -^ and  as  t;he  mother's  is  the 

fijrefc  fide Mr.  S bandy j  in  courfe  is 

ftill  lefs  than  nothing In  fhort,  he 

is   not   as    m.iich  a-kin  to  him.  Sir,  as 

I  am, 

That  may  well   be,  faid   my 


father,  IhaV.ing  his  head. 

Let  the  learned  fay  what   they 

will,  there  mull .  certainly,  quoth  my  un- 
cle Toly,  have  been  fome  fort  of  confan- 
guinity  betwixt  the  duchefs  of  Suffolk 
and  her  fon. 

The  vulgar  are  of  the  fame  opinion^ 
quoth  Torick,  to  this  hour. 
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CHAP.     LXVI. 

TH  O  U  G  H  my  father  was  hugely- 
tickled  with  the  fubtleties  of  thefe- 

learned  difconrfes ■■ —  'twas  flill  but 

like    the    anointing   of  a    broken    bone 

. The    moment    he     got    home, 

the  weight  of  his  affliftions  returned 
upon  him  but  fo  much  the  heavier,  as 
is  ever  the  cafe  when  the  flafF  we  lean 
on  flips  from  under  us.  —  He  became 
penfive  —  walked  frequently  forth  to  the 
fifh-pond— let  down  one  loop  of  his  hat 

figh'd  often forbore  to  fnap-^ 

and,  as  the  hafty  fparks  of  temper,  which 
occafion  fnapping,  fo  much  allift  perfpi- 
ration  and  digeftion,  as  Hiypccrates  tells 
us  —  he  had  certainly  fallen  ill  with  the 
extinftion  of  them,  had  not  his  thoughts 
been  critically  drawn  off,  and  his  health 
refcued  by  a  frefli  train  of  difquietudes 
left  him,  with  a  legacy  of  a  thoufand 
poundsj  by  my  aunt  Dinah. 
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My  father  had  fcarce  read  the  letter, 
-when  taking  the  thing  by  the  right  end, 
he  inftantly  began  to  plague  and  puzzle 
his  head  how  to  lay  it  out  moftly  to  the 
honour  of  his  family. — A  hundred-and- 
fifty  odd  projefts  took  poiTeffion  of  his 
brains  by  turns  —  he  would  do  this,  and 
that,    and   t'other  ' —  He   would    go   to 

Rome he  would  go  to  lav/ he 

would  buy  (lock he  would  buy  John 

Hohjon^  farm — he  would  new  fore-front 
his  houfe,  and  add  a  new  wing  to  make 

it  even There  was  a  fine  water-mill 

on  this  fide,  and  he  would  build  a  wind- 
mill on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  in  full 
view  to  anfwer  it — But  above  all  things 
in  the  world,  he  would  inclofe  the  great 
Ox-moor  J  and  fend  out  my  brother  Bobby 
immediately  upon  his  travels. 

But  as  the  fum  was  finite,  and  confe- 

quently  could  not  do  every  thing 

and  in  truth  very  few  of  thefe  to  any 
purpofe — of  all  the  projefhs  which  offer- 
ed themfelves  upon  this  occafion,  the 
two  lall  feemed  to  make  the  deepeft  im- 
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preffion ;  and  he  would  infillibly  have 
determined  upon  both  at  once,  but  for 
the  fmall  inconvenience  hinted  at  above, 
which  abfokitely  put  him  under  a  ne- 
cefiity  of  deciding  in  favour  either  of  the 
one  or  the  other. 

This  was  not  altogether  fo  eafy  to  be 
done;  for  though  'tis  certain  my  father 
had  long  before  fet  his  heart  upon  this 
neceffary  part  of  my  brother's  education, 
and  like  a  prudent  man  had  aflualiy  de- 
termined to  carry  it  into  execution,  with 
the  firft  money  that  returned  from  the 
fecond  creation  of  adions  in  the  Miffifip^ 
^z-fcheme,  in  which  he  was  an  adventu- 
rer  yet  the  Ox-moor ^  which  was  a  fine, 

large,  whinny,  undrained,  unimproved 
common,  belonging  to  the  Shandy -t^2Ltc, 
had  almoft  as  old  a  claim  upon  him  : 
he  had  long  and  affedionately  fet  his 
heart  upon  turning  it  lil'iewife  to  fome 
account. 

But  having  never  hitherto  been  pref- 
fed  with  fuch  a  conjuncShure  of  things,  as 
made  it  neceffary  to  fettle  either  the  pri- 
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ority  or  juftice  of  their  claims like  a 

wife  man  he  had  refrained  entering  into 
any  nice  or  critical  examination  about 
them :    fo   that   upon   the   difmifiion  of 

every  other  projeft  at  this  crifis 

the  two  old  projefls,  the  Ox-moor  and 
my  Brother,  divided  him  again  j  and 
fo  equal  a  match  were  they  for  each 
other,  as  to  become  the  occafion  of  no 
fmall  contefl  in  the  old  gentleman's 
mind  —  which  of  the  two  fliould  be  kt 
©'going  firil. 

People  may  laugh  as  they  wdll— 


but  the  cafe  was  this. 

It  had  ever  been  the  cuflom  of  the 
fem.Ily,  and  by  length  of  time  was  al- 
mofl  become  a  matter  of  common  right, 
that  the  eldeft  fon  of  it  fliould  have  free 
ingrefs,  egrefs,  and  regrefs  into  foreign 
parts  before  marriage  —  not  only  for  the 
fake  of  bettering  his  own  private  parts, 
by  the  benefit  of  exercife  and  change  of 
fb  much  air — but  fimply  for  the  mere 
delectation  of  his  fancy,  by  the  feather 
put  into  his  cap,  of  having  been  abroad 
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f—tantum  valet j  my  father  would  fay,  quaji- 
tumjonat. 

Now  as  this  was  a  reafonable,  and  in 

courfe    a  mofb  chriftian  indulgence « 

to  deprive  him  of  it,  without  why  or 
wherefore and  thereby  make  an  ex- 
ample of  him,  as  the  firft  Shandy  un- 
whirl'd   about   Europe   m  a  poft-chaife, 

and  only  becaufe  he  was  a  heavy  lad 

would  be  ufing  him  ten  times  worfe  than 
a  Turk. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  cafe  of  the  Ox- 
moor  was  full  as  hard. 

Exclufive  of  the  original  purchafe-mo- 
ney,  which  was  eight  hundred  pounds 
it  had  coft  the  family  eight  hun- 
dred pounds  more  in  a  law-fuit  about 
fifteen  years  before  —  befidcs  the  Lord 
knows  what  trouble  and  vexation. 

It  had  been  moreover  in  pofiefTion  of 
the  Shandy-id.mi\y  ever  fince  the  middle 
of  the  laft  century  j  and  though  it  lay 
full  in  view  before  the  houfe,  bounded 
on  one  extremity  by  the  water-  mill,  and 
on  the  other  by  t!ie  proje-fled  wind-miU 
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fpoken  of  above — and  for  all  thefe  reafons 
fremed  to  have  the  faireft  title  of  any 
part  of  the  eftate  to  the  care  and  protec- 
tion of  the  family — yet  by  an  unaccount- 
able fatality,  common  to  men,  as  well  as 

the  ground  they  tread  on it  had  all 

along  moft  iTiam.efully  been  overiook'd ; 
and  to  fpeak  the  truth  of  it,  had  fuffered 
fo  much  by  it,  that  it  would  have  made 
any  man's  heart  have  bled  (Ohadiah  faid) 
who  underftood  the  value  of  the  land,  to 
have  rode  over  it,  and  only  feen  the  con- 
dition it  was  in. 

However,    as  neither   the   purchafing 

this  tra6t  of  ground nor  indeed  the 

placing  of  it  where  it  lay,  were  either  of 
them,  properly  fpeaking,  of  my  father's 

doinor he  had  never  thousrht  himfelf 

any  way  concerned  in   the  affair > 

till  the  fifteen  years  before,  when  the 
breaking  out  of  that  curfed  law-fuit 
mentioned  above  (and  which  had  arofe 

about  its  boundaries) which  being 

altogether  my  fatlier's  own  a6l  and  deed, 
it  naturally  awakened  every  odier  argu- 
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ment  in  its  favour,  and  upon  fumming 
them  all  up  together,  he  faw,  not  merely 
in  intereft,  but  in  honour,  he  was  bound 

to  dofomething  for  it and  that  now 

or  never  was  the  time. 

I  think  there  muft  certainly  have  been 
a  mixture  of  ill-luck  in  it,  that  the  rea- 
fons  on  both  fides  fhould  happen  to  be 
fo  equally  balanced  by  each  other;  for 
though  my  father  weigh'd  them  in  alj^ 
humours  and  conditions — fpent  ma- 
ny an  anxious  hour  in  the  moft  profound, 
and  abftrafted  meditation  upon  what 
was  belt  to  be  done — readinji;  books  of 

farming  one  day books  of  travels 

another laying  afide  all  paflion  v»'hat- 

cver — viewing  the  arguments  on  both 
fides  in  all  their  lio;hts  and  circumftances 
—  communing  every  day  with  my  uncle 
iToI^y  —  arguing  with  Toricky  and  talking 
over  the  whole  affair  of  the  Ox-moor  with 

Obadiah yet   nothing  in   all    that 

time  appeared  fo  ilrongly  in  behalf  of  the 
one,  which  was  not  either  flri(5lly  appli- 
cable to  the   other,  or  at   lead:    fo    far 
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counterbalanced  by  fome  confideratioft 
of  equal  weight,  as  to  keep  the  fcales 
even. 

For  to  be  fure,  with  proper  helps,  and 
in  the  hands  of  fome  people,  tho'  the 
Ox-moor  would  undoubtedly  have  made 
a  different  appearance  in  the  world  from 
what  it  did,    or   ever  could  do   in  the 

condition  it  lay yet  every  tittle  of 

tliis  was  true,  with  regard  to  my  bro* 

ther  Bchhy let  Ohadiah  fay  what  he 

would. 

In  point  of  intereft the  conteft,  I 

own,  at  firft  fight,  did  not  appear  fo  un- 
decilive  betwixt  them  ;  for  whenever  my 
father  took  pen'  and  ink  in  hand,  and  fet 
about  calculating  the  fimple  expence  of 
paring  and  burning,  and  fencing  in  the 
Ox-moor y  &c.  &c. — with  the  certain  pro- 
fit it  would  bring  him  in  return the 

latter  turned  out  fo  prodigioufly  in  his 
way  of  working  the  account,  that  you 
would  have  fworn  the  Ox-moor  would 
have  carried  all  before  it.  For  it  was 
plain  he  faould  reap  a  hundred  lafts  of 
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rape,  at  twenty  pounds  a  laft,  the  very 

firft  year befides  an  excellent  crop  of 

wh«at   the   year   following -and  the 

year  after  that,  to  fpeak  within  bounds, 

a  hundred -but  in  all   likelihood,  a 

hundred  and  fifty if  not  two  hun- 
dred quarters  of  peafe  and  beans be- 
fides potatoes  without  end. But  then, 

to  think  he  was  all  this  while  breeding 
up  my  brother,  like  a  hog  to  eat  them 

• knocked  all  on  the  head  again,  and 

generally  left  the  old  gentleman  in  fuch 
a  ftate  of  fufpence that,  as  he  of- 
ten declared  to  my  uncle   Tol^y he 

knew  no  more  than  his  heels  what  to 
do. 

No  body,  but  he  who  has  felt  it,  can 
conceive  what  a  plaguing  thing  it  is  to 
have  a  man's  mind  torn  afunder  by  two 
proje6ls  of  equal  flrength,  both  obfti- 
nately  pulling  in  a  contrary  diredion  at 
the  fame  time  :  for  to  fay  nothing  of  the 
havock,  which  by  a  certain  confequencc 
is  unavoidably  made  by  it  all  over  the 
finer  fyftem  of  the  nerves,  which  you 

VOL.  ir.  u 
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know  convey  the  anlnnal  fpirits  and  more 
fubtle  juices  from  the  heart  to  the  head, 

and  fo  on it  is  not  to  be  told  in  what 

a  degree  fuch  a  wayward  kind  of  fric- 
tion works  upon  the  more  grofs  and  folid 
parts,  wailing  the  fat  and  impairing  the 
ftrength  of  a  man  every  time  as  it  goes 
backwards  and  forwards. 

My   father    had  certainly  funk  under 
this    evil,  as    certainly  as  he   had   done 

under  that  of  my  christian   name 

had  he  not  been  refcued  out  of  it,  as  he 

was  out  of  that,  by  a  frefh  evil 

the   misfortune    of  my  brother   Bohby\ 
death. 

What  is  the  life  of  man!  Is  it  not  to 
fhift  from  fide  to  fide  ?  ■  from  for- 

row  to  forrow  ? to  button  up  one 

caufe  of  vexation  — -^ and    unbutton 

another  ? 
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CHAP.      LXVII. 

FROM  this  moment  I  am  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  heir- apparent  to  the  Shan- 
dy family and  it  is  from  this  point 

properly,  that  the  flory  of  my  Life  and 
my  Opinions  fets  out.  With  all  my 
huriy  and  precipitation,  I  have  but  been 
clearing  the  ground  to  raife  the  building 

and  ilich  a  building  do  I  forefee  it 

will  turn  out,  as  never  was  planned,  and 
as  never  was  executed  fince  Adam.  In 
lefs  than  five  minutes  I  fhall  have  thrown 
my  pen  into  the  fire,  and  the  little  drop 
of  thick  ink  which  is  left  remaining  at 
the  bottom  of  my  ink-horrjj  after  it — I 
have  but  half  a  fcore  things  to  do  in  the 

time 1  have  a  thing  to  name a 

thing  to  lament a  thing  to  hope 

a  thing  to  promife,  and  a  thing  to 
threaten  —  I  have  a  thing  to  fuppofe  —  a 
thing  to  declare a  thing  to  con- 
ceal    a   thing    to    choofe,   and   9. 

u   2 
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thing  to  pray  for This  chapter, 

therefore,  I  name  the  chapter  of  Things 

and  my  next  chapter  to  it,  that 

is,  the  firft  chapter  of  my  next  volume, 
if  I  Hve,  fhall  be  my  chapter  upon  whis- 
kers, in  order  to  keep  up  fome  fort  of 
connexion  in  my  works. 

The  thing  I  lament  is,  that  things 
have  crowded  in  fo  thick  upon  me,  that 
I  have  not  been  able  to  get  into  that 
part  of  my  work,  towards  which  I  have 
all  the  way  looked  forwards,  with  fo 
much  earneft  defirc  j  and  that  is  the 
Campaigns,  but  efpecially  the  amours  of 
my  uncle  'Tobjj  the  events  of  which  are 
of  fo  fingular  a  nature,  and  fo  Cervan- 
tick  a  call,  that  if  I  can  fo  manage  it,  as 
to  convey  but  the  fame  imprefllons  to 
every  other  brain,  which  the  occurrences 
themfelves  excite  in  my  own  —  I  will  an- 
fwer  for  it  the  book  fliall  make  its  way 
in  the  world,  much  better  than  its  mal- 

ter  has  done  before  it. Oh  'Trijiram  ! 

Trlftram  !  can  this  but  be  once  brought 
jibout' the  credit,  which  will  attend 
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thee  as  an  author,  fhall  counterbalance 
the  many  evils  which  have  befallen  thee 

as  a  man thou  wilt  feaft  upon  the 

one when  thou  haft  loft  all  fenfe  and 

remembrance  of  the  other ! 

No  wonder  1  itch  fo  much  as  I  do,  to 
get  at  thefc  amours  —  They  are  the 
choiceft  morfel  of  my  whole  ftory  !   and 

when  I  do  get  at  'em affure  your- 

felves,  good  folks — (nor  do  I  value  whofe 
fqueaQiilh  ftomach  takes  offence  at  it)  I 
Ihall  not  be  at  all  nice  in  the  choice  of 

my  words  ! and  that's  the  thing  I 

have  to  declare. I  fhall  never  get 

all  through  in  five  minutes,  that  I  fear 

and  the  thing  I  hope  is,  that  your 

worfliips  and  reverences  are  not  offended 
—  if  you  are,  depend  upon't  I'll  give  you 
fomething,  my  good  gentry,  next  year 

to   be  offended  at that's    my  dear 

Jenny's  way  —  but  who  my  Jenny  is  -7- 
and  which  is  the  right  and  which  the 
wrong  end  of  a  woman,  i^  the  thing  to 
be  concealed  —  it  flull  be  told  you  in  the 
next  chapter  but  one  to  my  chapter  of 
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Button-holes and   not  one  chapter 

before. 

And  now  that  you  have    jufl;  got  to 

the  end  of  thefe  *  three  volumes the 

thing  I  have  to  ajk  is,  how  you  feel  your 

heads  ?  my  own  akes  difmally ! as 

for  your  healths,  I  know,  they  are  much 
better.  —  True  Shandeijm^  think  what  you 
will  againft  it,  opens  the  heart  and  lungs, 
and  like  all  thofe  affedions  which  par- 
take of  its  nature,  it  forces  the  blood 
and  other  vital  fluids  of  the  body  to  run 
freely  through  its  channels,  makes  the 
wheel  of  life  run  long  and  chearfully 
round. 

Was  I  \t{t,  like  Sancho  Panca^  to 
choofe  my  kingdom,  it  fhould  not  be 
maritime  —  or  a  kingdom  of  blacks  to 
make  a  penny  of  ^  —  no,  it  fliould  be  a 
kingdom  of  hearty  laughing  fubjefts : 
And  as  the  bilious  and  more  faturnine 
paflions,  by  creating  diforders  in  the 
blood  and  humours,  have  as  bad  an  in- 
fluence,   I  fee,   upon  the  body  poUtick 

*  According  to  the  preceding  Editions. 
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as  body  natural and  as  nothing  but 

a  habit  of  virtue  can  fully  govern  thofe 
paffions,    and    fubjeft    them    to    reafon 

1  fliould  add  to  my  prayer — that 

God  would  give  my  fubjedls  grace  to  be 
as  WISE  as  they  were  merry  ;  and  then 
fhbuld  I  be  the  happieft  monarch,  and. 
they  the  happieft  people  under  heaven. 

And  fo,  with  this  moral  for  the  pre- 
fent,  may  it  pleafe  your  worlhips  and 
your  reverences,  I  take  my  leave  of  you 
till  this  time  twelve-month,  when,  (un- 
lefs  this  vile  cough  kills  me  in  the  mean 
time)  I'll  have  another  pluck  at  your 
beards,  and  lay  open  a  ftory  to  the  world 
you  little  dream  of. 
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